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COL Lennie Enzel, USA, Retired
P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

This will be my last column 
as the President of our El 
Paso MOAA Chapter.  It 
has been my honor to 
serve in that role for the 
past two years.  The Board 
of Directors has prepared 
an auspicious slate for our 
upcoming election and I 
have every confidence that 
the candidates will take our 
chapter to new heights.

This year, our Chapter 
was once again honored 
with five star status.  We 
are grateful to Ed and Judy 
Stone for attending the 
MOAA National Conference 
in Crystal City, Virginia to 
accept the streamer on our 
behalf.   MOAA National 
recently changed the criteria 
for continued five star status 
and is requiring chapters to 
have an Auxiliary In order 
to compete.  We have not 
had an Auxiliary as we have 
granted full membership to 
the surviving spouses of our 
members.  We are grateful to 
Connie Sullivan for agreeing 
to serve in the role of our 
Auxiliary Liaison.  Stay tuned 
for more information about 
Auxiliary activities.

By the time you read 
this, our Nation’s elections 
will have taken place and 
we will know more about 
the members of the 114th 
Congress.  I hope you all 
will have exercised our most 
precious right and voted.    
The 113th Congress has 
the fewest military veterans 
since World War II; just 

Lennie Enzel
COL, USA, Retired

President

19% of the 535 combined 
members in the U.S. House 
and Senate have active-
duty military service on their 
resume.  That is down from 
a peak in 1977 when 80% of 
lawmakers boasted military 
service.   Non-veterans run 
two of the four congressional 
committees that determine 
military policy: the Armed 
Services Committee 
and the Appropriations 
Committee.   Clearly, you 
can see the importance of 
informing your Congressional 
representatives of your 
opinions and of the impact 
of their decisions on your 
earned military benefits.

I am looking forward to our 
December Brunch at the 
Centennial Club (start time 
is 9:30 am) which will be 
followed by the annual Army-
Navy Game (start time is 
1:00 pm).   I am hoping that 
13 will be the Army’s lucky 
number and they can finally 
eke out a win.  Army has lost 
to Navy for the past 12 years!  
The first Army-Navy Game 
was played in 1890 and the 
Navy leads the all-time series 
with a record of 58 wins, 49 
losses, and seven ties so it 
is really time for the Army to 
step up (sorry Shipmates, I 
have to remain loyal to the 
Black and Gold).

Thank you for the support 
you have given me and 
confidence you had in me 
during my tenure as Chapter 
President.   I could not 
have succeeded without 

the constant assistance 
provided by our Board 
of Directors.  I hope the 
membership appreciates 
the work, time, and sacrifice 
they devote to ensuring 
our Chapter both survives 
and thrives.  The meetings, 
luncheons, scholarships, 
financial solvency, creation 
of a 501c3, maintenance of 
an award winning newsletter 
and website, continued five 
star status, etc. do not just 
happen.  They occur because 
of the dedication of a few 
individuals who sacrifice their 
Saturdays, evenings, and 
personal finances.  Due to 
a drop in membership, our 
Chapter recently dropped 
from a Category I Chapter 
(400-599 members) to a 
Category II Chapter (300-399 
members).   If we believe in 
the MOAA mission and the 
need for an active MOAA 
Chapter in El Paso, it is 
incumbent upon each of us 
to recruit new members and 
to do some work on behalf 
of our Chapter.  I am looking 
forward to my role as Past 
President and to continue 
to serve our 58-year old 
Chapter.  I wish you a very 
happy and healthy holiday 
season and all the best in the 
coming year.
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December

December Membership
Meeting Program

Brunch Menu

Saturday, 13 December
The Centennial Club

Please submit your Brunch
Reservations no later than

Monday, 8 December

Treasurer: MOAA
PO Box 6144

El Paso, TX 79906-0144

$ 20 Per Person

REMITTANCE
ENVELOPE ENCLOSED

All lunch reservations 
with payment to our 

postal mail box

Guest Speaker and new chapter member Ken Hundall and 3rd Vice-president Steve Barrett 
cut the cake at the October Luncheon.

Sequence of Events

0930 - 1000   Social Hour
1000 - 1015         Opening Ceremony
1015 - 1100   Meal Service
1100 - 1130   Program
1130 - 1145   Vote On and   
  Install BOD
1145 - 1155   Door Prize Drawing
1155 - 1200   Closing
1200  Adjournment

• Chile Relleno Omelet with  
   tomatoes, onions, mushrooms,               
   bacon and cheese
• Red Potato Hash/Home Fries
• Grilled Bacon
• Belgium Waffles with Maple      
   Syrup
• Fruit Cup
• Coffee, Chilled Orange Juice,  
   and Water
• Champagne (during social)

General John Tielli, Jr., USA, Retired, presents the 5-Star Chapter of Excellence Banner 
(fourteenth consecutive year) to Judy Stone during the MOAA National Convention is 

Arlington, Virginia on 27 October 2014.

New Members

Renewals

CPT Alfred Reeves
CPT Ken Hudnall 

Ms. M. Margaret Stemsley

• LTC Webster Powell, III
• Mrs. Sylvia McGriff
• CW3 Wayne Moorhead
• Mrs Eva R. Haggard
• COL Blake E. Wayman
• MG James P. Maloney
• CW4 Henry D. Waldrop
• Mrs. Isidra C. Guy

• Mrs. Ruth Cramer
• COL George V. Ellis
• CW4 Elwood Bechtel 
• LTC Donald E. Hughes
• MAJ Rodney Gilbert
• COL Leonard Maldonado
• Mrs. Elisabeth Brinkley
• COL Gary Mundy

• LTC Bruce Gramlich
• Ms. Jan Rasmussen
• COL Maureen Lofberg
• CW3 Christopher Saindon
• LTC John Uxer
• Col Jorge Martinez-Lopez
• Mrs. Louise D. Cross

LTC James Lee
LTC Benjamin Stinson
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2014
EL PASO

CHAPTER
MOAA

EVENTS
SCHEDULE

December Membership Meeting & Brunch
Army – Navy Football Game
February Membership Meeting and Lunch
MOAA Day at the Races
Chapter Cruise to Australia & New Zealand
April Membership Meeting and Luncheon
June Membership Meeting and Luncheon

December 13, 2014 
December 13, 2014
February 14, 2015
March TBD, 2015

March 22 – April 5, 2015
April 11, 2015
June 13, 2015

JIM SWANSON
Builders

Cabinet Shop and
General Construction

Specializes in Fabrication and
Installation of Handicapped Devices 

in your Home

LICENSED & BONDED FOR
YOUR PROTECTION

10350-C Grouse Road
El Paso, Texas 79924

KANE KERBY
Owner

(915) 821-3754

Retiree and Annuitant Pay Dates for 2014
Annuitant Payment Dates
Monday, February 3, 2014
Monday, March 3, 2014
Tuesday, April 1, 2014
Thursday, May 1, 2014
Monday, June 2, 2014
Tuesday, July 1, 2014
Friday, August 1, 2014
Tuesday, September 2, 2014
Wednesday, October 1, 2014
Monday, November 3, 2014
Monday, December 1, 2014
Friday, January 2, 2015

Retiree Payment Dates
Friday, January 31, 2014
Friday, February 28, 2014
Tuesday, April 1, 2014
Thursday, May 1, 2014
Friday, May 30, 2014
Tuesday, July 1, 2014
Friday, August 1, 2014
Friday, August 29, 2014
Wednesday, October 1, 2014
Friday, October 31, 2014
Monday, December 1, 2014
Wednesday, December 31, 2014

Entitlement Month
January 2014
February 2014
March 2014
April 2014
May 2014
June 2014
July 2014
August 2014
September 2014
October 2014
November 2014
December 2014

Main Hospital Pharmacy
Monday through Wednesday and Friday:  7:30 AM – 6:30 PM        915-742-2793
Thursday      8:30 AM – 6:30 PM
Saturday, Training Holidays:    9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays and Federal Holidays

Freedom Crossing PX Pharmacy
Monday – Friday     8:30 AM – 6:00 PM        915-742-9017
Saturday & Training Holidays    9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays and Federal Holidays

Soldier and Family Medical Clinic (SFMC) Pharmacy
Monday – Friday     7:30 AM – 6:30 PM        915-742-1802
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays

Soldier Family Care Clinic (SFCC) Pharmacy
Monday – Friday     7:30 AM – 6:30 PM        915-742-1400
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays
Pharmacy Refill Services             915-742-1400

WBAMC Pharmacy Services

MOAA Spouse Blog:
Making it in the MilLife®
Making it in the MilLife™ is the blog 
where you can get deeper insight on 
current issues affecting military spouses 
and families, follow our spouse programs 
and read interviews with community 
leaders. Spouses are each other’s 
best resource, so if you would like to 
be considered for a guest blog entry, 
contact us at moaaspouse@moaa.org.

FORT BLISS GATE
OPERATING HOURS

Chaffee ACP is designated as the Primary 
Access Control Point for all visitors and 
commercial traffic. Chaffee Gate will remain 
open 24/7.

Six (6) designated ACPs for “All Access” 
24/7 (Visitors and DoD ID card only. No 
commercial traffic.)

 *Cassidy Gate
 *Buffalo Soldier Gate (aka: R.E. Lee)
 *Old Ironsides Gate (aka: Global Reach)
 *BAAF Main Gate
 *Fred Wilson Gate
 *Alabama Gate

Restricted access through five (5) Access 
Control Points to DoD ID card holders only:

 *SGM North Gate (24/7)
 *IBCT-N Gate (24/7)
 *Constitution Gate (0500-2100)
 *Sheridan Gate (0500-2100)
 *Jeb Stuart Gate (0500-0900 & 1400-1800)

Closed Gates:
 *Pershing Gate
 *McGregor Rear Gate
 *Cemetery Pedestrian Gate.

Casualty Assistance
Center

Monday - Friday:
0730 - 1700

915-568-2903/3093/6338
After Hours (Installation)

915-569-6950/6951
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The YMCA Food Pantry provides 
services to E-5s and below and is 
located in building #1717 (the old 
commissary) on Marshall Road.  The 
entrance for the Food Pantry is behind 
the building by the loading docks 
near Pleasonton Road.  The hours of 
operation are Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from Noon to 1700 hours.  

In an emergency, occasionally a Jr. 
Grade Officer or a Retiree is helped.  
To receive food, a form must be signed 
by a chaplain or someone in authority 
in the soldier’s unit.  Families must 
show a military I.D. The center focuses 

on helping truly needy families.

The pantry accepts any sealed non-
perishable food.  Items that routinely 
run out of are peanut butter, canned 
tuna, cereal, pasta, and pasta sauce.

Disposable diapers in all sizes, baby 
formula and baby food are, also, in 
need.  

If you are redecorating your home 
and you have furniture, or other 
household items in good condition 

LTC John H. G. Rasmussen
Chaplain, USA, RetiredC h a p l a i n ’ s  C o r n e r

The Angel with the 
Flaming Sword

 Many of us are aware of 
the Bible story in Genesis of the 
Angel with the Flaming Sword. 
When Adam and Eve, tempted 
by the serpent in the Garden of 
Eden, ate of the forbidden fruit, 
the curse fell upon all. One of 
the consequences of life under 
this curse was that boundaries 
had to be set and enforced. 
The most devastating of these 
boundaries is that Adam and 
Eve, with the rest of humanity, 
were barred from the Garden 
of Eden with the Tree of Life. 
The boundary was set in order 
to limit the damage done by our 
first parents. We will experience 
death. The way to the Garden 
of Eden is barred by an angel 
wielding a flaming sword that 
none can pass.
That angel was the first true 
Warrior. If humankind were 
to live forever there would be 
no limit to the destruction and 
damage they could cause. So 

the Angel with the Flaming 
Sword was sent by God to 
perform the first sentry detail. 
To all who approach, the Sentry 
cries “Halt!” “You may not pass. 
This is your limit.” At least for 
now.
With the sending of the Angel 
with the Flaming Sword, the 
office of all who bear the 
sword—all Service Members 
and related offices—was 
created. I believe that, like 
the Angel with the Flaming 
Sword, they are sent to enforce 
boundaries so that evil will not 
have free reign. They stand 
as Sentries at the boundaries 
of existence and say to those 
who would harm the innocent, 
“Halt!” “You may not pass. This 
is your limit. You will have to get 
through me first. And I do not 
bear the sword in vain.”
In Romans 13 we read, “Let 
every person be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there 
is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have 
been instituted by God… He is 

God’s servant for your good… 
[and] he does not bear the 
sword in vain; he is the servant 
of God to execute his wrath 
on the wrongdoers” (Romans 
13:1-8). God gives us these 
people like he gave us the 
Angel with the Flaming Sword 
to set boundaries to evil for our 
protection. They are Soldiers, 
Sailors, Airmen and Airwomen, 
Marines, Coast Guardsmen and 
Coast Guardswomen, Border 
Patrol Agents, Policemen, 
Law enforcement agents of 
every kind who daily risk their 
health and their lives to stand 
as sentries against things that 
would harm us and cry “Halt!” 
“You may not pass. This is 
your limit. You will have to get 
through me first. And I do not 
bear the sword in vain.”
They may look rough and dirty 

that you would like to donate, please 
phone Nina Carey, Coordinator, Junior 
Enlisted Family Center, YMCA at 
915/564-0009 during the hours of the 
center’s operation.  Please don’t leave 
things on the loading dock without 
contacting Nina first as the items left 
are often “lost.”

Should you elect to give a monetary 
donation for the Food Pantry, please 
draw your check payable to:  Armed 
Services YMCA (ASYMCA) and put 
“Junior Enlisted Family Center (JEFC)” 
on the memo line.  Additionally, a 
collection box for your checks or cash 
will be on the donation table.

Thank you for your consideration 
of helping our needy families at Fort 
Bliss.

JUNIOR ENLISTED 
FAMILY CENTER,

YMCA FOOD PANTRY

Con’td on page 14
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from everywhere in the airport 
clapping, wishing us a pleasant 
journey and thanking us for our 
service. 1st AD five piece Band 
played a Full Service Medley. At 
the Gate, we all boarded as one 
group bypassing the standup 
passenger seating pilons. First 
stop was Dallas Love Field 
where we changed planes.

The final leg of our trip took us 
through Birmingham, Alabama 
and then into Washington/
Baltimore Airport arriving at 
1800 hrs. We walked toward 
the baggage claim through a 
dense crowd of cheering and 
handclapping people wishing 
us luck and thanking us for our 
service. Felt like a real celebrity 
being welcomed. When we 
arrived at the baggage claim, 
porters had loaded our bags 
and we proceeded to three 
busses that took us to the 
Hilton Baltimore Hotel by 
1900hrs. Dinner was scheduled 
for 2000; however, we 
discovered the second Plane 
had been delayed and dinner 
was rescheduled for 2030 
hrs. Our Guest Speaker was 
Congressman Steve Pearce of 

HONOR FLIGHT 
For LTC Daniel J. Schulte AUS Re

To WASHINGTON, DC
OCTOBER 6-8, 2014

If you are a WW 11, Korea 
and/or Vietnam Era Veteran 
and would like to visit the 
Monuments and Memorials 
in Washington, DC, the 
Honor Flight is a non-profit 
organization which was 
established just for you. The 
Honor Flight simply means you 
will be honored by the nearest 
Honor Flight Organization 
by paying for your flight to 
Washington DC to see the 
Memorials and Monuments  
erected in your honor 
recognizing  your sacrifices 
while in the military service. At 
the moment there are Honor 
Flight Organizations in 44 
States. You can find one or 
more in your state by going to 
Honor Flight Association.

I was introduced to The 
Honor Flight organization for 
Southern New Mexico and El 
Paso, TX at a February 2014 
meeting of the local Veteran’s 
Civilian Appreciation Program 
(VETCAP), sponsored by 
Congressman B. O’Rourke 
16th District, when Mrs. Gill 
Gomez, Outreach Coordinator 
for the local organization 
spoke to the group. As a WW 
11 and Vietnam Veteran, I 
considered the merits and 
decided - why not? I completed 
an application form, sent it 
in, and was approved to go 
on flight #7 in October, 2014. 
My wife, Kathleen decided to 
accompany me and the cost for 
her was $1200. The process 
moved along quickly, and by 
April, we were both approved 
for the Flight. 

In preparation for the flight, 
an orientation was held at the 
La Posta Restaurant in Old 
Mesilla, NM on September 23, 
2014. At the meeting, there 
was a substantial number of 
Veterans from New Mexico 

and El Paso. We received 
information on the trip with a 
time schedule for departure 
and return, name and location 
of the Hotel in Baltimore, a 
yellow jacket embroidered with 
the name of the event and 
nametags. For the safety and 
protection of each Veteran, a 
Guardian was named. Keep in 
mind that most of the Veterans 
were already very senior 
citizens in their upper 80’s 
and some in their 90’s most of 
whom were wheel chair bound.  
Each guardian was issued a 
yellow T-shirt and Kathleen was 
named an Angel companion 
and issued a blue T-shirt 
embroidered with the name of 
the Flight.

Before long, October arrived, 
and on the 6th, Kathleen and 
I drove to the El Paso airport 
arriving at 0520 hrs. From Valet 
parking we were bussed to the 
South West Airlines Terminal 
and were greeted by soldiers 
from the 1st Armored Division 
Headquarters who took our 
luggage and lead us into the 
Terminal where we checked our 
baggage, picked up Boarding 
Passes and a goodies bag of 
snacks etc. 

Congressman Beto O’Rourke, 
16th District greeted us as we 
moved toward TSA Security 
Check which we cleared 
comfortably and up to our 
departure gate with South West 
Airlines. 

Because our group was large, 
about 25% had to leave earlier 
on another flight to meet up in 
Washington/Baltimore. Lining 
the walkways were people 

Con’td on page 17

Figure 1: Honor Vets at the airport

Figure 2: Entrance to the WWII Memorial
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The leaves are turning orange and red, and it’s time to store the flip-flops and tank tops, but that 
doesn’t mean travel season is over.  Fall is almost here, and that means weekend trips and holidays 
for the military family. If you and your family have a medical problem while traveling this fall you can 
call the Nurse Advice Line (NAL) while on the road for all of your health concerns and needs.

NOTE:  If you have an emergency, call 911 or go to the emergency room.
The NAL is the Military Health System’s new initiative to improve ready access to safe, high quality 

care. Calling the NAL gives you access to the advice you need at the right time. Call 1-800-TRICARE 
(874-2273), Option 1 to talk to a registered nurse (RN) who can answer your urgent care questions, 
give you health care advice, help you find a doctor or schedule a next-day appointment at a military 
hospital or clinic.

If you or a member of your family gets ill while you are traveling, calling the NAL can help you 
figure out what steps to take.  The nurse will ask you questions about the symptoms that you or your 
family member are experiencing and provide advice on whether you need to seek care and when. 
When you are traveling, the NAL nurse will help you find a safe, high-quality health care facility in the 
TRICARE network.  If you are a military hospital or clinic enrollee, the NAL will send a follow-up note 
to your primary care manger and medical team back home so they know how you are doing.

You can safely travel with TRICARE and the NAL.  The NAL is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. For more information on accessing the NAL while on the go, visit www.TRICARE.mil/NAL. 

SOURCE:  TRICARE News Release at http://www.tricare.mil/NALTravel102414

Have Health Concerns While Traveling? 
Call the Nurse Advice Line Wherever You Are 

THE TOP SIX
Dave Letterman beat me to this and 
added 4 more, but I’d like to pass 
this along and suggest following my 
advice might save your eyesight and/
or your life.

1.  I don’t need a regular eye check.  
I see just fine.  I don’t even need 
glasses.

I’ve lost count of the serious 
problems I’ve discovered.  In 
patients who thought everything was 
fine!We’re talking breast cancer, 
prostate cancer, high blood pressure, 
strokes, diabetes, clogged neck 
arteries, skin and bone cancers, brain 
tumors and lung infections.   All from a 
careful history and dilated eye exam. 

2.  I don’t need to take care of myself. 
I see fine. It matters not that I don’t 
exercise.  I can eat what I want.  

 No so!  Most of our ability to see 
the world around us happens because 
the brain converts an electrical signal 
into a picture.  So we see with our 
brains. And our brains need oxygen 

and food to function.  That means 
clean blood vessels, a good pump 
[heart] and a good oxygen delivery 
system [lungs] and good pipes [ 
normal blood pressure,. cholesterol, 
and blood sugar].    Any variances 
sometimes result in dramatic 
unfixable vision loss.  Then most 
reasonable people behave like saints.  
Only problem is, they now have a 
permanent visual handicap.  So what 
not behave while everything is still 
working?  

3.  Smoking is just fine.  It won’t hurt 
me.  Besides, I can’t quit. 

NOT!   Cigarette smoke contains 
chemicals that squeeze off blood 
vessels.  It that happened to be the 
tiny vessel delivering oxygen and food 
to your optic nerve, you stand to lose 
¼ or ½ of your vision.  Permanently.   
So find a doctor who likes helping 
with smoking cessation, and begin 
a substitute [gum patches, pills]; set 
up a support system, and always 
remember what’s at risk if you don’t 
quit.  If you need a reminder, just 

cover one eye for an hour.   Doctoroz.
com has a great section on this.  

4.  I just noticed I can’t see out of one 
eye.  Maybe this will go away.   

FIVE VERY DANGEROUS 
WORKS!!  Vision loss is an 
emergency.  Call your ophthalmologist 
[Eye MD] right away.  Some problems 
become unfixable quickly.  

5.  I’ve just lost vision and called my 
doctor.  His staff invited me right in.  
But I can’t get a ride until next week.

Please re-read the last section.  

6.  I have a serious eye disease that’s 
treated with medication.  But I ran out 
and can’t get a refill till next week.

Most eye diseases need continual 
treatment.   Call your doctor’s office 
and follow their advice.  Most doctors 
stock ‘spares’ or can suggest an 
alternative.  Always stay on top of 
your refills.  

Dr. Bill Davitt,  Board Certified Eye 
MD,  8815 Dyer  757-3937
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Jose Luis Hernandez
Personal Affairs ChairmanP E R S O N A L  A F F A I R S

Investing Doesn’t Have to be That Complicated

I wish I had a dollar every 
time someone told me about 
their cosmic investment 
strategy. Maybe it works for 
them; maybe not.  Investor 
psychology indicates we tend 
to remember our gains and 
forget our losses—remember 
that fishing trip when we caught 
the big fish? We don’t tend to 
remember the hours or days 
before we bagged the big fish. 
Plus there are trading costs to 
consider. Put the gains, losses 
and costs together and what’s 
their net performance?
Surveys and analyses from 

investment firms are not 
encouraging about individual 
investors’ trading successes. 
Even professionals pick 
numerous stocks hoping a small 
number of selections will carry 
the load for the majority of picks 
that won’t work out. The majority 
of mutual fund managers can’t 
beat the free flowing markets 
we pay them to beat.
The average investors I 

meet who are saving for a 
dream retirement tend to 
think investing is naturally 
complicated. Can you blame 
them? Look how investing 
is portrayed in publications, 
TV, radio, and the web. It’s 
a process heavily laden with 
detailed numbers, analysis, and 
market sensitive, time critical 
trades. “The pros can’t get it 
right, how can I!?” is what I 
hear.
People tend to think investing 

is a direct relationship with 
their account value since they 
understand their account 
statement and value. For many, 
if the stock market goes down, 
it’s a bad thing. After all, have 
you heard the news reports 
during a down market? “And 
look at my account value going 
down!” This compels people to 

think they have to act to protect 
their account value by dumping 
the stock funds that are bringing 
down their retirement account 
value. After being burned by 
the down market, they are 
reluctant to re-enter the stock 
market until it has gone up for 
years thereby proving it’s safe 
to return to water, so to speak. 
This whole mindset couldn’t be 
more wrong.
Truth is it doesn’t have to be 

complicated. Don’t believe the 
talking heads and marketing 
hype. Investing can be simple 
for the great majority who are 
building wealth over the course 
of their working lives. The 
ingredients for wealth creation 
to retire comfortably are pretty 
simple:
• Contribute to your retirement 

account regularly; every pay 
period.
• Invest 10% or more per pay 

check.
• Have a portfolio heavier in 

stocks than bonds/cash.**
• Don’t take loans or 

withdrawals from retirement 
accounts.
• Re-balance your portfolio 

annually to maintain the 
appropriate stock/bond/cash 
mixture.
• Increase your contributions 

after raises, promotions, and job 

changes—max it out.
**The proportion of stocks 

typically decreases as you 
close in on retirement but will 
normally remain at least 30-50% 
of your portfolio to maintain 
some growth potential in your 
assets in retirement. I’m talking 
about the mutual funds you can 
purchase in your retirement 
accounts. 
The above ingredients ensure 

that as the stock market rises 
and falls over the years (which 
it will), your steady contributions 
buy more stock ownership 
shares in depressed market 
periods. It is a key wealth 
building strategy that lower 
stock markets are necessary for 
us to build wealth. Down stock 
markets are normal occurrences 
that are historically short-lived. 
We never know what the stock 
markets will do in advance, so 
regular contributions ensure you 
are buying stocks on the cheap 
when stock prices fall. As the 
stock markets return, you’ll be 
happy with the results.- 

See more at: http://www.moaa.org/
main_article.aspx?id=14437#sthash.
yzb8f8pi.dpuf

By Shane Ostrom, CFP®
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FREE BASIC
MEMBERSHIP

Contact the El Paso MOAA Membership 
Director (membership@elpasomoaa.org) 
for additional information.

(in MOAA National) to active 
warrant and commissioned officers 
dedicated to maintaining a strong 
national defense and to preserving 
the earned entitlements of 
members of the uniformed services, 
their families and survivors.

The El Paso Chapter MOAA
needs you!

You Need MOAA! See Membership!

trdp.org

Enroll today and enjoy

• The largest U.S. government authorized 
  dental benefits program

• Availability to all Uniformed Services 
  retirees, retired National Guard/
  Reservists, and their families

• Comprehensive coverage including 
  crowns, bridges, dentures, orthodontics 
  and dental implants

• Access to an expansive dentist network 
  for maximum cost savings

TRICARE Retiree Dental Program

866-567-1659
#72204 (2/13)

AT ITS BEST
Physical Therapy

751-0599
4242 Hondo Pass 

Suite 110

845-4060
836 E. Redd Rd., Ste. B

595-3535
2280 Trawood

FREE CONSULTATION

• Evaluation and Treatment 
of Orthopedic Problems

• Post-Surgical
Rehabilitation

• Sports and Athletic Rehab
• Work-Related Therapy

• Aquatic Therapy 
(Trawood Location)

• Spine Care & Stabilization
• Athletic Performance 

Training
• Osteoporosis Program

PROVIDING 
THE UTMOST 

IN PATIENT CARE

MOST MAJOR 
INSURANCES

ACCEPTED

WWW.BORDERTHERAPY.COM

BTS (5x3.25) MS 6.22.08:Layout 1  6/12/09  11:53 AM  Page 1

SOON! 12801 B Edgemere Ste 101-B

C h a p l a i n ’ s  C o r n e r
The Angel with the Flaming Sword

Con’td from page 7

sometimes. The are not perfect 
and sometimes they may even 
need boundaries imposed upon 
them when they overstep their 
bounds, make mistakes, or 
collapse under the weight of 
their responsibilities. But make 
no mistake about it. They all 
follow in the divine line of the 
Angel with the Flaming Sword 
for our good. They stand as 
Sentries on your behalf, doing 
their duty until the time where 
God puts everything right again. 
As your Chaplain, I believe that 
time will come when our Lord 
Jesus Christ returns in glory, the 
greatest of all Warriors. Then 

all other Warriors will beat their 
swords into plowshares, and the 
Angel guarding the Garden of 
Paradise will lower his Flaming 
Sword forever. What a day that 
will be! It’s the day all Warriors 
pray for more than all the rest 
because they are the ones who 
bear its toils and sorrows the 
hardest and longest. 
Blessings to all our Angels who 
bear the sword for good while 
they await time when Angel with 
the Flaming Sword says, I lay 
down my sword now for you at 
the order of the King of Kings. 
The time of exile is over. Come 
into the Garden and eat of the 
fruit of the Tree of Life.

Save Yourself Time & Money! 
Share or Update Your Other Health Insurance with TRICARE

Navigating your health benefits can be tricky. It gets even more complex when 
you have more than one health plan. TRICARE beneficiaries that have another 
health plan besides TRICARE need to make sure that they notify TRICARE, and 
in the process can save themselves valuable time and money.

Other health insurance, known as OHI, is alternate or additional insurance 
that is usually through an employer or a private insurance program. This does 
not include Medicare or a supplement to TRICARE. If your OHI isn’t recorded, 
TRICARE can’t coordinate your benefits and make sure that your claims are 
paid accurately and quickly. This creates more hassle for you in the end.

Con’td on page 23
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El Paso MOAA Membership 

Membership is open to Active Duty, Retired, Former Officers, Reserves, National Guard, and Warrant Officers 
of the seven uniformed services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Public Health Service and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  Spouses, Widows and Widowers may also join. 

LTC(R) Joe Gollasch 
Membership, Chairman 

     The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is dedicated to preserving the hard-
earned benefits of servicemembers.  The more members we have, the stronger our voice.  Our 
mission is urgent and we need the support of all beneficiaries.    

Contact El Paso MOAA Membership at: membership@elpasomoaa.org 
 

 
                                                    
 
                                   Welcome to our new members.  Please help us spread the 

word that MOAA needs to recruit additional active duty members to 
continue our advocacy for your benefits, force strength, and readiness. 

 
                                   MOAA works throughout the year representing and 

lobbying on behalf of all beneficiaries.  MOAA speaks with one voice… . 
Help keep MOAA strong and the most influential military lobbyist on the Hill. 
Encourage a friend or colleague to join our chapter and continue our support of 

the Fort Bliss and El Paso communities. 
 

 

MOAA PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP  Get full access to everything MOAA has to offer 
with our PREMIUM Membership, including our full spectrum of our career resources 
(one-on-one career counseling, résumé reviews, and interviewing advice and 
critiques), countless discounts on products and travel, and access to all MOAA 
exclusive publications and news updates.  
 

MOAA LIFE MEMBERSHIP    MOAA LIFE Membership remains the most elite 
level of membership for military officers and their spouses. When you become a LIFE 
Member of MOAA, you not only make us a stronger advocate for America’s military 
officers, but you also make a lifetime investment for yourself and your loved ones.  

El Paso MOAA Membership 

Membership is open to Active Duty, Retired, Former Officers, Reserves, National Guard, and Warrant Officers 
of the seven uniformed services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Public Health Service and 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  Spouses, Widows and Widowers may also join. 

LTC(R) Joe Gollasch 
Membership, Chairman 

     The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is dedicated to preserving the hard-
earned benefits of servicemembers.  The more members we have, the stronger our voice.  Our 
mission is urgent and we need the support of all beneficiaries.    
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word that MOAA needs to recruit additional active duty members to 
continue our advocacy for your benefits, force strength, and readiness. 

 
                                   MOAA works throughout the year representing and 

lobbying on behalf of all beneficiaries.  MOAA speaks with one voice… . 
Help keep MOAA strong and the most influential military lobbyist on the Hill. 
Encourage a friend or colleague to join our chapter and continue our support of 

the Fort Bliss and El Paso communities. 
 

 

MOAA PREMIUM MEMBERSHIP  Get full access to everything MOAA has to offer 
with our PREMIUM Membership, including our full spectrum of our career resources 
(one-on-one career counseling, résumé reviews, and interviewing advice and 
critiques), countless discounts on products and travel, and access to all MOAA 
exclusive publications and news updates.  
 

MOAA LIFE MEMBERSHIP    MOAA LIFE Membership remains the most elite 
level of membership for military officers and their spouses. When you become a LIFE 
Member of MOAA, you not only make us a stronger advocate for America’s military 
officers, but you also make a lifetime investment for yourself and your loved ones.  

Membership is open to Active Duty, Retired, Former Officers, Reserves, National Guard, and Warrant Officers
of the seven uniformed services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Public Health Service 

and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  Spouses, Widows and Widowers may also join.

Our chapter organized in 1956 and the El Paso chapter has an eminent reputation in Texas and at 
the national level. Our newsletter, legislative articles and website have earned national recognition. 
Additionally, the chapter received Five-Star Level of Excellence recognition for fifteen consecutive 
years (2000 — 2014). 

Sustained membership is vital to our, the El Paso Chapter, survival as a MOAA chapter.  Over the 
past five years, our membership numbers have steadily declined from a Large Category chapter 
(greater than 600 members) to a Category II chapter (300 – 399 members).  Additionally, attendance 
at our membership meetings has declined from a high of 80+ to a low of 22. Recent meeting 
attendees have averaged in the low to mid 40’s. If they continue, the aforementioned numbers will 
lead to the dilatory death of our chapter.

Our membership chair has been ardently recruiting in an active duty population with the highest 
deployment rate in history and from a group of young officers that are reluctant to join anything. One 
person and the board of directors cannot do all the recruiting.

We must captivate new members from the active duty population at Fort Bliss, and from retirees 
and former officers in the El Paso community.  Each of us knows someone who is eligible for MOAA 
membership and is not a member. We need to recruit those individuals.  Often you will receive the 
question “what is in it for me?” Here is your reply:
• In addition to representing your interests before Congress, MOAA offers a wide range of 
personal and financial services exclusive to MOAA members. Whatever the stage of your career, your 
MOAA membership delivers benefits geared specifically to you – and your family. From active-duty 
service through retirement, MOAA can help you make the most of your career as an officer.
• When you join MOAA, you become part of the strongest advocate for our military’s personnel 
and their families. The stronger our membership is; the stronger our voice becomes. Consider joining 
today because every voice counts.
• Or you can refer them to our website, elpasomoaa.org or the national site, moaa.org. Both 
sites contain excellent membership information.
• A professional officer should join a professional organization

And there are those who no longer attend our member meetings; we know who they are. We must 
encourage them to resume attendance or ascertain what we must do to get them to return.

Each chapter member is a recruiter for the chapter. Contemplating all the aforesaid, if each of us 
recruits at least one new member; we shall regain our status a large chapter again.   

Recruit………………. Recruit………………. Recruit
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surviving spouses, children, the 
disabled medically retired with 
less that 20 years of service, 
and the Guard and Reserve 
who have carried a hefty portion 
of the burden forward since 
2001 as our combat operational 
reserve. It is my hope that I 
will be able to contribute to the 
betterment of the lives of all who 
will serve our nation.”

Reason for being a MOAA 
member: To be a part of a calling 
by actively participating in putting 
forward “...military personnel 
matters and especially proposed 
legislation affecting the career 
force, the retired community, 
and veterans of the uniformed 
services...” 

Furthermore, he served on 
the Chief of Staff of the Army’s 
Retiree Council  for four years, 
2011 -2014 , being recalled to 
Active Duty for a week each year 
to serve in The Pentagon.

Ed is married to Judith (Judy) 
F. Stone. They have worked 
actively in El Paso in  charitable, 
civic, and church activities with 
Judy taking the lead. Judy has 
been at Ed’s side at every turn 
advocating legislatively for 
the betterment of conditions 
for military personnel, active, 
retired, and surviving spouses 
and children.  The Stones two 
children and four grandchildren, 
three of whom live with their 
mother in the household. 

Did you know this about Ed Stone?
 Edwin (Ed) S. Stone, 

III, hails from Freeport, 
Texas, of a pioneering family 
of professionals. Following 
graduation from The Citadel 
in 1964, he spent the next 
15 years knocking around 
the Army in the US, Vietnam, 
and Germany. In Vietnam, 
Ed served on a Team in II 
Military Region as a District 
Intelligence and Operations 
Coordinating Center Advisor, 
the Phung Hoang Program, 
formerly known as the Phoenix 
Program, participating in active 
ground combat operations. 
Additional assignments include 
command at Battery level, 
4x separate commands, in 
HAWK missile battalions in the 
US and Germany along with 
being an Operations Officer, 
Adjutant at both Battalion and 
Group, and a battalion S4 of a 
Chaparral/Vulcan unit...with all 
of the accompanying obligatory 
military schooling at the 
appropriate levels. Somewhere 
along the way, he picked up a 
Masters in Education from the 
University of Southern California 
and a Masters in Military 
Arts and Sciences from the 
Command and General Staff 
College at Fort Leavenworth. 
With a little more than fifteen 
years of active service, he was 
struck down while crossing 
a street in east El Paso by a 
kid driving a pickup truck and 
medically retired as a Major.

Figure 1: Ed and Judy Stone Figure 2: The Stone Family in El Paso

Edwin became interested in 
the Military Officers Association 
of America (MOAA) as a way to 
give back to others of his kind 
through as a volunteer. Offices 
held in the El Paso Chapter 
(MOAA): 2004, Database 
Chair; 2005, Database Chair 
and Editor of The Border 
Bulletin; 2006, President; 2007, 
President, Editor, Advertising 
Manager, and Webmaster; 
2008, Immediate Past President, 
Editor, Advertising Manager, 
and Webmaster; and, 2009, 
Immediate Past President, 
Editor, Advertising Manager, and 
Webmaster. Furthermore, he is 
an immediate Past President 
and currently Executive Vice 
President for National Legislative 
Affairs, Texas Council of 
Chapters, MOAA. 

MOAA achievements:  
participated in nine of the 
fourteen sequential annual 
chapter Five – Star Achievement 
Awards, recognized by national 
for communications efforts and 
innovation at chapter level, and 
recruited over 400 members 
for national under the Give Me 
Ten Program. He was awarded 
MOAA’s Leadership Award in 
2009. In 2012, Ed was awarded 
the MOAA Chairman’s Award; 
and, the Category Winner as the 
Legislative Columnist for 2011. 
   In 2011, he has been appointed 
to serve a four year term on the 
Army’s Chief of Staff’s Retiree 
Council. Stone is recalled to 
Active Duty for a week each April 
and assigned to The Pentagon. 
Stone says, “It is a singular 
honor to have been nominated 
by Fort Bliss, and to have been 
appointed, to serve on the Army 
Chief of Staff’s Retiree Council. 
I look forward to learning from 
those with whom I will serve 
each April for the next four years 
beginning in 2011. My particular 
interest in military personnel 
issues is in those who are 
most vulnerable, and perhaps 
somewhat overlooked and under 
served, wounded warriors, 
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Officers

Directors

Committees

Name
President
1st Vice-President/President Elect
2nd Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Chaplain

Immediate Past President
Legislative Liaison
Membership Chairman
Programs
Public Relations
Publications/Newsletter Editor
Auxiliary Liaison

Database Manager/Chapter POC
Webmaster/Mass Email
Personal Affairs Committee   Chair
TOPS
Chair, JROTC/Youth Activities
Door Prizes
Marketing
Post Liaison
UTEP ROTC Liaison

COL Forrest Smith
COL Steve Barrett
Ms. Jan Rasmussen
LTC Cathleen Burgess
Mrs. Elma Smith
LTC John H. G. Rasmussen

COL Lennie Enzel
MAJ Ed Stone
Mrs. Lenae Rasmussen
COL Bob Pitt
Ms. Judy Stone
LTC William L Moore
Ms. Connie Sullivan

LTC William L Moore
LTC William L Moore
Mr. Joe Hernandez
COL Chuck Wehmhoner
COL Steve Barrett
Mrs. Julie Pitt
LTC William L. Moore
COL Mike Heimall
COL Steve Barrett

New Mexico. 
Our second day, October 7th, 

started at 0700 hrs when we 
boarded two comfortable tour 
bus for a one hour and thirty 
minute ride down the Baltimore/
Washington Belt way to the 
WW II Memorial. The weather 
started out cloudy but it had 
changed to sunshine and a 
light breeze. We all trooped 
down to the reflecting Pool for a 
Photo Opportunity in front of the 
New Mexico Column – Texas 
Column was partially obscured 
near a side entrance to the 
Memorial. A highlight of the 
morning was meeting Senator 
Bob Dole sitting at the side 
entrance of the Memorial talking 
to whomever came by. We all 
gathered around, chatting and 
taking pictures. He emphasized 
to us that the Memorial had 
been built with donated funds 
and not one penny from the 
National Government. Weather 
changed to a slight drizzle but 
didn’t last. Everyone was given 
a box lunch before continuing 
on tour.

For those who visit the 
Memorial, pay close attention 
to the Bronze Bass Reliefs 
lining the entrance. Each 
Relief depicts an event of 
WW 11 that, for many are 
poignant reminders of home 
front happenings, rationing, 

battles and eventual signings 
of surrender. You may be 
interested in the book, “Jewell In 
The Mall” which demonstrates 
the efforts construct and 
dedicate the Memorial in May 
2004 Introduction by Senator R. 
Dole. 

To make this narrative a tad 
shorter, I’ll list the Memorials 
and Monuments we visited. 
Lincoln Memorial, Washington 
Monument, Korean Memorial, 
Vietnam Wall Memorial, Nurses 
Memorial, Women’s Memorial, 
Jefferson Memorial (from a 
distance), the Marine Memorial 
(Flag on Mt Suribachi), The 
Air Force Memorial and the 
changing of the Guard at 
the Tomb of the Unknown in 
Arlington Cemetery. The Capitol 
was surrounded by scaffolding 
for needed maintenance.

Back to our hotel by 1900 
hours and dinner. At this time, 
a number of Vets spoke of their 
experiences – not necessarily 
wartime related. 

Day three dawned on 
Wednesday October 8th. 
Again, we were arranged in 
two groups for travelling home 
and the first group departed for 
the Airport at 0830. Our Group 
departed the hotel at 1100 hrs 
and proceeded through the 
Southwest Airlines Terminal 
obtaining Boarding Passes, 
gave up our luggage and on to 

Figure 3: Senator Dole, Dan Schulte and other Vets

Figure 3: Words for D-Day.

Con’td from page 9

Con’td on page 21

2015 El Paso Chapter Board
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©2009 First Command Financial Services, Inc., parent of First Command Financial Planning, Inc. (Member, SIPC, FINRA) and First Command Bank (Member FDIC / Equal Housing Lender). Financial planning services and investment products, including securities, are offered by First 
Command Financial Planning, Inc. Insurance products and services are offered by First Command Financial Services, Inc. Banking products and services are offered by First Command Bank. In certain states, as required by law, First Command Financial Services, Inc. does business as a separate 
domestic corporation, and does business in California as “First Command Insurance Services.” Securities products are not FDIC insured, have no bank guarantee and may lose value. A financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other financial goals will be met. 

DREAM
BOLDLY. Plan confidently.®

First Command Financial Services
Serving El Paso

6501 Boeing Street, Suite J-2
El Paso, TX 79925
915.772.0100
infoelpaso@firstcommand.com

Call us for retirement income planning and education funding 
solutions plus investments, insurance and banking services. 

The "The 1st Armored Division - El Paso Chapter, MOAA #2" was established 
on 7 February 2011. The 1st Armored Division - El Paso Chapter, MOAA 
#2 Scholarship is a part of “the MOAA Scholarship Fund; and thus, it is a 
nonprofit, charitable organization, incorporated in Virginia and declared 
tax-exempt by the Internal Revenue Service under §501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Its tax identification number is 54-1659039.” Please draw 
your check payable to “MOAA Scholarship Fund,” and mark the memo line 
with “1st Armored Division/TX05 - 501(c)(3).”

$22,050
RAISED

GOAL
$25,000

Charter Donors

Charter Corporate Donors

Colonel Forrest Smith, USA
Colonel Constance J Moore, USA, Retired
Colonel and Mrs Stephen L. Barrett, USAF, Retired
Lieutenant Colonel William L. Moore, USA, Retired
Major and Mrs. Edwin S Stone, III, USA Retired
CWO and Mrs. Emiliano Gorgas-Cabrera, USA, Retired
Miss Elma Rodriguez

Casa Ford and Casa Nissan. El Paso, Texas
Security Services Federal Credit Union, El Paso, Texas

THE 1ST ARMORED DIVISION 
EL PASO CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP

Mail your contribution to:
MOAA Scholarship Fund

PO Box 320910
Alexandria, VA 22320–4910

Members and friends of the 
El Paso Chapter, MOAA are 
encouraged to donate to 
this worthy cause for eligible 
children of soldiers assigned 
to the 1st Armored Division.
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East Ft. Bliss 
20727 
Constitution Ave. 
Marshall
1741 Marshall Rd.
William Beaumont   
5005 N. Piedras

Customized Checking Accounts!  Low Checking Account Fees!
Over 28,000 NO FEE ATMs Nationwide!

One Stop Shop for ALL your Financial Needs!

Federally Insured 
by NCUA

MILITARY  CHECKING  ACCOUNTS!

“It’s Our Turn To Serve You!”

www.FirstLightFcu.org
915-562-1172
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Major Edwin (Ed) S. Stone, III
USA, Retired, 06-24-2014L E G I S L AT I V E

It is at times difficult for Snuffy Smith to determine which is most important as the exigency of the legislative landscape 
changes; so, if a ton of bricks is going to fall on Snuffy, he must address that which will go against him the most first. For 
example, any reduction in pay and benefits for the active force will impact them in retirement and move up in priority for 
being addressed over other needs. So, danger takes center stage as it appears.

 In the October Border Bulletin, Snuffy Smith put forward two Biggies, Repealing Survivors Benefit Plan (SBP) and 
Veterans Administration Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC) Offsets and maintaining military compensation at 
levels commensurate with the market place now and in the future, critical to his needs.

 The “Bag of Biggies” grows. Let’s talk about Biggie Three. 
 BIGGIE THREE: Chapter 61 retirements at less than 20 years of service are off set Dollar for Dollar with 

Veterans Administration Compensation. The number of years one served receives no recognition VA compensation for his 
retirement based on his choice...he takes the most from one source or chooses the least to have the other set off. Let’s 
take an Enlisted Grade of E-7 with 19 years of service as an example, one who receives $3,210 in medical retirement...he 
is eligible to receive $2,816 in VA Compensation. The FIX to this injustice would compensate this NCO at a rate of 2.5% 
per year of military service or 47.5% of his base pay, $2,033 per month...medical retirement pay would be waived in taking 
the VA compensation but the total would be greater...rather than $3,210 in medical retirement, the retiree would receive 
$2,816 in VA Compensation plus $2,033 for a monthly total of $4,849. Quite a difference, $4,849 - $3,210 = $1,659 a 
month more. Check the math on page 5: http://www.moaa.org/uploadedFiles/MOAA_Main/Main_Menu/Publications/
Books_and_Guides_-_MOAA_Info_Exchange%C2%AE/Undue_Sacrifice/Undue%20Sacrifice.pdf

 The remedy: House Bill 333 has the most support in terms of co-sponsors http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/
bills/?bill=62348361 as does Senate Bill 234 http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/?bill=62389806 Please, use the Capwiz 
message to solicit support from our Senators, again our Senators are MIA...thank Representative O’Rourke as he 
supports all key issues. This Snuffy is a Chapter 61 Retiree and believes that SBP/DIC offset, Biggie One in the October 
issue concerning surviving military spouses, should be corrected before Chapter 61 offsets for fear that surviving spouses 
will never receive justice unless their issue is resolved first.

 BIGGIE FOUR: Snuffy needs the Reserve Retirement Deployment Credit Correction Act to be codified into 
law...current legislation unfairly computes the age that Reserve Components may retire causing combat related time 
not being computed into the mix. The solution is in the form of two Bills: House Bill 690 http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/
bills/?bill=62432446 and the Senate companion Bill 240 http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/?bill=62390791 

 IMMEDICACY: The latter is the only item currently in the Defense Bill highlighted for support by MOAA http://
www.moaa.org/Main_Menu/Take_Action/Top_Issues/Serving_in_Uniform/Compensation/MOAA_Lays_Out_Defense_
Bill_Priorities.html  This speaks to the urgency and immediacy of legislative matters right in front of Snuffy causing a 
reordering of priorities. The other two issues are: Full Future COLAs and a SBP Special Needs Trust for surviving adult 
children. Biggie Four and the latter two deserve your immediate support when MOAA decides to ask us to address them.

 “FOGGY BOTTOM” RUMORS SWIRL – as in the seat of government and not the toilet bowl: The Military 
Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission (MCRMC) report when finalized will be the blue print for 
legislation. Current submission date for the recommendations to the President and Congress is February 15, 2015.

 Lots of unsubstantiated rumors flying about:
• Two tier retirement...stay 10 years and get a 401K...stay 20 and receive a normal retirement with a 401K but 

instead of the 50% starts to flow after 62 or 65 (?)...before that age, only 25%.
• SBP/DIC offset cured in some fashion...50% instead of 55% and premiums are increased...only available to those 

who lose their sponsor after the legislation is enacted.
• Chapter 61 Concurrent Receipt with less than 20 years of service fixed in one manner or another.
• TRICARE programs rolled into one with higher fees...Tricare For Life may not be immune to changes.
 Grandfathering? Maybe? Just the same, the fix must start sometime with the hope that all is fully repaired down 

the road. Hope this Snuffy lives to see all come to fruition.
 So, “latrine talk” for now. Don’t know the facts, yet.
 Stay engaged. Join the fight to preserve our country and military from harm: http://www.moaa.org/join/   Also, 

contact membership@elpasomoaa.org. Enlisted or Civilian and want to help, join http://www.voicesfortroops.org/ and get 
the same advocacy.

Snuffy Smith’s Bag of Biggies Grows
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TSA Security. This procedure 
went quickly (no one needed 
to remove a belt or shoes), and 
arrived at the departure gate by 
1300. Boarded the plane as a 
group and by 1400 wheels were 
up. First stop was in Little Rock, 
Arkansas where we remained 
on the plane and continued on 
to Dallas, Love Field. During 
the flight, we all received Mail. 
In the envelopes were letters, 
drawings and poems from 
children in the Clint and Socorro 
Elementary, middle and High 
Schools, addressed to us by 
name, thanking us for saving 
the world, blessing us, and 
wishing us all the best. At 1700, 
we arrived in Dallas and stayed 
on the plane while passengers 
deplaned and others came on. 
Departed at 1800 for El Paso 
and Home.

The final leg of our journey 
brought us to El Paso at 1815 
hrs. As we deplaned, we were 
met by cheering crowds of well 
wishers clapping hands etc. 
Jimmy Melver, of Flags Over 
America, received special 
permission to meet us in the 
Gate area where he distributed 
US Flags to one and all. As 
we came down the elevator to 
the waiting lounge, we could 
hear more clapping, the Belair 
High School Highlanders Bag 

1-800-303-4234

6716 Mesa Grande
El Paso, TX 79912

(915) 833-2650
SANDY GIBSON

aroundandabouttours@earthlink.net

http://www.aroundandaboutours.com/

COUPON!!
$25 OFF on

your 1st overnight stay!!

AROUND
AND

ABOUT TOURS
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Figure 5: Homecoming at the gates in El Paso

Figure 6: We were greeted by the band

Pipers were playing God Bless 
America. We were pleased 
to see soldiers from the 1st 
AD step up and greet us and 
take our baggage or whatever 
else we were carrying to the 
Baggage Claim Area. As we 
walked along, JR ROTC Cadets 
from the Socorro and Clint 
schools were in dress uniforms 
saluting and it was thrilling to 
return the salutes and shake 
their hands as we walked 
by. Boy and Girl Scouts and 
members of other organizations 
were also waiting to greet us.  

Our last contact with the 
Honor Flight Coordinators was 
at Baggage Claim alerting us 
to a meeting in December to 
review the events of the last 
three days. 

Glad to be home!!! 

Hats off to the Southern New 
Mexico/El Paso Honor Flight 
organization and its dedicated 
staff. From planning to 
execution, it was apparent that 
the work had been arranged, 
conducted and completed by 
dedicated and resourceful 
people.         

HONOR FLIGHT 
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 MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
        YES! Sign me up as a  Member
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M1300CJPRE
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EL PASO CHAPTER MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
  COL Lenore Enzel 755-2325
1st Vice-President
  Vacant      
2nd VICE-PRESIDENT
  Mrs Janet Rasmussen  598-3835
CHAIR 3rd VP
  COL Steve Barrett 478-335-2888
SECRETARY
  Cathleen Burgess 757-9963 
TREASURER
  Mrs Lenae Rasmussen
CHAPLAIN
  LTC John H. G. Rasmussen 

DIRECTORS       
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
  COL Forrest E Smith 449-8944
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
  MAJ Edwin S Stone, III 598-6058
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
VACANT
PROGRAMS
  COL Bob Pitt   533-5111
PUBLIC RELATIONS
  Mrs Judy Stone   598-6058
PUBLICATIONS/EDITOR
  LTC William L. Moore 842-9650      

COMMITTEES         
WEBMASTER
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650
PERSONAL AFFAIRS COM. CHAIR
  Mr Joe Hernandez
TOPS
  COL Chuck Wehmhoner       
CHAIR, JROTC/YOUTH ACT.
 COL Steve Barrett
DATABASE/CHAPTER POC 
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650 
DOOR PRIZES
  Mrs Julie Pitt  533-5111 
MARKETING
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650
POST LIAISON
  COL Mike Heimall
UTEP ROTC Liaison
  COL Steve Barrett

EMail:
President -- president@elpasomoaa.org
Secretary -- secretary@elpasomoaa.org
Treasurer -- treasurer@elpasomoaa.org

Membership -- membership@elpasomoaa.org
Historian -- historian@elpasomoaa.org

Publications -- publications@elpasomoaa.org
General Info -- info@elpasomoaa.org
Webmaster -- web@elpasomoaa.org

The Officer Placement Service -- tops@elpasomoaa.org

Mail:
El Paso Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 6144
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906-0144

Telephone:
Secretary -- 915-757-9963 or 915-842-9650

TAX SCAM 
Scammers are calling and claiming to be an IRS agent or 

someone from the U.S Treasury Department calling in reference to 
a problem with your tax return or a lawsuit filed by the IRS against 
you. They may claim that “you did not pay enough money” or that 
“the payment was never received and the only way to remedy this 
is to get money to them immediately”. To make their claim seem 
legitimate they will spoof their phone number so that it shows up 
on caller id as the IRS toll free number. They use fake names and 
IRS badge numbers.

Scammers are also sending emails that appear to be from the 
IRS and include a link to a bogus web site that mirrors the official 
IRS web site. These emails specify that “you are to update your 
IRS e-file immediately”. The emails may mention USA.gov or 
IRSgov; do not click on these links or respond to the emails. These 
emails are NOT from the IRS.

The IRS will NEVER initiate contact with you via phone, email, 
texting or any social media requesting personal or financial 
information. All initial IRS communication is via paper letters 
mailed to you. The IRS NEVER asks for immediate payment on 
the phone; liens are only placed on assets after many months of 
attempted collection.

If you ever are concerned about an issue relating to the IRS or 
NYS or any other taxing authority, please contact us immediately. 
CONTACT YOUR ACCOUNTANT...

To save yourself an OHI headache, it is important to let your provider and 
regional contractor know once you get OHI. When you notify TRICARE about 
your OHI status, you are reducing the amount of paperwork when you receive 
care, and will help your provider submit claims with more accuracy. By law, 
TRICARE is required to be the second payer when you have OHI. So, it is 
important that beneficiaries keep TRICARE and their provider informed when 
they have and if they lose OHI.

Since TRICARE pays after any other health insurance plan, when filing a 
claim, make sure to file with your OHI first. If your other health insurance doesn’t 
cover the entire cost of your claim, file a claim with TRICARE and include a 
copy of your OHI’s explanation of benefits. The same rules apply to TRICARE’s 
pharmacy coverage. If you have other prescription drug coverage, that plan will 
pay first and TRICARE pays second. Often, this will cover the entire cost of your 
care or prescription. Keep in mind that you can avoid higher pharmacy costs by 
getting your prescriptions filled at a TRICARE network pharmacy that is also in 
your other plan’s network.

Even if you get your medical care at a military hospital or clinic at no cost 
to you, it is important that TRICARE know about your OHI. When your other 
insurance company pays their fair share of your health care costs it helps 
the military hospital provide better care for you and other patients. Keeping 
TRICARE informed of your additional benefits ensures the lowest cost for 
you, and allows TRICARE to improve the claims process while reducing fraud 
and abuse. To learn more about using OHI with TRICARE please visit www.
TRICARE.mil/OHI.
 
SOURCE:  TRICARE News Release at http://www.tricare.mil/SaveTimeOHI
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WILLIAM TIPPIN & COMPANY, P.C.

WILLIAM TIPPIN JR., CPA
7500 Viscount, Suite 108, El Paso, TX 79925

(915) 592-9696   Fax (915) 592-9924
Toll Free:  1(877) 692-9696

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

wtippin@juno.com

CPA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


