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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mike Hester

Happy belated fourth of July and Independence Day of our beloved country. By 
the time you are reading this I am hoping that the summer of COVID is over and 
we are discussing this note face-to-face at our monthly lunch. However, as you 
know better than most, hope is not a method. luckily, we are “plan for the worst 
hope for the best” type of folks and whatever this world throws at us we are “sea-
soned” enough to weather the storm with a smile.

On the COVID front I am as disappointed as you to continually postpone our 
face to face lunches and meetings. We have a great crew in our chapter and it has 
already been too long since we broke bread together. I am truly looking forward to 
our next get together and I ask everyone to continue being patient. On a positive 
note I am tracking that everyone is being safe and smart and that no member has 
gotten sick. If we have anyone or if you know of anyone who needs help or as-
sistance do not hesitate to shoot off a red star cluster and we will send the cavalry! 

Unfortunately, COVID is also having a negative impact on our funding. It has been a few months since we have taken in 
any revenue and it looks like our traditional day of giving is going to be postponed. If anyone has a bright idea to make up for 
the reduced revenue come up on the net and we will discuss it at our July board meeting. The more money we have in the 
pot the more options we have as an organization. It is not panic time but it is time to look at some options to keep revenue 
flowing for both the chapter and the foundation.

Finally, I am sure everyone has been watching our country tear itself apart over the horrible George Floyd murder and the 
subsequent rioting and lawlessness. As for me it has been very tough to watch what seems like many young folks who have 
little if any love of country terrorizing the streets of cities we pledged to defend. Next time we get face to face I would be very 
interested in hearing your take and if MOAA as an organization should have any position on the subject. If you do not want 
to wait please sling me a note at mikehester65@gmail.com if you have any ideas or suggestions.

I sincerely hope we get a chance to meet face to face soon and discuss the above topics while we enjoy each other’s 
company again. In the meantime, hold fast, enjoy the summer, and I look forward to seeing you on the high ground!

Never stop Serving!
Soldier for Life!
Mike Hester

JUNIOR ENLISTED FAMILY CENTER YMCA FOOD PANTRY
If a soldier is in need, the soldier 

must get a form from a chaplain or 
someone in his unit who is authorized 
to provide the form.  Upon entering the 
Family Center, the soldier or spouse 
must provide the form and their military 
ID. The Pantry is dedicated to helping 
the truly needy families.

What can you do to help?  
You may take donations of non-

perishable food to the Pantry during 
the hours they are open.  Please don’t 
leave donations on the docks as those 
items are often “lost.” Those food items 
that are in great demand are boxed 
macaroni and cheese, Ramen noodles, 
cereal, oatmeal, pasta and pasta 
sauce.  If you have gently used furniture 
that you no longer want or other items 
such as baby strollers, a call to Hanna 
Okura, Program Director, will get those 

Junior Enlisted military families 
in need are allowed one bundle of 
diapers, baby wipes and up to 10 baby 
food items per week during hours of 
operation while supplies lasts. Hours 
of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 10:30am - 2:30pm 
Location: 2004 Sheridan Rd. Fort Bliss, 
TX. Free to military E6 and below.

 Located at 2004 Sheridan Rd. on 
Fort Bliss - our Junior Enlisted Family 
Center is the open to all active duty 
military Junior Enlisted E6 and below 
military families and single soldiers in 
need. 

Free Services:
• Emergency Food Pantry 
• Baby Project
• Shopping

unwanted items to families on Fort 
Bliss who need them.  Furthermore, 
the Commissary will place a large 
carton near the exit for donations of 
non-iperishable food from time to time 
during the year.  Also, several times a 
year,  there are brown paper sacks pre-
packaged with food in the commissary 
which you may purchase and place in 
a carton near the exit.

Any help that you might provide will 
be greatly appreciated.  Please contact 
Hannah Okura if you have questions.  
Thank you.
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Board of Directors
President (Position Open)
Vice-President LTC John Robins
Secretary 
Captain David Thackston
Treasurer 
Lieutenant Colone Dave Powell
Outreach Programs

Foundation Officers 2020
President Vacant
Vice-President COL John Robins
Secretary CPT David Thackston
Treasurer LTC Dave Powell
Chapter Advisot COL Mike Hester

CONTINUING OUR 
CHARITABLE WORK!

With essentially all of our usual Out-
reach Programs still shut down as 
a result of COVID 19,  our ability to 
conduct a 2nd open period across all 
programs does not appear to be fea-
sible. So until COVID fades into the 
distance, the Foundation is currently 
focused on addressing Emergency 
Requests that might materialize in our 
Military Community—should you be 
aware of such needs, please contact 
one of our Foundation Board Members.  

Our current Committee work to de-
velop policies and procedures for our 
new Annual El Paso MOAA Memo-
rial Scholarship and to establish a 
2020-2021 ByLaws Review Commit-
tee  is progressing well.  The Scholar-
ship Committee has  not only held its 
first round of discussions, but has been 
able to conduct a first round of Found-
ing Sponsor fund raising that has suc-
cessfully raise $1250 toward 2021 
Scholarships with “pledges” for similar 
amounts in 2022 and 2023—a great 
start.  We will continue to solicit sponsor 
for the Scholarship Program through 
the month of September—if your are 
interested in being one of the  Founding 
Sponsors for our Scholarship efforts, 
please contact Dave Powell,  LTC.
Ret.Powell@outlook.com or log onto 
the El Paso MOAA Chapter Website 
and go to our El Paso Scholarship link 
https://www.elpasomoaa.org/content.
asp?contentid=139   to make a donation.  

We have also been fortunate to have 
Col (Ret) Maureen Loftberg return as 
a MOAA Volunteer and Maureen will 
head up our ByLaws Review Commit-
tee as well as play a key part in our an-

nual Giving Day Fund Raiser this Dec 
1st---those of you who know Maureen 
will appreciate her vast historical activ-
ity and knowledge of Veteran activities 
and how much she can bring to the 
Foundation.  The 2020 Giving Day 
Fund Raising Committee is also in 
full swing and as you have noted from  
our President  in his letter to Members 
this month, soon we will activate our 
Annual Giving Day Fund raiser along 
with the National Giving Day, Decem-
ber 1, 2020 activities—more to come in 
our November newsletter.  We antici-
pate 2021 to be a very active year for 
our local Charitable Organizations and 
our ability to help will of course depend 
on the success of Giving Day.  If you 
would like to join as a Volunteer on our 
Giving Day Committee to help with  our 
fund raising effort, please contact John 
Robbins, jrronyucca@outlook.com  

Speaking of Volunteers!!  
Don’t forget that currently there are 

two remaining Executive Board posi-
tions that need to be filled, President 
and Programs Director.  And as 
previously noted, many of our Com-
mittees  are still badly in need of Vol-
unteers to help staff the critical work 
that needs to be done to run Outreach 
efforts supporting our three major ac-
tivities;  Soldier & Family Programs 
on Ft Bliss, local ROTC Programs 
and Veteran’s Programs  Seriously, 
we can not do the important work of 
the Foundation without you help--
please consider joining us as a Board 
Member or Committee Member to 
help us manage the important activi-
ties of our  Foundation. Remember.

A FEW HOURS A MONTH CAN GO A LONG WAY TO MAKING OUR OUTREACH SUCCESSFUL.  
 Your Foundation Board of Directors: 
Vice President LTC (R) John Robbins, jrronyucca@outlook.com 915 309 1891
Secretary  CPT Ashley Sperry         ashley.m.sperry.mil@mail.mil 937 207 0715
Treasurer  LTC (R) Dave Powell      LTC.Ret.Powell@outlook.com 915 491 1272
Veterans Affairs COL (R) Lennie Enzel      lennieenzel@icloud.com 915 241 0812
Director  COL (R) Maureen Loftberg        915 566 2880
Chaplain  Connie Sullivan               spanishdancer4@sbcglobal.net     915 778 0948

December 1, 2020
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Please be advised that be-
ginning October 1, 2020, fed-
eral agencies will only accept 
Texas driver licenses and 
identification cards for official 
federal purposes - including 
air travel and entering federal 
facilities - provided the Texas 
driver license or identification 
card is marked REAL ID com-
pliant. REAL lD compliance is 
indicated by a gold circle with 
an inset star located on the up-
per right of the driver license 
or identification card. For ad-
ditional information regarding 

the REAL ID Act, please visit 
http://www.dps.texas.gov/Driv-
erLicense/federalRealIdAct.
htm.

Texas Department of Public 
Safety strongly encourages 
you to renew your license prior 
to October 1, 2020, to ensure 
that you have a REAL lD com-
pliant card. If you already have 
a REAL ID compliant card, as 
indicated with a Gold Star in 
the upper righthand corner, 
you do not need to take any 
action before October 1, 2020.

If you have any questions, 

Texas Driver License, REAL ID and You
please email realid@dps.tex-
as.gov.

Fort Bliss offers Texas driver 
license services at 505 Persh-
ing Ave, Room A154

Real ID frequently asked 
questions for the public are 
available here https://www.
dhs.gov/real-id-public-faqs.
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Report a 
Retiree Death 

Monday - Friday:
0730 - 1700

915-568-5207
After Hours (Installation)

915-569-6950/6951
or visit:

https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary

EL PASO VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM PHARMACY
There are four convenient options for refilling prescriptions which can then be mailed directly to 

your home. Choose any process that is easy for you to use:

• Call the automated phone system at (915) 564-6100 ext. 6110 or 1-800-672-3782 ext.6110.  

  Follow the directions to process your refill.

• Mail in your refill slips.

• Drop the refill slip in the mail-out box located in the pharmacy.

• Use the MyHealtheVet Website: www.myhealth.va.gov 

  Please note, window service at the Pharmacy will be limited to new prescriptions only.  So, for 

all refills, please use one of the 4 options listed above.

Location: 2nd Floor, West Hallway. 

Hours: Mon - Fri., 8:00am-4:30pm; Except Tues., 9:00am-4:30pm

El Paso Chapter of 
MOAA Member:

EL PASO, Texas (KTSM) – The 
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
is sending out a new warning 
about a telephone scam that’s 
targeting residents throughout 
El Paso County.

Officials said a caller or call-
ers are claiming to be collecting 
money for the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office and/or Sheriff 
Richard Wiles.

The Sheriff’s Office said it is 
not seeking donations and has 
not authorized anyone to make 
calls seeking donations on their 
behalf.

Authorities said if anyone has 
been a victim of a scam, they 
should report it to their local law 
enforcement agency. 

Residents are also being 
asked to be careful about tele-
phone calls asking for money.

Respectfully,
William L. Moore
Lieutenant Colonel, 
US Army, Retired
Webmaster
http://elpasomoaa.org
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MEMBER RENEWALS

CW2 Theodore Swager
CPT Daniel Moreno

Mrs. Janet Rasmussen
COL Paul Parks

CW3 Chris Saindon
LTC John Uxer, Jr.

Mrs. Christina Poessiger
Mr. Wonde Desalegn

CHAPLAIN CORNER
Mrs. Connie Sullivan

OUR BELOVED 
FLAG

One of the most devastating 
scenes for us that believe in 
God and know without a doubt 
that this country was founded on 
freedom from our Supreme Be-
ing, is to see our beloved symbol 
of freedom being burned, dese-
crated and disrespected with so 
much contempt.

It is an appalling sight to see, 
to say the least. It is an outra-
geous violation of what our flag 
stands for. The feelings of anger 
and abhor, felt by watching such 
despicable behavior, is beyond 
unbelief.

We, that know from our own 
personal experiences, the sacri-
fices that have been mad for the 
freedoms that we enjoy, feel a 
tremendous sadness to see our 
flag being trampled upon, torn, 
and destroyed by people that 
don’t or won’t acknowledge the 
lives that have been lost for the 
preservation of these rights.

The actions which they are 
participating in and displaying 

are criminal misconduct and is 
definitely not what freedom is 
about in our country.

They fail to realize that our mili-
tary is watching and feeling the 
disappointment of why they are 
giving their lives to protect these 
rights.

Demonstrations are accepted 
when done peacefully, but the 
destruction of buildings and es-
pecially our flag is not only unac-
ceptable but is beneath what we 
as Americans stand for.

Our flag as we know, is the 
symbol of our hope, our strength 
and our faith, that we are under 
God’s grace.

It represents our ideals, our 
patriotic endeavors, believes, 
our people and culture.

No!! , we that love our coun-
try do not accept that repugnant 
conduct now or ever will, for we 
are a free country that yes, has 
rules, regulations and laws but 
they are for the benefit of our 
people.

If we don’t stand up for what 
we believe, we stand for nothing. 
As citizens that love our nation 
know that especially our patriots 
and warriors who served to de-
fend these precious rights feel 
more so the same way.

If we feel helpless and wish-
ing we could do something, let’s 
remember that we can by using 
our privilege to vote. And also 
that if we can’t, God can.May the 
Almighty Supreme Being forgive 
us of our wrong doings and give 
us peace.
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• Invoices • Brochures • Stickers • Business Cards
  Affordable Bulk Printing  • Corplast Posters
• Graphic Desing  • Invitations • Banners

915.755.6089
915.303.1561  text only
915.757.2452|915.755.5705
northeastprinting@@yahoo.com
northeast printing

Curbside Pick Up
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
9728 Dyer St, Suite AA9728 Dyer St, Suite AA

retiree pay dates for 2020 annuitant pay dates for 2020

direct deposit Dates

JANUARY 31

FEBRUARY 28

april 1

may 1

JUNE 1

july 1

JULY 31

SEPTEMBER 1

october 1

OCTOBER 30

DECEMBER 1

december 31

direct deposit Dates

february 3

march 2

april 1

may 1

june 1

july 1

august 3

september 1

october 1

november 2

december 1

january 4, 2021

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December 

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December 
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Get yours today at MOAA.ORG; your family will Thank You! 
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Retired
Reserve
Friend of Chapter

Active
National Guard

Former
Auxiliary
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• A 100% identification card check of all personnel will be 
implemented at all Fort Bliss access control points.

• All Department of Defense and non-DoD vehicular occu-
pants, including the driver and all of-age passengers, will have 
to present an ID card - valid state driver's license, government/
federal ID card, passport, etc. - for authorized access to Fort 
Bliss. 

• All vehicles and occupants entering Fort Bliss are subject to 
random searches and inspections, as has always been the 
standard.

• All non-DoD persons can expect to obtain a visitor’s pass 
at certain gates with VCC (Visitor Control Centers). Travelers 
should plan their time accordingly as access times to Fort Bliss 
might be increased following these enduring security measure 
enhancements.

For more detailed information on gate access and hours of opertation see 
https://www.bliss.army.mil/gateinfo.html.

FORT 
BLISS 

ACCESS 
CONTROL 

POINTS

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

the October membership 
meeting & luncheon 

is cancelled
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surviving spouse Liaison
Mrs. Connie Sullivan

As we know, we have all been affected by the Pandemic in one way or another. Some more severe 
than others, dealing with the loss of loved ones, with many afflictions and drastic circumstances.

Many people have lost their jobs as well as coping in a day to day bases with an over whelming stress 
of insecurity and anxiety.

There is, however, in the mist of this tribulation, people finding ways of relieving that sense of help-
lessness by giving not only of themselves in service and time to others but financially as well.

Yes, it can be difficult to try to assist those in need and organizations when some can barely make 
ends meet, nevertheless, the principle of giving, which is charity, meaning the love of God and sharing, 
can bring relief for our souls by thinking of of those who are in dire need of help.

For believers, to give is more rewarding than to receive. For non-believers, the act of sharing can be 
very satisfying because by being concerned of others can not only be a benefit for the individual receiv-
ing but for the giver also. Kindness brings a feeling of peace knowing that we are helping someone.

There are ways that we as members of our chapter can help by giving to our MOAA and Outreach 
Foundation. Our Association help our military in need, their families, ROTC, JR ROTC and many orga-
nizations as well.

The Foundation has many annual programs that benefit the military. The Giving Day 2020 is : 
Tuesday 1 Dec 2020. To donate, either on line or by checks, please send your contributions to:

El Paso Chapter, MOAA 
P.O. Box 6144
Fort Bliss, TX 79906-0144
http://elpasomoaa.org
or
ltc.ret.powell@outlook.com
(915) 491-1272
                                                                                                                                                                                                         

El Paso MOAA
Outreach Foundation
Treasurer, LTC(R) Dave Powell
P.O. Box 6144
Fort Bliss, TX 79906-0144
ltc.ret.powell@outlook.com
(915) 491-1272
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CW2 Dave Garcia, USA, Retired
LEGISLATIVE
Greeting Comrades,
I apologize not responding on legisla-
tion issues on the last newsletter…
It’s been a great challenge…But no 
excuse due to legislation is kept alive 
never stops. Due to the pandemic it’s 
been a little slow…Thank you for your 
support…Dave

Federal - HR 5995
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/
bill/1323549
A bill to amend title 10, United States 
Code, to expand eligibility to certain 
military retirees for concurrent receipt 
of veterans' disability compensation 
and retired pay or combat-related spe-
cial compensation, and for other pur-
poses.
 
Act now to extend CHAMPVA 
coverage
Did you know many adult children of 
veterans who are disabled or who died 
from a service-connected disability risk 
losing their health care through no fault 
of their own during the COVID-19 pan-
demic?
The CHAMPVA Children’s Care Pro-
tection Act, if passed, would expand 
coverage under the VA program for 
children of eligible veterans so they 
can have health care until age 26, as 
afforded to most Americans through 
private and federal policies. 
Act now to ensure dependents and sur-
vivors of veterans on CHAMPVA are 
not left out of essential health care due 
to disparate treatment.

‘Our Nation Made a Promise’: MOAA 
Continues Fight for Agent Orange-
Related Benefits
By: Amanda Dolasinski
AUGUST 21, 2020
 
That change would make veterans suf-
fering from bladder cancer, hypothy-

roidism, and Parkinson’s-like symp-
toms eligible for VA benefits, just 
like those suffering from 14 other “pre-
sumptives” already covered by the VA. 
Negotiations on the FY 2021 National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) are 
expected to wrap up by the end of the 
year. 
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/
hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-
orange/related-diseases/
 
“With this NDAA, we have an incredible 
opportunity to make things right by cov-
ering three associated diseases that 
are impacting 80,000 veterans who 
have suffered for over five decades,” 
said Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, USAF 
(Ret), president and CEO of MOAA, 
during a virtual press event Aug. 20. 
“Veterans suffering now cannot wait on 
further studies like the VA proposed, 
nor should they need to. Bladder can-
cer, hypothyroidism, and Parkinsonism 
met the scientific standard years ago; 
now, we must get them added to the 
list of Agent Orange illnesses. Delaying 
any longer will deny veterans the care 
and benefits they deserve.”
An estimated 900,000 veterans have 
been exposed to Agent Orange, which 
is connected to a variety of cancers 
and other long-term illnesses.
 
Critics have said more scientific studies 
are necessary before adding the three 
diseases to the presumptive exposure 
list. However, MOAA and other veter-
ans groups have noted the cost to pro-
vide benefits is likely the reason for the 
delay.
 
[RELATED: More Advocacy News 
From MOAA]
https://www.moaa.org/content/publica-
tions-and-media/news-articles/news-
listing/?cat=107
 
Atkins spoke alongside leaders from 
the Disabled Veterans of America, 
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica during the virtual press event with 
Rep. Josh Harder (D-Calif.). Harder 
sponsored legislation to add the above 
conditions to the presumptives list, as 
well as hypertension; a version of the 
legislation became a proposed House 
NDAA amendment, but was not includ-
ed in the chamber’s final NDAA draft.
 
However, similar language in a Senate 
amendment put forward by Sen. Jon 
Tester (D-Mont.) – based on a bill in 

his chamber that had 38 cosponsors – 
did make the Senate NDAA draft. That 
means it’s eligible for inclusion in the 
final bill, depending on the actions of a 
House-Senate conference committee.
 
“We’re talking about an issue that has 
been a crisis for over 50 years,” Harder 
said. “We need to make a final push 
both inside and outside of Washington 
to make sure this legislation is includ-
ed in the final version of the (NDAA), 
which will be signed into law.”
 
In July, MOAA was among 30 veterans 
service organizations who sent a letter 
to House leadership pushing for NDAA 
language adding the conditions to the 
presumptive list.
h t tps : / /www.moaa .o rg / con ten t /
p u b l i c a t i o n s - a n d - m e d i a / n e w s -
articles/2020-news-articles/advocacy/
senate-ndaa-amendment-would-cov-
er-additional-agent-orange-presump-
tives/

 
Significant progress was made for Viet-
nam veterans last year when President 
Donald Trump signed the Blue Water 
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act. That bill 
expands coverage of Agent Orange-
related health conditions to Navy veter-
ans who served in the waters off Viet-
nam.
h t tps : / /www.moaa .o rg / con ten t /
p u b l i c a t i o n s - a n d - m e d i a / n e w s -
articles/2019-news-articles/heres-how-
blue-water-navy-veterans,-survivors-
can-claim-benefits-under-new-law/
 
[RELATED: VA Grants $583.8 Million 
in Retroactive Payments for Blue 
Water Navy Claims]
h t tps : / /www.moaa .o rg / con ten t /
p u b l i c a t i o n s - a n d - m e d i a / n e w s -
articles/2020-news-articles/va-grants-
$583.8-mill ion-in-retroactive-pay-
ments-for-blue-water-navy-claims/
Decades after their service, Vietnam 
veterans continue to endure health is-
sues stemming from exposure to the 
herbicide. MOAA has long supported 
legislation that would aid Vietnam vet-
erans.
 
“We must ensure we are taking care 
of our veterans, because it’s the right 
thing to do, because the science sup-
ports it, and because our nation made 
a promise to them that we would care 
for them,” Atkins said. “MOAA is 100% 
behind this effort to secure these long 
overdue benefits.”
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Bob Pitt, originally published in Flight 
Captain’s Notes, Roadrunner Flight, Or-
der of the Daedalians

There I was – 30,000 feet and no util-
ity hydraulic pressure.

It was a clear Sunday afternoon in 
June of 1970.  I was leading a flight of 
four F-4D Phantoms on the final leg 
of a weekend cross country – officially 
known as an instrument navigation pro-
ficiency training flight.  We were return-
ing from Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada 
– after a tough weekend in Las Vegas 
– to our home base of Holloman Air 
Base, New Mexico.  Major Don Thorne, 
my Weapons Systems Officer, was in 
my back seat.

Suddenly, over Albuquerque, as we 
were turning south for Holloman, I felt 
my aircraft shake violently as my loss 
of utility hydraulic pressure light illumi-
nated.  My Initial thought was to drop 
into Kirkland Air Base, which was right 
beneath me.  However, I quickly decid-
ed that it would be better to continue on 
to Holloman where experienced F-4D 
maintenance personnel could take bet-
ter care of my bird.  So on we pressed.

I informed Holloman Approach Con-
trol that I had utility hydraulic system 
failure and declared an emergency.  
Arriving at Holloman, I directed my 
three wingman to land as Don and I re-
viewed our utility hydraulic failure pro-
cedures.  One of my squadron mates 
had manned the mobil control unit to 
provide assistance.  The emergency 
procedures were clear cut – lower the 
landing gear with the pneumatic system 
and make an approach-end barrier en-
gagement.

And so I activated the pneumatic gear 
lowering system.  Not bad!  I got two 

out of three!  The right main and nose 
gear came down; the left main gear did 
not!  We flew past the mobil control and 
received conformation that we had two 
out of three.  Don became a bit con-
cerned.  I told him, “Don’t worry about 
a thing, Don.  Just read some more 
emergency procedures to me.”  Don 
went through everything he had, but he 
didn’t have anything for this situation.  
Next, my buddy in mobil control recited 
the same emergency procedures that 
Don had, but they still did not work.  But 
this time, the Wing Deputy Command-
er for Operations had arrived at Mobil 
Control.  He read the emergency pro-
cedures once again; even he could not 
lower our left main gear.  The only other 
thing I could think of was to propose the 
aircraft violently – which I tried but to 
no avail.  My Deputy Commander for 
Operations suggested I bounce the 
right main gear on the runway.  How-
ever, as we were now very low on fuel, 
I declined his invitation and announced 
I was going to make as  approach-end 
engagement.  Don, growing more ap-
prehensive by the second in the back 
seat, said with a definite sigh of relief, 
“Good!”

I flew down the final approach lined 
up with the center of the runway – 
which was standard procedure for a 
normal landing – and planned to touch 
down short of the approach-end barrier.  
The landing was fine.  However, when 
I retarded the throttles to idle and lost 
the boundary layer flow over the wings, 
my left wing – without a gear to support 
it - began to drop and the bird began 
to veer to the left.  “Oh my,” I thought, 
“Am I going to stay on the runway long 
enough to engage the barrier?”  My left 
drop tank was no on fire s it scraped 
across the runway.  Fortunately, we re-
mained on the runway long enough to 
engage the barrier.  As we decelerated, 

the left drop tank drifted off to the side 
of the runway and onto the sand.  The 
fire was extinguished.  I was later com-
plemented for planning my approach 
so that the sand would put out the fire.  
Of course, the reason it happened that 
way was I neglected to consider that 
my aircraft would veer to the left, with-
out  a left main landing gear, when I re-
tarded power.

The aircraft came to rest and I shut 
her down.  Don and I climbed out and 
were greeted by our buddies.  They 
then drove us to our squadron building 
where Don and I immediately downed 
a couple of shots of vodka.  After two or 
three more, the flight surgeon arrived 
on the scene, gave us a quick exam 
and instructed us to proceed to the 
hospitals for blood tests.

“Okay,” I replied. “But a;; you’re going 
to get from us now is 100 percent alco-
hol.”  Our flight surgeon reconsidered 
and told us we better forget the blood 
tests.

Well, our landing culminated a most 
enjoyable weekend.  The aircraft suf-
fered only minimal damage and Don 
and I were later named Tactical Air 
command Pilots of Distinction.  An ar-
ticle in Tac Attack August 1970 read in 
part:

“Major Pitt reduced his rate of de-
scent by flying a long, flat approach at 
seventeen units angle of attack, with 
flaps at one-half and tail hook lowered.  
A successful approach-end engage-
ment was made with the right main and 
nose gear down and with the left gear 
up.  The aircraft suffered minimal dam-
age…Majors Pitt and Thorne, by their 
coordinated efforts, prevented pos-
sible loss of life and aircraft and readily 
qualify as Tactical Air Command Pilots 
of Distinction.”

TWO OUT OF THREE’S NOT BAD
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Today, I will touch on several 
different topics. First is an update 
on the ever present COVID-19 
pandemic. We saw a large up-
surge of new infections from late 
June through mid-August both in 
El Paso and across the country. 
Fortunately, the new case load in 
late August and into September 
has stabilized and begun to de-
cline.

No one knows how long this will 
go on. We just have to be patient 
and continue with established 
precautions such as wearing a 
face mask and avoiding crowds 
in public.

The medical and scientific com-
munity continues to make prog-
ress in the fight against the corona 
virus. Doctors have been having 
some success treating COVID 
patients with dexamethasone (a 
steroid) and remdesivir (an anti-
viral drug). Convalescent plasma 
treatment was also recently ap-
proved. A person already infect-
ed with the virus has antibodies 
in their blood programmed to kill 
the virus. This blood can then be 
transfused to another person and 
the donated antibodies will help 
fight the infection. Other treat-
ments are also under investiga-
tion.

DOC’S CORNER
Dr. Daniel Washburn.

The race to develop an effec-
tive COVID-19 vaccine is getting 
heated. Several drug companies 
now have a vaccine in phase 3 
trials. This is where some human 
volunteers get injected with the 
vaccine and some get injected 
with a placebo. The two groups 
are scrutinized, looking for harm-
ful side effects of the vaccine and 
assessing whether the vaccine 
effectively prevents COVID. It is 
dangerous to use a vaccine be-
fore it goes through this rigorous 
testing, but we will all be alerted 
as soon as a vaccine is approved. 

Now, changing our discussion 
to other topics. The WBAMC 
pharmacy is no longer filling out-
patient prescriptions. You can get 
new or refill prescriptions at either 
the Mendoza or Freedom Cross-
ing Pharmacies. Mendoza hours 
are 7:30am to 4:00pm and Free-
dom 9:30am to 6:00pm, Monday-
Friday. Mendoza is curbside ser-
vice. New prescriptions require 
24 hours to fill and be available 
for pick-up. Refills can be done 
on the phone, online or in per-
son. For pharmacy information, 
call 742-1200 – option 1.

The clinics at WBAMC are see-
ing patients but still on a limited 
basis due to the pandemic. The 
major task of moving WBAMC 
to the new building on Loop 375 
was supposed to be happening 
now, September-October 2020. 
However, the never-ending de-
lays continue. The move is now 
projected for Spring 2021.

Daniel Washburn, M.D.
Former Chief Eye Surgeon 
at WBAMC
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