
 

 Military Officers Association of America 

El Paso Chapter 

 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

April 2020 

 

A meeting of the El Paso Chapter of the Military Officers Association (MOAA) was held 25 April 2020 via 

conference call.    

   

Attendance: 

  

President:  COL (RET) Mike Hester 

Secretary:  Col (RET) Steve Barrett 

Treasurer, ROTC/JROTC:  LTC (RET) Dave Powell 

Legislative Liaison:  CW2 (RET) Dave Garcia 

Programs:  Col (RET) Bob Pitt 

Public Relations/Door Prizes:  LTC (RET) Martha Caldwell 

Publications/Newsletter Editor:  COL (RET) William Oseles 

Membership Chairman:  CPT (RET) Steve Mendoza 

Chapter Staff Emeritus:  COL (RET) Lennie Enzel 

 

 

1. Administrative:  The meeting was called to order at 0804. 

 

2. President’s Remarks:  COL (RET) Mike Hester welcomed all on the call and shared it was great to talk 

with others outside his personal residence.  He asked if any of the BOD had heard from any of our 

members including CPT (RET) Dave Thackston.  Col (RET) Steve Barrett offered to drive by Dave’s 

residence to check to verify he was doing okay.                    

 

3. Old Business: 

 

A. Secretary:  Col (RET) Steve Barrett provided minutes from the March 2020 BOD meeting which 

were approved as written.            

  

B. Treasurer:  LTC (RET) Dave Powell reported there was not much financial activity this past month. 

Net income for the March was $48.94 and as depicted on the balance sheet he has $1,171.00 from 

the February luncheon that he still needs to deposit. Due to scheduling coordination issues and the 

COVID crisis, he has not been added to the Chapter’s checking account at First Light Credit Union.  

 
1.  LTC (RET) Powell then addressed the action item from the January meeting at which he 

introduced his recommendation to change financial institutions: 

 

i. Discussion:   

1. The matter was tabled to assess the impact on credit card transactions and 

develop a plan. LTC (RET) Powell has determined that the impact is negligible.  

2. First Light Credit Union has fewer locations and higher costs than several other 

El Paso banks/credit unions.  
3. GECU and Wells Fargo both have 18 branch locations in the El Paso area.  

4. GECU has lower fees than Wells Fargo. Moving the Foundation’s accounts to 

GECU provides greater access to banking services and lower costs. 



 

 

ii. Recommendation:  Move MOAA banking to GECU as soon as possible. If approved 

this will be done in two phases: 

1. Open GECU share and checking accounts with a portion of the MOAA funds. 

2. Close First Light accounts after the MOAA website has been updated with the 

new banking information 

 

iii. BOD Decision:  The BOD discussed the recommendation and acknowledged that First 

Light has not been very accommodating. At the completion of the discussion, a motion 

was made to accept LTC (RET) Powell’s recommendation; the motion was approved 

unanimously. Once he receives a copy of the approved minutes, LTC (RET) Powell 

will initiate the necessary transfer actions. 

 

2. LTC Powell then introduced the issue of Liability Insurance; his input is as follows: 

i. Discussion: 

1. Insurance is required to operate on the installation (i.e. be recognized and have 

an assigned facility). In addition, MOAA national requires that its grant 

awardees have liability insurance. MOAA/MOAA Outreach BODs determined 

that since the Outreach benefited most from the insurance (due to having 

received the 2018 grant from MOAA national) that it would pay for the current 

policy.  

2. Currently, both organizations benefit equally from the insurance as they 

maintain a shared presence on the installation and neither has other reasons for 

insurance.  

3. It is assumed that MOAA/MOAA Foundation want to remain recognized as Ft 

Bliss activities and retain use of Building 452. 

 

ii. Recommendation: MOAA and MOAA Outreach equally share the cost of the insurance. 

 

iii. BOD Decision:  After verifying the cost would be approximately $262.50 each, the 

BOD unanimously passed a motion to equally share the cost of the insurance. 
 
 

C. Immediate Past President:  No report, COL (RET) Forrest Smith was absent.  

 

D. Membership:  CPT (RET) Steve Mendoza had nothing significant to report (NSTR). 

 

E. Programs:  Col (RET) Pitt reported the April luncheon had been cancelled and asked the BOD to 

discuss cancelling the June luncheon and placing future luncheons for the year on hold due to the 

COVID crisis. He cited our membership is largely comprised of members who are in the highest 

risk groups and additionally gatherings of greater than ten are not currently allowed. After a short 

discussion, the BOD approved cancelling the June luncheon and agreed to postpone all remaining 

2020 luncheons until further notice. The BOD will continue to review luncheons in the coming 

months to determine when they can safely be scheduled.     

 

F. Legislative Liaison:  CW2 (RET) Dave Garcia reported congressional action had slowed 

significantly due to the COVID crisis.  He highlighted the importance of HR 6591 introduced to 

ensure Veterans do not have to worry about seeking COVID treatments. CW2 (RET) Garcia also 

reported that Lowe’s donated a gallon of hand sanitizers to be donated to health providers, nurses and 

Teams A, B and C at the El Paso VA.  He and his wife made smaller bottles and provided the 

sanitizers to the VA health professionals.  He will provide pictures for inclusion in the next Border 

Bulletin. on future calls or meetings.  

 



 

G. Publications/Webmaster:  COL (RET) Bill Oseles reminded all that inputs for the next Border 

Bulletin are due no later than 9 May.  Since there are no April luncheon pictures, he will likely pull 

out the normal center pages and will also have fewer hard copies printed since there is no 

distribution being made to the various normal locations.    

 

H. Public Relations:   LTC (RET) Martha Caldwell had NSTR.              

 

I. JROTC/ROTC:  LTC (RET) Dave Powell reported that UTEP has been wrestling with how to 

accomplish their spring Commissioning Ceremony. They have been given the green light to 

commission 10 cadets on either 14 or 15 May. LTC (RET) Powell will attempt to procure shoulder 

boards and he will ask LTC (RET) Moore to send out a donation request to Chapter members 

seeking donations to pay for the shoulder boards.        

 

J. Auxiliary/Surviving Spouse Liaison:  Ms. Sullivan reported she has been calling many members to 

check in on them and is reminding everyone that we are all in this together.  She also mentioned that 

LTC (RET) Powell was planning a “game” to be played at the June luncheon.     

 

K. Door Prizes:  LTC (RET) Martha Caldwell reported the door prize inventory was good at this time. 

 

L. Marketing:  No report, CPT (RET) Thackston was absent.    

 

4.  New Business: 

 

A. 2020 Level of Excellence (LOE) Submission:  LTC (RET) Moore has sent out a template on 19 

April but no action has been accomplished since the prior BOD meeting. COL (RET) Lennie Enzel 

will contact LTC (RET) Bill Moore to discuss requirements and timelines.   

B. COVID-19 Updates:  COL (RET) Enzel reported that El Paso cases are still on the rise and all are 

encouraged to wear masks/face coverings. Experts believe the situation will continue on a similar 

pace for at least the next 30 days.  

C. Alibis:   

1. CPT (RET) Mendoza asked if the Chapter had any recruitment packets. COL (RET) Enzel 

shared she thought LTC (RET) Moore might have had some so she will contact him and then 

share words with CPT (RET) Mendoza. COL(RET) Enzel also recommended that a cover letter 

be accomplished highlighting the benefits of joining MOAA. CPT (RET) Mendoza also 

indicated he would send his wife’s email as that would be the email account he will now use. 

2. COL (RET) Hester reminded every one of the importance to adhering to social distancing and 

the other COVID guidance that has been published.  

 

5. The meeting was adjourned at 0905.    

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Col (RET) Steve Barrett, Secretary 

 

        MIKE HESTER 

        COL, USA, Retired 

MOAA President, El Paso Chapter  


