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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mike Hester

Happy belated fourth of July and Independence Day of our beloved country. By 
the time you are reading this I am hoping that the summer of COVID is over and 
we are discussing this note face-to-face at our monthly lunch. However, as you 
know better than most, hope is not a method. luckily, we are “plan for the worst 
hope for the best” type of folks and whatever this world throws at us we are “sea-
soned” enough to weather the storm with a smile.

On the COVID front I am as disappointed as you to continually postpone our 
face to face lunches and meetings. We have a great crew in our chapter and it has 
already been too long since we broke bread together. I am truly looking forward to 
our next get together and I ask everyone to continue being patient. On a positive 
note I am tracking that everyone is being safe and smart and that no member has 
gotten sick. If we have anyone or if you know of anyone who needs help or as-
sistance do not hesitate to shoot off a red star cluster and we will send the cavalry! 

Unfortunately, COVID is also having a negative impact on our funding. It has 
been a few months since we have taken in any revenue and it looks like our traditional day of giving is going to be post-
poned. If anyone has a bright idea to make up for the reduced revenue come up on the net and we will discuss it at our July 
board meeting. The more money we have in the pot the more options we have as an organization. It is not panic time but it 
is time to look at some options to keep revenue flowing for both the chapter and the foundation.

Finally, I am sure everyone has been watching our country tear itself apart over the horrible George Floyd murder and the 
subsequent rioting and lawlessness. As for me it has been very tough to watch what seems like many young folks who have 
little if any love of country terrorizing the streets of cities we pledged to defend. Next time we get face to face I would be very 
interested in hearing your take and if MOAA as an organization should have any position on the subject. If you do not want 
to wait please sling me a note at mikehester65@gmail.com if you have any ideas or suggestions.

I sincerely hope we get a chance to meet face to face soon and discuss the above topics while we enjoy each other’s 
company again. In the meantime, hold fast, enjoy the summer, and I look forward to seeing you on the high ground!

Never stop Serving!
Soldier for Life!
Mike Hester

JUNIOR ENLISTED FAMILY CENTER YMCA FOOD PANTRY
If a soldier is in need, the soldier 

must get a form from a chaplain or 
someone in his unit who is authorized 
to provide the form.  Upon entering the 
Family Center, the soldier or spouse 
must provide the form and their military 
ID. The Pantry is dedicated to helping 
the truly needy families.

What can you do to help?  
You may take donations of non-

perishable food to the Pantry during 
the hours they are open.  Please don’t 
leave donations on the docks as those 
items are often “lost.” Those food items 
that are in great demand are boxed 
macaroni and cheese, Ramen noodles, 
cereal, oatmeal, pasta and pasta 
sauce.  If you have gently used furniture 
that you no longer want or other items 
such as baby strollers, a call to Hanna 
Okura, Program Director, will get those 

Junior Enlisted military families 
in need are allowed one bundle of 
diapers, baby wipes and up to 10 baby 
food items per week during hours of 
operation while supplies lasts. Hours 
of Operation: Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 10:30am - 2:30pm 
Location: 2004 Sheridan Rd. Fort Bliss, 
TX. Free to military E6 and below.

 Located at 2004 Sheridan Rd. on 
Fort Bliss - our Junior Enlisted Family 
Center is the open to all active duty 
military Junior Enlisted E6 and below 
military families and single soldiers in 
need. 

Free Services:
• Emergency Food Pantry 
• Baby Project
• Shopping

unwanted items to families on Fort 
Bliss who need them.  Furthermore, 
the Commissary will place a large 
carton near the exit for donations of 
non-iperishable food from time to time 
during the year.  Also, several times a 
year,  there are brown paper sacks pre-
packaged with food in the commissary 
which you may purchase and place in 
a carton near the exit.

Any help that you might provide will 
be greatly appreciated.  Please contact 
Hannah Okura if you have questions.  
Thank you.
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Board of Directors

President (Position Open)
Vice-President LTC John Robins
Secretary 
Captain David Thackston
Treasurer 
Lieutenant Colone Dave Powell
Outreach Programs

Foundation Officers 2020

President Vacant
Vice-President COL John Robins
Secretary CPT David Thackston
Treasurer LTC Dave Powell
Chapter Advisot COL Mike Hester

    For all of us, this year is continuing to be a challenge—COVID 
19 has not only impacted each of us personally, but it has also af-
fected virtually all of  the MOAA Outreach Foundation 2020 Program 
Activities that were selected for funding.  Of the 13 Activities/Events 
that our Board approved for 2020 Outreach Awards, only four have 
had any activity and most have formally delayed/cancelled remain-
ing activities more than likely throughout the remainder of 2020. This 
includes many of the Annual programs that are important to MOAA 
Members like the Bataan Death March, YMCA Golf Tournament, VA 
2k Run, Vet Treatment Court, others.

 As you can see in the Table below, the Foundation has been able 
to make some 2020 awards—ROTC Gold Bar and Shoulder Boards 
for Graduation were successfully awarded and presented—see our 
ROTC update in this edition of the BB. SKIES Youth Art workshops 
for Ft Bliss dependents (2019 Funding) were also partially accom-
plished in the 1st Quarter until classes were halted in March due to 
health concerns.  And,  again this year we also supported the YMCA 
Jr Food Bank.  

Unfortunately, all other Charitable Activities approved for funding 
by the Foundation in 2020 have been either cancelled or delayed 
with an indeterminant date.  Essentially the programs that the Foun-
dation has normally supported will not be active most likely until 
2021 and our current 2021 Forecast has included continuing sup-
port for them with funds that we anticipate will be raised at Giving 
Day 2020. As a result, at our most recent BOD Meeting, a decision 
was reached to conduct a 2nd Open Period for 2020 Grant Awards 
with focus on Military/Community Activities that have been impacted 
by COVID 19 impact and  would qualify for MOAA Outreach Foun-
dation Grant Awards.  As you can see in the Foundation Program/
Financial Summary below.

We were also unable so far this year to award the SGM Velton 
Locklear Scholarship, approved for 2020.  Only one applicant ap-
plied during the open period—which we extended twice--and un-
fortunately the applicant did not meet several key criteria for award.  

 El Paso MOAA
Outreach Foundation

AUGUST 2020
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Income 
 2019 Carry Forward-Bank   $8173.70
 
2020 Contributions To Date 
        Major Sponsor Donation   $2000
        ROTC Sponsor Donation   $748
 
Administrative Expenses to Date  $262.50
 
Outreach Program 2020 Awards to Date 
        ROTC Gold Bar    $400
       JROTC Awards     $348
       YMCA Jr Enlisted Food Bank   $500
 
Current Available Funds  
      Savings      $2,023.00
       Checking     7411.20**
 **$750 Reserved for Scholarship Program

It seems that with the many Scholarship opportunities available 
to prospective students, we did not attract enough interest in this  
MOAA opportunity.  As a result, the Foundation BOD has decided 
to also conduct a 2nd Open Period for the 2020 Locklear Schol-
arship and we are working to revise our Scholarship criteria and 
broaden our information release to reach more potential applicants. 
We anticipate a September Announcement with a closing date in 
October for Award by end of the year for the 2021 Spring Semes-
ter. As you are aware Chapter Members have decided to support 
a local MOAA  Scholarship program through the Foundation  and 
we consider it a priority  as we move forward.  Depending on our 
fund raising during the remainder of the Year and into next year, we 
anticipate that beginning with 2021, the Foundation could offer two 
Scholarship Awards –one in December for the Spring Semester and 
one in the Summer for the Fall Semester. To do so we have estab-
lished an Annual Goal of $5000 that would be set aside/dedicated 
for the purpose of granting Scholarships. An initial $750 of our 2019 
Giving Day funds have been earmarked this year (and we hope to 
do the same each year)  to initiate the MOAA Scholarship Fund and 
to date we have three new Scholarship Sponsor Commitments of 
$250/year—we are well on the way to meeting our 2021 Goal.  If 
you would like to help, please Contact our Treasurer, Ltc (R) Dave 
Powell  LTC.Ret.Powell@outlook.com  915 491 1272

The Foundation is seeking 
additional Volunteers to help 
with our Outreach Programs 
and  local Military/Commu-
nity Organizations that would 
like to be recognized as part 
of our “Ambassador” pro-
gram working with the MOAA 
Outreach Foundation to sup-
port common goals and ini-
tiatives affecting our Military 
Community.  If you would 
like to join us as a Volunteer 
or belong to a local Veteran/
Community Organization 
that would like to join our Am-
bassador Program, please 
contact LTC (R) John Rob-
bins jrronyucca@outlook.
com or Cell 915 309 1891
 
A FEW HOURS A WEEK 
GOES A LONG WAY 
TO MAKING OUR OUT-
REACH SUCCESSFUL.  

Thank you for 
your support!

august
guest 

spekaer/
meeting

canceled
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Report a 
Retiree Death 

Monday - Friday:
0730 - 1700

915-568-5207
After Hours (Installation)

915-569-6950/6951
or visit:

https://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary

EL PASO VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM PHARMACY
There are four convenient options for refilling prescriptions which can then be mailed directly to 

your home. Choose any process that is easy for you to use:

• Call the automated phone system at (915) 564-6100 ext. 6110 or 1-800-672-3782 ext.6110.  

  Follow the directions to process your refill.

• Mail in your refill slips.

• Drop the refill slip in the mail-out box located in the pharmacy.

• Use the MyHealtheVet Website: www.myhealth.va.gov 

  Please note, window service at the Pharmacy will be limited to new prescriptions only.  So, for 

all refills, please use one of the 4 options listed above.

Location: 2nd Floor, West Hallway. 

Hours: Mon - Fri., 8:00am-4:30pm; Except Tues., 9:00am-4:30pm

El Paso Chapter of 
MOAA Member:

EL PASO, Texas (KTSM) – The 
El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
is sending out a new warning 
about a telephone scam that’s 
targeting residents throughout 
El Paso County.

Officials said a caller or call-
ers are claiming to be collecting 
money for the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office and/or Sheriff 
Richard Wiles.

The Sheriff’s Office said it is 
not seeking donations and has 
not authorized anyone to make 
calls seeking donations on their 
behalf.

Authorities said if anyone has 
been a victim of a scam, they 
should report it to their local law 
enforcement agency. 

Residents are also being 
asked to be careful about tele-
phone calls asking for money.

Respectfully,
William L. Moore
Lieutenant Colonel, 
US Army, Retired
Webmaster
http://elpasomoaa.org
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NEW MEMBERS

RENEWALS

MAJ Todd Parsont
COL Paul Garcia
CPT Juan Tanabe
Carlos Ramirez

LTC BJ Jackson
LTC Jack Hamilton

Mrs. Christine Versaw
LTC Cathlene Burges

CW4 Edward Zukauskas
LTC Victoria Luminrias
Mrs. Maria Childress

LTC Alan Richard
LTC Wesley Linder

Col Maureen Lofberg
CW4 George Patt

Mr. Carlos Ramirez
BG Jack Kotter  06/20

LtCol Clinton Rutherford
WO1 James Schreiner

CPT Roger Nichols
CW2 William Tidd

CHAPLAIN CORNER
Mrs. Connie Sullivan

It seems that the Coronavirus is not 
going away any time soon or as rapidly 
as we would like it to or as much as 
some of us have prayed that it would 
dissipate in a few months; No it looks 
like it will be with us for God knows how 
long, especially that in some groups of 
people, they are not taking it as serious 
as they should.

This virus, as we have seen, is lethal, 
gravely damaging, extremely conta-
gious and is in a very high degree of 
danger.

So we need to keep on praying for 
our first responders whether they be 
the EMS and Ambulance Workers, 
Hospital workers, Law Enforcement, 
the Border Patrol or any of the depat-
ments that first answer the calls.

All of them, as we have seen in the 
social media, are very much appreci-
ated for their sacrifices.

We are all grateful and do have them 
in our daily prayers, not only for them 
but for their families as well.

One of my neighbors, Mr. Carlos 
Ramirez, is a Border Patrol.

When I have seen him and have  
asked him how work is going, his re-
sponse is always positive of how they 
are handling the situation at the Border.

He says they take great preventive 
measures to hinder any physical con-
tamination. He has told me that many 
times they are also the first responders 
in accidents, or calamities like the dev-
astating tragedy that occurred at the 
Cielo Vista Mall in El Paso Tex..

He said that it was such a traumatic 
experience, that it was hard to believe 
that something like that would happen 
in our city.

As we know, there are some people 
that for some reason or another, have 
issues in their lives that create hatred 
and negativism which cause so much 
damage to other individuals by their ac-
tions.

Very often, innocent people get 
caught in the cross fire. Their actions 
and behaviors are like in a bushel of 
fruit where sometimes we find a rotten 
apple or orange etc.

One individual spoiled fruit can ruin 
the whole bushel if it is not attended to. 
That also can be in groups of people 
where some individuals do not care 
about keeping regulations, obeying 
laws or rules of conduct.

That indeed is very sad that because 
of certain human beings, that are mem-
bers of organizations, departments or 
associations , who decide to act unruly, 
disorderly and engage in misconduct 
or criminal behavior, that the rest of the 
people in their groups are considered ill 
mannered as well.

To say the least, not all the people in 
the organizationss ,associations, reli-
gious groups are

responsible for the actions of par-
ticular individuals that cause problems, 
chaos or turmoil.

As citizens, we can reason sensibly 
and avoid the blame on the whole enti-
ties for the actions of just certain indi-
viduals.

God gave us wisdom and free 
thought processes to make informed 
opinions of the facts as we see them, 
for that’s why our Supreme Being gave 
us free agency, to decipher RIGHT 
from WRONG.
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• Computer use • Scan • Internet access 
• Faxes• Affordable Bulk Printing 

• Graphic Desing • Copies •Logo Design • Email

915.755.6089
915.303.1561  text only
915.757.2452|915.755.5705
northeastprinting@@yahoo.com
northeast printing

Monday - Friday 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
9728 Dyer St, Suite AA9728 Dyer St, Suite AA

retiree pay dates for 2020 annuitant pay dates for 2020

direct deposit Dates

JANUARY 31

FEBRUARY 28

april 1

may 1

JUNE 1

july 1

JULY 31

SEPTEMBER 1

october 1

OCTOBER 30

DECEMBER 1

december 31

direct deposit Dates

february 3

march 2

april 1

may 1

june 1

july 1

august 3

september 1

october 1

november 2

december 1

january 4, 2021

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December 

Month

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December 
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Get yours today at MOAA.ORG; your family will Thank You! 
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Retired
Reserve
Friend of Chapter

Active
National Guard

Former
Auxiliary



THE BORDER BULLETIN 11

• A 100% identification card check of all personnel will be 
implemented at all Fort Bliss access control points.

• All Department of Defense and non-DoD vehicular occu-
pants, including the driver and all of-age passengers, will have 
to present an ID card - valid state driver's license, government/
federal ID card, passport, etc. - for authorized access to Fort 
Bliss. 

• All vehicles and occupants entering Fort Bliss are subject to 
random searches and inspections, as has always been the 
standard.

• All non-DoD persons can expect to obtain a visitor’s pass 
at certain gates with VCC (Visitor Control Centers). Travelers 
should plan their time accordingly as access times to Fort Bliss 
might be increased following these enduring security measure 
enhancements.

For more detailed information on gate access and hours of opertation see 
https://www.bliss.army.mil/gateinfo.html.

FORT 
BLISS 

ACCESS 
CONTROL 

POINTS

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

the august membership 
meeting & luncheon 

is cancelled



EL PASO MOAA12

surviving spouse Liaison
Mrs. Connie Sullivan

In this time of chaos and turmoil, see-
ing that the Coronavirus is affecting a 
lot of people again, there seem to be 
some comfort with individuals  perform-
ing acts of benevolence.

It is called Kindness; which is a prin-
ciple of life that gives relief, hope, con-
solation and encouragement.

In the news and social media, we see 
so many stories of people helping one 
another.

Often times we hear about children 
performing acts of kindness not only for 
the elderly but for communities as well.

We all have experienced kindness in 
our lives at one time or another.

Some of us have undergone or 
lived through situations that have last-
ing memories which we have come to 
cherish.

One Mother’s Day when I was at my 
youngest daughter’s house visiting, 
Cindy, my son-in-law, and the children 
took me to a beautiful restaurant to cel-
ebrate that special day.

In that particular restaurant, people  
could order  the meal from the menu 
or partake of the Buffet. The food coun-
ters had a variety of selections like sea-
food, cooked meats and many different 
kinds of salads.

In the seafood section, there were 
snow crab legs, which I like very much, 
but did not take any because I am not 
able to crack the shells due to the ar-
thritis on my wrists and hands.

When my daughter saw that I had not 
picked the crab legs, she said to me “ 
Mom, you like that type of seafood why 
didn’t you get some?”

I didn’t want to tell her how much pain 
I was feeling in my hands and wrists 

and how much they hurt also, so I just 
smiled and said next time.

I then saw her with crab legs on her 
plate and saw that she cracked every-
one of them.

She took the meat out of the shells 
and handed me the plate with just the 
meat.

That act of kindness has stayed in my 
mind and in my heart; thanking God for 
giving me such a wonderful, thoughtful 
and caring daughter.

In life, little things mean a lot. That’s 
what makes this world so beautiful if we 
so chose to embrace it; not focusing on 
the negative or sad things which are 
also part of our existance but enjoying 
the love that comes from God.

There are numerous experiences of 
kindness every where.

A dear friend of mine related a situ-
ation she and her sister went through 
when they were young:

Subject: My Kindness Experience
Beth Hutchins

  When I was ten years old (in 1958) 
my father (a Marine Corps Master Ser-
geant who served in both WWII and 
the  Korean War) was transfered to 
Tachikawa Air Base outside Tokyo, Ja-
pan. Our family ( my mother and my 
three sisters and I)  accompanied him. 
We first lived off base in a small village 
called Kokubunji. After about a year, 
we moved into a small Japanese home 
in Kunitachi. Because this change oc-
curred during the  middle of the school 
year, my younger sister, Linda, and I 
did not want to have to change schools. 
So my mother decided that in the morn-
ings  she would drive us to the school 
bus stop in Kokubunji so we could take 
the school bus to school. After school 
we were to take the school bus back 
to Kokubunji, then walk several blocks 
to the train station where we purchased  
tickets to ride the train to Kunitachi. 
There was a tranfer required to get 
from Kokubunji to Kunitachi.  Mother 
was aware of this,  so she took us on a 
practice run through the trip. When our 
family moved to Kunitachi, ofter our first 
day back to school, Linda and I sucess-

fully  made it from the Kokubunji station 
to the transfer station, where we were 
stuck. We could not remenber which 
platform we needed to be on to catch 
the right train to Kunitachi, Both my sis-
ter and I were frightened and unsure 
of what we should do. I was the oldest 
(10 years) and felt totally responsible 
for my sister,Linda (8 years). Both of us  
must have looked frightened and des-
perate. I looked down the platform and 
saw a middle aged  Japanese woman 
smiling at us. Since I spoke no Japa-
nese, I pointed to the platform we were 
on and asked her, “Kunitachi?” She 
immediately shook her head and took 
us by the hand and walked us over to 
another platform and said, pointing to 
the platform we were on, “Kunitachi!” 
Then smiling she waved good bye to 
us as she returned to her platform. Lin-
da and I got home safe and sound that 
night. Both of us were grateful to the 
kind woman who got us home safely 
and we told mother all about our ex-
perience. Our family lived in Japan for 
three years and came to love the coun-
try, it’s people, and their culture. The 
Japanese people were always kind and 
helpful and my parents always returned 
the kindness and helped my sisters 
and I to learn about and love the Japa-
nese culture.  I didn’t think about it at 
the time we lived in Japan, but now in 
my older years I realize that my father 
fought the Japanese in WWII and my 
mother’s brother, Don (an Army pilot) 
was shot down and killed by the Japa-
nese. I marvel that my parents were so 
forgiving and  could set such a Christ-
like example for my sisters and me. I 
will be forever thankful for their exam-
ple and how it has enriched my life. I 
am also grateful for the kind Japanese 
woman who helped two frightened and 
lost American girls in the train station. 
That little kindness is still remembered 
by a 72 year old woman, 62 years later. 
I believe that kindness is never forgot-
ten and since it is free : it should be 
shared liberally!
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El Paso MOAA Outreach Foundation … 
Making a Difference

On the sunny afternoon of May 15, 
2020 the University of Texas at El Paso 
swore in nine ROTC cadets as com-
missioned officers in the U.S. Army, 
during an outdoor ceremony at Cen-
tennial Plaza.  The commissioning 
ceremony included the pinning of new 
second lieutenant shoulder boards, 
made possible by our El Paso chapter 
of the MOAA Outreach Foundation and    
the traditional, “First Salute”, where the 
new officers  present a silver dollar to 
the first enlisted soldier       who salutes 
them.

In addition, our El Paso chapter of 
the MOAA Outreach Foundation rec-
ognizes outstanding cadets each year 
and awards a medal for outstanding 
achievement. This years recognition 
goes to Cadet Garrett Goodroe – MS3 
(3rd-year cadet). Our Outreach Foun-
dation has provided medals to El Paso 
area JROTC programs for cadets’ out-
standing achievement.

In previous years, MOAA members 
presented medals to the cadets at their 
schools’ annual JROTC awards cer-
emonies, that customarily take place in 
late April and May (depending on the 
school).  Due to COVID-19 restrictions 
ceremonies did not take place this year, 
however, each schools’ JROTC cadre 
ensured that their outstanding cadet re-
ceived the medal.

Supporting local ROTC and JROTC 
programs is just one of the activities 
your Outreach Foundation supports, 
thanks to members like you!

The El Paso chapter of the MOAA 
Outreach Foundation has been part of 
the Military Science program at UTEP 

for many years. Our chapter is made 
stronger by new (and old) members 
who offer knowledge and support for 
these programs.

Join us at our annual Giving Day that 
will provide opportunities for members 
and non-members to learn about the 
numerous ways the MOAA Outreach 
Foundation helps communities, indi-
viduals and builds lasting alliances. 

Watch for information on Giving Day 
events here in the Border Bulletin and 
join our Outreach Foundation today!
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HIS PARACHUTE
DIDN’T OPEN
By Bob Pitt
First Published in the 24th Flight Newsletter, 
Roadrunner Flight, Order of the Daedalians, 
January 1996

The Weather was beautiful in Oki-
nawa that day – 25 April 1966.  The sky 
was a bright blue, punctuated by a few 
puffy white  lever clouds – a great day 
to fly

I had returned to Kadena Air Base 
from Udorn Air Base.  Thailand to ad-
minister check rides assigned to RF-
101 pilots prior to certifying them for 
combat.

Captain Bill Smith had recently ar-
rived from the States and was sched-
uled to take his check ride that beauti-
ful day.  Bill was a tall, athletically built 
young man from Texas – with a very 
deep voice.  He delivered a highly 
professional pre-flight briefing and ap-
peared to be very well prepared for his 
check light.  The mission called for me 
to take off on Bill’s wing and then fall 
back into a chase position.  We were 
to proceed north, climbing to cruising 
altitude and then let down to tree-top 
level as we approached the Japanese 
Island of Kyushu – where we were to 
fly a high-speed, low-level route along 
which we would acquire several tar-
gets.

  I had  flown the mission profile over 
Kyushu numerous times in the past and 
was looking to doing so again on such 
a glorious day – especially since I had 
recently returned from Southeast Asia 
and knew nobody on Kyushu would be 
shooting at me.  It was going to be a 
very pleasant afternoon.

Bill and I taxied out, performed our 
pre-flight checks and took the runway 
for a southwestern take-off from Kade-
na.  I pulled upon Bill’s wing.  We were 
cleared for takeoff.  Bill gave me the 
run-up signal.  I acknowledge3s that I 
was ready for take-off.    His head went 
back and then forward.  We released 
the brakes and began rolling down the 
runway.  Bill signaled for afterburners.  
We accelerated and were soon air-
borne.  He dipped his head again and 
I raised my landing gear lever.  “Bill is 
doing everything quite well” I thought, 
“and I made a superb wing take-off.”

As we approached 300 knots, near-
ing the end of the runway, Bill dipped 
his head again and I came out of after-
burners.  However, instead of slowing 
my acceleration - - as I anticipated - - I 
felt a tremendous explosion, as I shot 
ahead.

“You’re on fire, dad!! Bill announced 
in a very calm voice with his deep Tex-
as drawl.

“Which engine?” I inquired.
“Both, man!”  was the reply.  “Eject, 

Eject, Eject!” Bill’s voice climbed from 
his normal deep base soprano with his 
three rapid commands.

I looked in my rear-view mirror and 
saw a large ball of fire behind me.  Both 
my engigen temperature gauges were 
pgged on max and both fire lights were 
bright red.  The Kadena Tower opera-
tor joined Bill’s chorus of “Eject, Eject, 
Eject!”  The Towr operator added that 
I was dropping parts all over the field.

As much as I didn’t want to take 
a swim that day, I had to admit that 
my two advisors were right.  And so I 
straightened up in my seat and pulled 
my ejection handles, positioned on the 
forward edge of each armrest.  My can-
opy passed over my head.  My maps, 
papers and loose debris from the cock-
pit followed.  I reached for the ejection 
triggers which were now exposed in-
side the raised handles.  However, my 
hands missed the triggers.  So I looked 
down in order to see the triggers - - and 
pulled with head and neck leaning for-
ward.

My windscreen disappeared beneath 
me as I rode my rocket seat into the 
Okinawan sky.  As I turned and tum-
bled.  I felt as if I were in a kaleido-
scope - - alternating the green fields of 
Okinawa, the bright blue sky, the puffy 
white clouds and the dark blue ocean.

After enjoying the multi-colored show 
for a few seconds, my parachute began 
to stream.  As I was only a hundred or so 
feet above the ocean, I became some-
what concerned.  “That thing should be 
blossoming by now,” I thought.  “ could 
be killed doing something like this.”  All 
of a sudden, my chute popped open.  
“O’Kay! What next? I’d bette deploy 
my survival kit.  No! No time.  I’d bet-
ter inflate my Mae West first!” I inflated 

the left side of my Mae West and hit 
the water.  Underneath I went, then 
stopped and began to reverse my di-
rection.  My head popped out above 
the surface of the sea.  Now I had time 
to inflate the other side of my Mae West 
and deploy my survival kit.  I got the 
Mae West okay, but my gloves were 
too wet and slippery to pull my survival 
kit handle.  I looked up and saw a heli-
copter directly above me.  “No need to 
deploy the survival kit now.”  I thought, 
“I’ll just bring it up with me.”

As luck would have it, the Kadena Air 
Base Hospital was having an inspection 
that day and a helicopter was airborne 
on a simulated rescue mission when I 
took off.  I climbed into the harness - - 
but I climbed in incorrectly.  I jumped 
out and did it right the second time.  Up 
I went.  The helicopter flew me to the 
beach adjacent to Kadena where I was 
transferred to a waiting ambulance.

Inside the local flight surgeon per-
formed a examination with two medical 
inspectors looking on.  “I know you guys 
like realism during your inspections,” I 
stated, “but do you think my participa-
tion was really necessary?”  The am-
bulance delivered me to the hospital 
and I was admitted for a more com-
prehensive examination.  Fortunately, 
I was okay - - with the exception of a 
stiff neck, most likely incurred when I 
ejected with my head bent forward.  I 
called my family from the hospital bed 
and related the story.  My youngest son 
asked, “Did you get any medals?”  I am 
sure he was thinking of my crash land-
ing in Danang six months earlier aft3r 
which I was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and Purple Heart.  I was 
released from the hospital later that 
day and went home.

The following day, I read in the local 
newspaper that several eye witnesses 
to my ejection and descent reported: 
“His parachute didn’t open.”  I guess 
I had ejected so low that I had disap-
peared before my chute did open.  My 
aircraft went into the very deep water 
a mile or so off of Okinawa and was 
never located.  Subsequent investiga-
tion of the parts I sprinkled across the 
airfield revealed the aircraft’s fuel man-
ifold ruptured causing the explosion.  
“Nope, my chute didn’t open - - but I’ll 
see you at the next MOAA luncheon.
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June is coming to a close as I 
write this article. The COVID-19 
pandemic appeared to be stabi-
lizing and we were all hoping it 
would continue to wind down and 
soon be under control. Unfortu-
nately, the opposite is happening. 
The number of new coronavirus 
infections in Texas and across 
the U.S. has surged upward the 
past few weeks. Although not hit 
as hard as other cities, the CO-
VID case load in El Paso is also 
rising significantly.

With the current state of the 
pandemic, we all need to still 
carefully observe public conta-
gious precautions that we have 
become familiar with. Keep hard 
surfaces clean, wash hands fre-
quently, avoid touching your face, 
avoid close contact with those 
that are ill, isolate if feeling ill or in 
recent contact with someone that 
is ill, observe social distancing 
and minimize social gatherings.

Recent medical research 
strongly suggests that wearing a 
face mask significantly slows the 
spread of the virus. Although the 
medical data contains some bias 
and using a face mask remains 
controversial to some, it is almost 
certain that wearing a face mask 
does slow the transmission rate 
of the disease. As of June 22, all 

DOC’S CORNER
Dr. Daniel Washburn.

staff and patrons of businesses in 
El Paso are required to wear face 
coverings unless it poses a health 
risk. Also, Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott issued an executive order 
beginning Friday 3 July 2020 as 
follows: Texans in counties with 
20 or more confirmed COVID-19 
cases must wear a face mask in 
buildings and businesses open to 
the public and in outdoor public 
space where maintaining six feet 
of distance from another person 
isn’t feasible. The mask must 
cover both their nose and mouth.

Despite the suffering caused by 
the pandemic, there is also good 
news. The death toll from the 
coronavirus continues to decline. 
A lot of brilliant people in the U.S. 
and around the world are work-
ing around the clock to develop 
treatments and a vaccine for the 
virus. Some drugs are showing 
good promise in treating the dis-
ease. Vaccines are already in the 
trial phase, having been injected 
into volunteers so their effect on 
the human body can be studied. 
Much work still has to be done on 
the vaccine, but progress is being 
made.

Testing for the coronavirus is 
available to anyone that wants it 
in El Paso and can be arranged 
by calling (915) 212-0783 Mon. 
– Sat. 7am – 5pm. You can visit  
http://www.epstrong.org/ for up to 
date information on COVID-19. 
Although it is not going away as 
quickly as we hoped, we will all 
get through this together.

Daniel Washburn, M.D.
Former Chief Eye Surgeon 
at WBAMC
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