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Statement of Publication 
The Border Bulletin is the newsletter of the 

El Paso Chapter, Military Officers Association of 
America.  It is published bi-monthly, even months, 
to inform the membership of issues and activities 
of interest to all.  elpasomoaa.org is a non-profit 
entity within the State of Texas organized to 
represent the membership and to support the 
activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  
MOAA National. Advertising contained on the 
website and in the newsletter and directory are not 
endorsed by the Chapter and does not represent 
any recommendation to the membership.  
Opinions expressed in articles contained herein 
are not necessarily those of the membership as 
a whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be 
directed to the Editor, at the Chapter office.

The advertisements that appear in 
this publication/website do not reflect an 
endorsment by MOAA or the El Paso Chapter.

DANIEL S. WASHBURN, M.D.
OPHTHALMOLOGY-EYE SPECIALIST

8815 Dyer, Suite 130

PH. 915-757-3937

FAX. 915-757-3946

Levels of Excellence
Runner-up     2000 and 2001
Five-Star Chapter     2001 thru 2018
Communications Award Print Newsletter
Five Star      2015, 2016, 2018, and 2019
Four Star      2017
Winner      2004, 2012, 2013 and 2014
Runner-up     2008 thru 2011
Communications Award Print Legislative Coverage
Winner      2008, 2009, 2011 and 2012
Communications Award Website
Five-Star      2015 thru  2019
Winner      2010 thru 2013
Runner-up     2009 and 2014

Editorial Policy
MOAA national and 
the El Paso Chapter 

(a MOAA affiliate) 
are independent, 

nonprofit, and 
politically nonpartisan 

organizations.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mike Hester

Happy Fall Teammates! Hard to believe that the summer is in our 
rearview mirror and we are gearing up for Halloween! It was great 
to see all the folks in our August luncheon. If you remember we 
had quite a bit of rain so it was a pleasant surprise to see so many 
people brave the weather and turn out. We had a superb rundown 
from the El Paso Community Foundation who will be overseeing our 
scholarship for us in the future. It is going to be an excellent partner-
ship and I want to thank both Kathrin Berg and Eric Summerford for 
their outstanding presentation as well as the time they spent with us. 

Great job Eric and Kathrin welcome to the MOAA family! 

Now I know there were/are some gripes about the length of our last Lunch. That was all on me as I 
lost track of time. Next time I promise to have the official portion done NLT 1300 and if folks want to stay 
later, they can. Speaking of the next lunch sign up now for the October lunch. I am tracking 9 October 
1130 at Underwood Golf Course. Guest speaker will be our own David Thackston and Ms. Connie Sul-
livan is going to wow us with some Spanish dancing. Come on out and join the fun. 

I wanted all our members to know that we nominated our own Dave Garcia (CW Retired) to be named 
El Paso County Veteran of the Year. Dave does selfless work as our Legislative Director and I have 
never met a guy more well versed on upcoming legislative efforts that affect our community.  Dave we 
are pulling for ya!

Although I really sound like a broken record now, we are still looking for a few good women and men 
to assist both the foundation and chapter operations. Every little bit helps and to be brutally honest I am 
growing concerned about the ability of the chapter and foundation to maintain future operations if we do 
not have some people who are willing to step up and catch hold and lift. We have excellent volunteers 
but it seems like the weight of the operations land on the same shoulders. We have some excellent 
initiatives to get the MOAA name on the street but as always it takes great folks like you to make it 
happen. Right now we have vacancies in the secretary position, marketing, recruiting, advertising. And 
if you just want to assist, I guarantee we can find some work that is suitable to your needs. If you are 
interested please give me a shout at mikehester65@gmail.com. If you do not want to talk to me feel free 
to contact any of the BOD members and we will get you on the management team.

Sign up for the lunch in October and I look forward to seeing all of ya! As always proud to serve and I 
will see you on the high ground soon!

Mike 

PS- Did I mention we are looking for volunteers?
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Board of Directors
President  (Vacant)               
Vice President 
LTC John Robbins, Ret.                 
Secretary CPT Ashley Speer                     
Treasurer LTC (R) Dave Powell           
Director, Veterans Activities  
Col (R) Lennie Enzel                                
Ambassador, Military Org
Cpt (R) David Thackston
Director  Col (R) Maureen Lofberg
Chaplain Connie Sullivan                                        
President, El Paso MOAA Chapter 
Col (R) Mike Hester

Foundation Officers 2021
President Vacant
Vice-President LTC John Robbins, Ret.
Secretary CPT David Thackston
Treasurer LTC Dave Powell
Chapter Advisot COL Mike Hester

Capt. Amy Bauernschmidt, USN, became the first woman to take 
command of a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier Aug. 19 at a change-
of-command ceremony for USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) in San 
Diego.

Bauernschmidt, who was tapped for a 2022 carrier command in 
December along with five fellow officers, served as the carrier's 
executive officer from 2016-2019, the first woman to serve in that 
capacity aboard a nuclear-powered flattop. She recently command-
ed USS San Diego (LPD-22), an amphibious transport dock.

“There is no more humbling sense of responsibility than to know 
you are entrusted with the care of the people who have chosen to 
protect our nation,” Bauernschmidt said at the Aug. 19 ceremony, 
according to a Navy press release. She also thanked outgoing com-
manding officer Capt. Walt “Sarge” Slaughter for turning over “the 
finest ship in the fleet.”

Bauernschmidt graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in An-
napolis, Md., in 1994 and was designated as a naval aviator in 1996, 
according to her Navy bio. She has racked up more than 3,000 flight 
hours in naval aircraft.

The San Diego-based carrier is set to deploy in the coming 
months, according to the San Diego Union-Tribune. The ship re-
turned in January 2020 from a 295-day deployment.

Navy Captain Makes History as First 
Woman to Command and Aircraft Carrier
By: Kevin Lilley

s 

 

Mrs. Connie Sullivan will 
demonstrate for our 

Chapter Spanish Dance. 

SPANISH DANCE 
DEMONSTRATION 
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OCTOBER

Meeting Program

Lunch Menu

Saturday, 9 October
Underwood Golf Course

Please submit your Lunch
Reservations no later than

___________________

Treasurer: MOAA
PO Box 6144

El Paso, TX 79906-0144

$ 20 Per Person

REMITTANCE
ENVELOPE ENCLOSED

All dinner reservations 
with payment to our 

postal mail box

Sequence of Events
11:00 — 11:45 Social Hour

11:45 — 1200 Opening Ceremony

12:00 — 12:45 Meal Service

12:45 — 13:30 Program

13:30 — 13:45 Door Prize Drawing

13:45 — 14:00 Closing Ceremony

Schnitzel

Green Bean Almondine

Home Fries

Tossed Green Salad w/
Dressing

Dinner Rolls with Butter

Coffee, Iced Tea & Water

MOAA Cake

David Thackston
Our guest speaker this month, David 

Thackston, is a member of our local 
chapter of MOAA and a third generation 
army veteran. As an army brat, he went 
to first and second grade in El Paso and 
eleventh and twelfth grade in El Paso, 
graduating from Irvin High School with 
a four year Army ROTC scholarship to 
college. An alumnus of the University 
of Notre Dame and UTEP, upon being 
commissioned a second lieutenant in 
1977, he accepted an eight year Army 
Reserve commitment in lieu of four 
years active duty. He served 11 years 
in the Army Reserve rising to the rank 
of Captain.

In his civilian career he was involved 
in merchandising sales, marketing, 
public relations, publishing and political 
consulting, eventually forming his own 
business, Marketing PROS. He has 
been involved in the local business, 
civic and veteran community for many 
years. Shortly after graduating from col-
lege, David got involved in the Jaycees 
(Junior Chamber of Commerce) where 
he practiced and improved his leader-
ship skills and developed a passion for 
community service and political activity. 
He is a past president of the El Paso 
Jaycees, a past state vice president of 
the Texas Jaycees, a graduate of Lead-
ership El Paso class 7 and a past presi-

dent of the Leadership El Paso Alumni 
Association. Upon leaving the Jaycees 
in 1994, he got more directly involved 
in the political process, both locally and 
statewide.

David served the El Paso County Re-
publican Party as secretary and elec-
tions administrator for twelve years 
under four different County Chairmen. 
He also served as an elected repre-
sentative on the Texas State Republi-
can Executive Committee from 2000-
2008 and 2010-2014. David has been 
a delegate from Texas to five Repub-
lican National Conventions and was 
the Presidential Elector from the 16th 
Congressional District of Texas in 1996 
and 2016. He has twice served on the 
El Paso City Ad Hoc Charter Commis-
sion, recommending changes to the El 
Paso City Charter and served on the El 
Paso City Redistricting Commission in 
2011 and is currently serving on both 
the El Paso City Redistricting Commis-
sion and the El Paso County Redistrict-
ing Commission.

David is a member of several local 
veteran organizations and the former 
Commander of the Military Order of the 
World Wars.  He is a former employee 
of the Texas Veterans’ Land Board, 
where he served as an outreach mar-
keting specialist in west Texas. He also 
serves on the Board of Directors of 
MRE (Missionary Radio Evangelists) is 
vice president of the Board of Directors 
for El Paso Flags Across America/Old 
Glory Memorial and serves on several 
Sun Bowl committees.

Our program for this month will deal 
with the political environment and up-
coming changes on the horizon, to in-
clude this November’s vote on Texas 
constitutional amendments and pos-
sible political boundary changes due 
to population growth and shifts that will 
take place next year.  David will have 
several other guests with him to assist 
him in his presentation. 

OCTOBER GUEST SPEAKER
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Report a 
Retiree Death 

Monday - Friday:
0730 - 1700

915-568-5207
After Hours (Installation)

915-569-6950/6951
or visit:

https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary

EL PASO VA HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEM 
PHARMACY
There are four convenient options 
for refilling prescriptions which 
can then be mailed directly to your 
home. Choose any process that is 
easy for you to use:

• Call the automated phone 
system at (915) 564-6100 ext. 
6110 or 1-800-672-3782 ext.6110.  
  Follow the directions to process 
your refill.

• Mail in your refill slips.

• Drop the refill slip in the mail-out 
box located in the pharmacy.

• Use the MyHealtheVet Website: 
www.myhealth.va.gov 

  Please note, window service at 
the Pharmacy will be limited to 
new prescriptions only.  So, for 
all refills, please use one of the 4 
options listed above.

Location: 2nd Floor, 
West Hallway. 
Hours: Mon - Fri., 
8:00am-4:30pm; 
Except Tues., 
9:00am-4:30pm
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CHAPLAIN CORNER
Mrs. Connie Sullivan
Oh! , My Dear Members, what 

is happening to our country. 
What of the lives that have been 
lost and sacrifices that have been 
made by our loved and precious 
soldiers.

Now that our troops are home 
from Afghanistan, we have a 
sense of relief and are very 
grateful to God for bringing them 
home safe, except as we know, 
for the soldiers that were killed in 
that terrible explosion.

Our hearts go out to the loved 
ones of those heros and I am sure 
that all of us are feeling tremen-
dous sorrow for those families.

Dear Members, now more than 
ever, for us believers, is the time 
when we need to come together 
in prayer for our Military because 
the ones that are still in that part 
of the country are in tremendous 
danger.

We also need to ask our gov-
ernment to do more to protect 
our soldiers wherever they are 
stationed.

For us that believe in God, we 
as well, should pray for all the 
people that were left behind and 
the ones that our Military was 
able to bring out of the country 
safe,

God will hear our desperate 
prayers according to our faith 
and in our supplications, we 
need to include our country for 
people that are going through so 
much devastation from the fires, 
floods and for the people that are 
losing their loved ones from the 
Covid and Delta Virus.

If we come to HIM with humil-
ity, with sincere hearts and con-
trite spirits, HE will hear our pleas 
and answer our requests.

Repenting of our wrong doings, 
perhaps, these challenges, trials 
and afflictions might be lifted 
and if we ask for forgivesness of 
our short comings, our faults and 
our sins, He will have mercy on 
us.

In all these chaos and tribula-
tions that are happening every 
where, it will take the hand of 
God to bring these circumstanc-
es to a stop, for HE is the only 
one that has the power to do so.
 
And now that our troops are 

out of Afghanistan, we wonder 
what is going to happen because 
it was said in the news that the 
Afghan soldiers had abandoned 
the extremely expensive Military 
equipment, vehicles, and many 
powerful weapons that our gov-
ernment had issued them.

Sooooooo!!! My Dear Mem-
bers, all we can do is continue 
praying for our helpless feelings 
of despair over our most beloved 
country.

Only God knows what is in 
store for us, however, one thing 
we do know for sure, is that HE 
will never leave us nor forsake 
us, if we trust HIM and keep HIS 
word
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retiree pay dates for 2021 annuitant pay dates for 2021

direct deposit Dates

february 1

march 1

april 1

april 30

JUNE 1

july 1

JULY 30

SEPTEMBER 1

october 1

november 1

DECEMBER 1

december 30

direct deposit Dates

february 1

march 1

april 1

may 3

june 1

july 1

august 2

september 1

october 1

november 1

december 1

january 3, 2022

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December 

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December 
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Donations 
Duration Varies 
JEFC Donations: Clothing, Shoes, Accessories, Toys, Nursing, Maintenance, Media, Electronics, Seasonal, Uniforms, 
Household, Furniture, Appliances, Sports Gear, Hygiene, Military Gear, Crafts and Books. 
Food Pantry Donations: Non Perishable foods such as – Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruits, Bagged Grains, One box meals, 
Canned Protein, Breakfast items and Snacks. 
Baby Project: Baby Wipes, Diapers, Baby Food, Baby Cereal and Formula. 
Monetary Donations: Give online: www.asymca.org/donate-el-paso Donate over the phone: (915) 263-7164 Mail a check: 
7060 Comington St. El Paso, TX 79930 
 
Volunteering at the JEFC 
Duration Varies 
Offering active duty service members, military spouses and Fort Bliss Youth a positive opportunity to earn volunteer 
hours in their community. Volunteers can earn up to 52 hours a month during business hours to go towards school credit, 
promotion points or resumes. 
Volunteer Requirements: - Current Physical - Must be registered in Amilia. 
Ages 17 and under must be accompanied by parent or legal guardian. 
To register visit: www.asymca.org/el-paso-sign-in 
 
Baby Project 
Duration Varies · Free to military E6 and below 
Junior Enlisted military families in need are allowed one bundle of diapers, baby wipes and up to 10 baby food items per 
week during hours of operation while supplies lasts. 
Hours of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:30am - 2:30pm 
Location: 2004 Sheridan Rd. Fort Bliss, TX 
 
Emergency Food Pantry 
Duration Varies 
Military families in need can pick up a voucher for further assistance while visiting ACS, which can then be redeemed at 
our JEFC during our hours of operation. 
Hours of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and 3rd Saturday of the month from 10:30am - 2:30pm 
Location: 2004 Sheridan Rd. Fort Bliss, TX 
Army Community Services 2494 Ricker Road 915-568-0768 
 
Shopping 
Duration Varies · Free to military E6 and below 
Free new and gently used items to Junior Enlisted E6 and below military families in need. 
-Clothing, Shoes, Accessories, Toys, Nursing, Maintenance, Media, Electronics, Seasonal, Uniforms, Household, Furniture, 
Appliances, Sports Gear, Baby items, Hygiene, Military Gear, Crafts and Books. 
Hours of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and 3rd Saturday from 10:30am - 2:30pm 
To register visit: www.asymca.org/el-paso-sign-in 
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Get yours today at MOAA.ORG; your family will Thank You! 

• A 100% identification card check of all personnel will be 
implemented at all Fort Bliss access control points.

• All Department of Defense and non-DoD vehicular occu-
pants, including the driver and all of-age passengers, will have 
to present an ID card - valid state driver's license, government/
federal ID card, passport, etc. - for authorized access to Fort 
Bliss. 

• All vehicles and occupants entering Fort Bliss are subject to 
random searches and inspections, as has always been the 
standard.

• All non-DoD persons can expect to obtain a visitor’s pass 
at certain gates with VCC (Visitor Control Centers). Travelers 
should plan their time accordingly as access times to Fort Bliss 
might be increased following these enduring security measure 
enhancements.

For more detailed information on gate access and hours of opertation see 
https://www.bliss.army.mil/gateinfo.html.

FORT 
BLISS 

ACCESS 
CONTROL 

POINTS
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August 2021August 2021
Luncheon Luncheon 



THE BORDER BULLETIN 13
THE BORDER BULLETINTHE BORDER BULLETIN



EL PASO MOAA14



THE BORDER BULLETIN 15

 

October	2021	Membership	Meeting	&	Lunch	

The	General	George	V.	Underwood,	Jr.	Golf	Course	
3200	Coe	Ave.,	El	Paso,	TX	79916	

Date:	Saturday,	9	October	2021		
Time:	1130	-1400	

Guest	Speaker:		
David Thackston 
Vice President, El Paso Flags Across America 

Menu	
Schnitzel	
Sautéed	Broccoli	Almandine	
Tossed	Green	Salad	w/Dressing		
Roll	&	Butter	
Water,	Coffee	&	Iced	Tea	
 
Dress: Casual 
 
Cost: $20/person 
 
Lunch	Treasurer:	treasurer@elpasomoaa.org	 
Membership	or	email	queries:	membership@elpasomoaa.org		
Mail	To:	El	Paso	Chapter	MOAA,	Attn.:	Treasurer,	PO	Box	6144,	Fort	Bliss,	TX	79906-0144	

Please	fill	in	this	acceptance	slip,	and	return	to	the	Treasurer	by	Tuesday,	5	October	2021	with	a	
check	for	$20	per	person,	the	cost	of	the	luncheon.	Late	Reservations,	call	Bob	Pitt,	915-533-5111	
or	Dave	Powell,	915-491-1272,	by	Noon,	Wednesday,	October	6,	and	pay	at	the	door.	

Lunch	will	be	on	Saturday	9	October	2021	at	11:30	a.m.	
Please	print	guest	names	clearly	to	ensure	the	correct	spelling	on	the	registration	listing.	

I	will	/	will	not	attend	the	lunch	and	there	will	be	_______	attendees	in	my	party.	

My	check	for	$	_____	($20.00	per	person)	made	payable	to	the	“El	Paso	Chapter”	is	enclosed.	

Name	of	Member:	________________________________________		

Telephone	Number:	_______________________________________			

Name(s)	of	Guests:	________________________________________		

Name(s)	of	Guests:	________________________________________	
	
Name(s)	of	Guests:	________________________________________	
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Scammers Cost Military Retirees and 
Veterans $68 Million Last Year

By: Kevin Lilley
Military retirees and veterans far outpaced other members of the military community when it comes 
to damage done by financial fraud in 2020, according to federal data released in July, with $68 million 
reported lost to various scams.
That figure nearly doubles the combined losses reported by active duty servicemembers ($13 mil-
lion), National Guard and Reserve members ($6 million), and spouses or dependents of active duty 
members ($17 million) according to data (The Big View: All Sentinel Reports | Tableau Public)from the 
Federal Trade Commission’s Consumer Sentinel Network.

Only 57% of fraud victims reported their rank or that of their military family member, but of those that 
did, officer-related losses topped $19 million, compared with $44 million related to enlisted members.

Top Fraud Types

Of the 66,383 fraud reports received from military consumers, nearly 29,000 were imposter scams 
(Imposter Scams | FTC Consumer Information), which can range from fraudsters impersonating Social 
Security or IRS officials to posing as family members or potential romantic partners to gain trust and 
ask for money. These scams cost military consumers $41.3 million last year.

 Other types of fraud at the top of the list:

• Fraudulent prizes, sweepstakes, and lotteries accounted for $12.3 million in losses in 2020.

• Scams connected to online shopping (Online Shopping | FTC Consumer Information)or negative 
reviews led to $8.1 million in losses.

•  Fake business or job opportunities resulted in $6.7 million in losses, as did fraudulent travel, 
vacation, and timeshare programs. The second group had the highest median loss rate ($2,475)
of all categories.

Stay Vigilant

Read MOAA’s three-part series on avoiding scams (MOAA - Don’t Be Scammed — Part 1: Be Alert), 
and learn more about scam avoidance and reporting practices at FTC.gov (Scam Alerts | FTC Con-
sumer Information). MOAA Premium and Life members can watch An Overview of Scams and Frauds, 
a recording of a webinar that was part of MOAA’s 2020 Annual Meeting presentation.
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DOC’S CORNER
Dr. Daniel Washburn.

Each article I write is 
submitted a month before 
publication. Every time 
I write about COVID, it 
seems the data is outdat-
ed by the time it is pub-
lished. So, I will try writing 
about other topics where 
the information is not so 
labile.

One of the most com-
mon health problems I 
address in my clinic is 
diabetes. Just like your 
car relies on gasoline as 
an energy source to roll 
down the highway, each 
cell in your body needs 
an energy source to 
move (muscle cells) think 
(brain cells) or breath 
(lung cells). That ener-
gy source is sugar from 
the food we eat. But the 
sugar must get inside the 
cells to be used and insu-
lin is the key that opens 

the door to let sugar into 
the cells. In diabetes, 
there is either a lack of 
insulin or the insulin does 
not work efficiently so in-
stead of sugar moving 
into the cells to be used, 
it just builds up in the 
bloodstream. 

Then, as blood carrying 
the high sugar load flows 
through blood vessels, it 
becomes toxic and starts 
to damage the vessels. 
When the blood vessels 
get damaged, they can 
no longer carry adequate 
blood supply to cells and 
tissue and the tissue 
dies. This can affect the 
heart (heart attack), eyes 
(vision loss or blindness), 
kidneys (failure and dial-
ysis) and feet (gangrene 
and amputations). 

Diabetes affects 34.2 
million Americans, over 
10% of the population. 
Symptoms include thirst, 
hunger, fatigue, weight 
loss, urinating frequently 
and blurry vision. Risk 
factors for developing di-
abetes are age over 45, 
being overweight, physi-
cal inactivity, family mem-
ber with diabetes and 
race (African American, 

Hispanic/Latino, Ameri-
can Indian).

Diabetes can be pre-
vented, reversed, or at 
least controlled but re-
quires a lot of effort. 
Weight loss, physical ac-
tivity and eating healthy 
all play a big role in pre-
vention or control. Moni-
toring blood sugar and 
taking diabetic medica-
tions also helps to con-
trol the disease. Regular 
check-ups, counseling 
and advise from your 
physicians is critical in 
diabetes management. If 
you have diabetes or any 
risk factors for it, make 
sure to get in and see 
your physician on a regu-
lar basis. It requires work 
but I see patients every 
day that have prevented, 
reversed, or controlled 
their diabetes and keep 
themselves very healthy 
and you can too. 

     
Daniel Washburn, M.D. 
Former Chief Eye 
Surgeon at WBAMC
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Please be advised that be-
ginning May 3, 2023, federal 
agencies will only accept Tex-
as driver licenses and identifi-
cation cards for official federal 
purposes - including air travel 
and entering federal facilities 
- provided the Texas driver li-
cense or identification card is 
marked REAL ID compliant. 
REAL lD compliance is indicat-
ed by a gold circle with an inset 
star located on the upper right 
of the driver license or identifi-
cation card. For additional in-
formation regarding the REAL 
ID Act, please visit http://www.

dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/
federalRealIdAct.htm.

Texas Department of Public 
Safety strongly encourages 
you to renew your license prior 
to May 3, 2023 to ensure that 
you have a REAL lD compli-
ant card. If you already have a 
REAL ID compliant card, as in-
dicated with a Gold Star in the 
upper righthand corner, you do 
not need to take any action be-
fore May 3, 2023.

If you have any questions, 
please email realid@dps.tex-
as.gov.

Fort Bliss offers Texas driver 

Texas Driver License, REAL ID and You
license services at 505 Persh-
ing Ave, Room A154

Respectfully,
William L. Moore
Lieutenant Colonel, 
US Army, Retired
Webmaster
http://elpasomoaa.org
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surviving spouse Liaison
Mrs. Connie Sullivan

Sometimes, it seems that be-
cause at our age and have been 
in this life a long time, I am talk-
ing about, Senior Citizens, we 
think that we can still do and 
or know how to perform certain 
tasks in our daily lives.

Some can if they are careful 
to follow instructions. We used 
to be able to do alot of things 
when we were young, strong 
and healthy. However, as time 
goes by, we realize that we are 
not so much able to do things as 
well or as  efficient as we did in 
the past.

Age does take a toll on us sim-
ply because we have worked 
so much and so hard for many 
years and now our our bodies 
are feeling the effects of all that 

service to our families and oth-
ers as well, to our country.

So being up in age, it is even 
more important that when we 
purchase something or are do-
ing a task that requires following 
instructions, that we are careful 
and patient in performing what 
needs to be done.

I recently bought a floor lamp 
and read the instructions several 
times. When I finally got to the 
point of assembling it, I started 
putting it together from the bot-
tom up and thought as I was 
doing it , that it was going to be 
very easy.

When I arrived at the top, come 
to fine out that it was quit difficult 
because the top was very heavy 
to screw on and with the Arthritis  
on my wrists , it was challenging 
fixing the top on, since I had real-
ized, when I started screwing the 
top piece on, that I had already 
crossed  threaded the tube it fit-
ted on. So it took me a long time 
working at doing the job that 
could have been fast and easy if 
I had only  followed the instruc-
tions correctly.

Even though, this is a minor 
thing, it goes to show that by do-

ing things the right way from the 
start we can avoid a lot of diffi-
culties and frustrations.

Life can be the same way when 
we choose to either follow the 
right or wrong path. There are 
many examples of doing what’s 
right. Like being kind and open-
ing a door at a grocery store for 
someone that is carrying a pack-
age or a baby. Sometimes even 
letting a person step ahead of us 
if they only have a few items and 
we have a cart full of groceries.

Following the instructions of 
God can make a world of differ-
ence in our lives; like thinking of 
others and trying to help them 
instead of just focusing on our 
three friends:

Me, Myself, and I.
Yes, life can be easier if we just 

follow instructions because it 
gives us not only peace of mind 
but brings us happiness, tran-
quility and joy.

RENEWALS

 Mrs. Christina Poessiger
 MAJ Charles Valentine

 CPT Daniel Moreno

site and at the conclusion of the 
parade there will be a Veterans’ 
Day ceremony at the site, with 
MOAA El Paso Chapter Presi-
dent Mike Hester as the guest 
keynote speaker. We can dis-
cuss interest and details at our 
membership luncheon/meeting 
on October 9 at the Underwood 
Golf Course.   
Also, the UAVO is requesting 

that the MOAA be one of several 
veteran organizations to donate 
money to purchase 30 40-bottle 
cases of water for distribution at 
the parade. It will cost approxi-
mately $50.00 to cover 15 cases. 
The Board of Directors decided 
at our meeting in August that 
it would be a good cause, but 
rather than take funds out of our 
chapter treasury, to rather take 
up a collection from members at 

our October membership meet-
ing, so we will be asking for any-
one that would like to support 
this endeavor to do so at that 
time. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity and support.

Con’td from page 21
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CW2 Dave Garcia, USA, Retired
LEGISLATIVE

Greeting Comrades/Members
Hope everyone is well…again thank 

the chapter for your tremendous sup-
port on our legislation concerns…We 
will continue to advocate for these key 
Bills here in El Paso with our elective of-
ficials with the support of other VSO…

 
Key Bills
Federal - HR 475
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to improve dependent coverage 
under the TRICARE Young Adult Pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

Federal - HR 910
A bill to direct the Comptroller Gen-

eral of the United States to conduct 
reviews of certain budget requests of 
the President for the medical care ac-
counts of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

Federal - HR 912
A bill to direct the Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs to make certain improve-
ments relating to mental health and 
suicide prevention outreach to minor-
ity veterans and American Indian and 
Alaska Native veterans, and for other 
purposes.

Federal - HR 1282
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to expand eligibility to certain 
military retirees for concurrent receipt 
of veterans’ disability compensation 
and retired pay or combat-related spe-
cial compensation, and for other pur-
poses.

Federal - HR 1801
A bill to amend title 38, United States 

Code, to increase the maximum age for 
children eligible for medical care under 
the CHAMPVA program, and for other 
purposes.

Federal - HR 1854
A bill to amend the Internal Reve-

nue Code of 1986 to allow for a credit 
against tax for employers of reservists.

Federal - HR 1972
A bill to amend title 38, United States 

Code, to expand the list of diseases 
associated with exposure to certain 
herbicide agents for which there is a 
presumption of service connection for 
veterans who served in the Republic of 
Vietnam to include hypertension, and 
for other purposes.

Federal - HR 1997
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to improve the TRICARE pro-
gram for certain members of the Re-
tired Reserve of the reserve compo-
nents.

Federal - HR 2127
A bill to improve the provision of 

health care and other benefits from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for vet-
erans who were exposed to toxic sub-
stances, and for other purposes.

Federal - HR 2339
A bill to amend title 37, United States 

Code, to establish a basic needs allow-
ance for low-income regular members 
of the Armed Forces.

Federal - S 321
A bill to award a Congressional Gold 

Medal to the members of the Women’s 
Army Corps who were assigned to the 
6888th Central Postal Directory Battal-
ion, known as the “Six Triple Eight.”

Federal - S 344
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to provide for concurrent receipt 
of veterans’ disability compensation 
and retirement pay for disability retir-
ees with fewer than 20 years of service 

and a combat-related disability, and for 
other purposes.

Federal - S 437
A bill to amend title 38, United States 

Code, to concede exposure to airborne 
hazards and toxins from burn pits un-
der certain circumstances, and for oth-
er purposes.

Federal - S 625
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to eliminate the enrollment fee 
requirement for TRICARE Select for 
members of the Armed Forces who re-
tired before January 1, 2018.

Federal - S 727
A bill to amend title 38, United States 

Code, to increase the maximum age for 
children eligible for medical care under 
the CHAMPVA program, and for other 
purposes.

Federal - S 829
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to improve the TRICARE pro-
gram for certain members of the Re-
tired Reserve of the reserve compo-
nents.

Federal - S 927
A bill to improve the provision of 

health care and other benefits from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for vet-
erans who were exposed to toxic sub-
stances, and for other purposes.

Federal - HR 2214
A bill to amend title 10, United States 

Code, to direct the forgiveness or off-
set of an overpayment of retired pay 
paid to a joint account for a period after 
the death of the retired member of the 
Armed Forces.

Federal - S 1488
A bill to amend title 37, United States 

Code, to establish a basic needs allow-
ance for low-income regular members 
of the Armed Forces.

(For Links to the bills see the Online 
Version of the Border Bulletin at https://
www.elpasomoaa.org/bb)
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VA Survivors Pension

A VA Survivors Pension offers monthly payments to qualified surviving spouses and unmarried dependent children of 
wartime Veterans who meet certain income and net worth limits set by Congress. Find out if you qualify and how to apply.

Am I eligible for a VA Survivors Pension as a surviving spouse?
You may be eligible for this benefit if you haven’t remarried after the Veteran’s death, and if the deceased Veteran didn’t 

receive a dishonorable discharge and their service meets at least one of the requirements listed below.

At least one of these must be true. The Veteran:
• Entered active duty on or before September 7, 1980, and served at least 90 days on active military service, with at least 1  
 day during a covered wartime period, or
• Entered active duty after September 7, 1980, and served at least 24 months or the full period for which they were called 
  or ordered to active duty (with some exceptions), with at least 1 day during a covered wartime period or
• Was an officer and started on active duty after October 16, 1981, and hadn’t previously served on active duty for at least 
  24 months

And this must be true for you:
Your yearly family income and net worth meet certain limits set by Congress. Your net worth equals the value of every-

thing you own (except your house, your car, and most home furnishings), minus any debt you owe.
Am I eligible for a VA Survivors Pension as the child of a deceased wartime Veteran?
You may be eligible for this benefit if you’re unmarried and you meet at least one of the requirements listed below.

At least one of these must be true:
• You’re under age 18, or
• You’re under age 23 and attending a VA-approved school, or
• You’re unable to care for yourself due to a disability that happened before age 18

VA Survivors Pension | Veterans Affairs https://www.va.gov/pension/survivors-pension/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVAVBA/bulletins/2efb992

Anybody interested in riding, 
marching, walking, or participat-
ing in either of the two El Paso 
Veterans’ Day parades? The 
UAVO (United American Veter-
ans Organizations) is sponsor-
ing the annual downtown Veter-
ans’ Day parade on the morning 
of Saturday, November 6th and 
the El Paso Texas Flags Across 
America is co- sponsoring along 
with Ft. Bliss the parade in north-
east El Paso on the morning of 
Thursday, November 11th. If there 
are those who are interested, we 
can arrange with one of the lo-

cal High School JROTC units to 
carry our unit colors and march 
ahead of us. We can decorate a 
vehicle or two with flags, ban-
ners and magnetic signs. Anyone 
interested should contact David 
Thackston (915)479-4467 and I 
will provide details of when and 
where to show up. It is an oppor-
tunity to show pride in our ser-
vice and country and get some 
good public relations exposure 
for the MOAA. Both parades are 
receiving some funding assis-
tance from the County of El Paso 
through a budget item proposed 

by Commissioner Carl Robinson, 
who will be the Grand Marshall 
of the downtown parade. North-
east resident Jimmy, Melver, a 
longtime patriotic flag promoter 
will be the Grand Marshal of the 
northeast El Paso parade on Vet-
erans’ Day. The northeast parade 
will proceed from the Corner of 
Hondo Pass and Stahala and will 
conclude at the Old Glory Me-
morial flagpole site at the corner 
of Diana Drive and U.S. Highway 
54. At the arrival at the flagpole 

Con’td om page 19

Veterans’ Day Parades
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EL PASO CHAPTER MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
  COL Mike Hester         760-969-2102 
SECRETARY
VACANT
TREASURER
  LTC David Powell  491-1272
CHAPLAIN
  Ms. Connie Sullivan 778-0948

DIRECTORS       
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
  COL Forest Smith 449-8944
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
 CW2 Dave Garcia  549-2775 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
 CPT Steve Mendoza 755-6726
PROGRAMS
  COL Bob Pitt   533-5111
PUBLIC RELATIONS
  LTC Martha Caldwell 785-375-9404
PUBLICATIONS/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
  COL William Oseles 319-9048      
SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON
  Ms. Connie Sullivan 778-0948

COMMITTEES         
DATA BASE MANAGER/CHAPTER POC
 LTC William L Moore 842-9650
WEBMASTER/MASS EMAIL
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650
PERSONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTE CHAIR
VACANT
TOPS
  COL Chuck Wehmhoner 585-9106
ROTC/ JROTC / YOUTH ACTIVITIES
 LTC Dave Powell                491-1272 
DOOR PRIZES
 LTC Martha Caldwell 785-375-9404 
MARKETING MANAGER
  LTC David Thackson 
POST LIAISON  VACANT
THRIFT SHOP LIASON VACANT

EMail:
President -- president@elpasomoaa.org
Secretary -- secretary@elpasomoaa.org
Treasurer -- treasurer@elpasomoaa.org

Membership -- membership@elpasomoaa.org
Historian -- historian@elpasomoaa.org

Publications -- publications@elpasomoaa.org
General Info -- info@elpasomoaa.org
Webmaster -- web@elpasomoaa.org

EPMOAA Outreach Foundation - 
outreachfoundation@elpasomoaa.org

Mail:
El Paso Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 6144
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906-0144

Telephone:
Secretary -- 915-757-9963 or 915-842-9650

 President COL (RET) Mike Hester 
Secretary Vacant 
Treasurer LTC (RET) Dave Powell 
Chaplain Mrs. Connie Sullivan 
    

DIRECTORS NAME 
Immediate Past President COL (RET) Forrest Smith 
Past President COL (RET) Lennie Enzel 
Legislative Liaison CWO (RET) Dave Garcia 
Membership Chairman CAPT (RET) Steve Mendoza 
Programs Col (RET) Bob Pitt 
Public Relations LTC (RET) Martha Caldwell 
Publications / Newsletter Editor COL (RET) William Oseles 
Surviving Spouse Liaison Mrs. Connie Sullivan 
    

COMMITTEES NAME 
Marketing Manager CPT (RET) Dave Thackston 
Personal Affairs Vacant 
TOPS COL (RET) Chuck Wehmhoner 
ROTC / JROTC / Youth Activities LTC (RET) Dave Powell 
Post Liaison Vacant 
Thrift Shop Liaison Vacant 
Door Prizes LTC (RET) Martha Caldwell 
Awards/Grants new 

EL PASO MOAA 
NAME 

OUTREACH FOUNDATION 
President  Vacant 
Vice President LTC (RET) John Robbins 
Secretary Vacant 
Treasurer LTC (RET) Dave Powell 
Director, Marketing Vacant 
Chaplain Mrs. Connie Sullivan 
Director, VA Advisor COL (RET) Lennie Enzel 
Director, Ambassador, Military 
Organizations CPT (RET) Dave Thackston 

Chairman, Fund Raising/ Giving 
Day Committee COL (RET) Maureen Lofberg 

Chapter Advisor COL (RET) Mike Hester 
 

2021 El Paso Chapter 
MOAA Board of Directors & Officers
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