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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
COL Forrest Smith, USA, Retired

In the last issue of the
Border Bulletin I discussed the
timeline and process for the
President’s Four Trillion dollar
budget proposal. Part of the
process forward involves the
review of the recommendations
of the Military Compensation
and Retirement Modernization
Commission (MCRMC), by
the House and Senate Armed
Services committees. On 29
April, the HASC completed its
mark up of the FY16 Defense
Bill. A key, controversial
provision of the HASC plan
involves fast tracking retirement
overhaul measures, migrating to
a plan where service members
and the government contribute
to Thrift Savings Plan accounts.
The intent is to provide service
members who serve less than
20 years with a transportable
retirement benefit, with Service
members receiving matching
government contributions to low
cost government 401K accounts.
However, in order to provide a
transportable retirement benefit
to service members serving
less than 20 years, the proposal
reduces military retired pay by
20 percent. The plan effectively
transitions the responsibility of
retirement and healthcare from
the government to the service
member and has raised the
concern among members of
Congress that this may place
an additional financial burden
on service members, their
families and veterans. MOAA
believes that the combination
of a reduced pension and a
transportable 401K could provide
greater incentive to leave the
military prior to 20 years of

service. Members of the HASC
rejected an amendment to
delay the passage of the bill in
order to solicit feedback from
service members, and ensure a
comprehensive understanding
of the terms and conditions of
the retirement overhaul. The
original MCRMC proposal, which
the HASC changed, suggested
continuing the matching TSP
funds for service members who
continued to serve more than
20 years. On 30 April the White
House published its positions on
the MCRMC report, emphasizing
that more time was needed to
study proposals to overhaul the
military retired pay. MOAA also
thinks changes of this magnitude
require further analysis and are
soliciting members to contact
legislators and urge them not
to fast track military retirement
changes.
On a positive note, it
appears MOAA Chapter and
Council leaders’ efforts to “storm
the hill” in April, and meet with
nearly all of the 535 members
of the House and Senate has
had positive effects. MOAA
members focused on three
issues during the effort: 1)
sustain military pay and benefits;
2) reject disproportionate
TRICARE fee hikes and plan
changes; and 3) eliminate
harmful sequestration budget
cuts. On 1 May the HASC
rejected recommendations
to consolidate TRICARE and
establish new TRICARE for Life
enrollment fees. Legislators
also opposed moves to
decrease housing allowances
and commissary funding, while

keeping the active duty pay raise
at 2.3%.
Locally, Bill Moore
was recently awarded the
Communications Award again
this year by MOAA National, for
his outstanding work with the
Border Bulletin newsletter. The
El Paso Chapter completed its
final payment on the $25,000,
1st Armored Division MOAA
Scholarship. The El Paso
Chapter annually awards two
interest-free, $25,000 education
loans for dependents of service
members. The board is also
planning to formally establish
and operationalize the 501c3
El Paso MOAA Outreach
Foundation program in MayJune, and will begin to solicit
corporate donations to support a
broad range of support activities
for service members stationed
locally, deployed, or redeploying.
I want to close reminding
local veterans and MOAA
members to join us on 13 June
for our next MOAA luncheon
at the Centennial Club &
Conference Center. Guest
speaker will be Ric Lambart,
President of the 1st Aero
Squadron Foundation. You can
learn more about the foundation
at “firstaerosquadron.com.”

Forrest Smith
COL, USA, Retired
President
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ON THE ROAD TO RETIREMENT,
IT’S IMPORTANT TO

HAVE GOOD
DIRECTIONS.
Your goals. Our guidance.
Now’s the time to see if your investments can fuel your life’s most
anticipated adventure: retirement. Consider getting an IRA from
USAA to help plan for what’s ahead. Call us for guidance on building
a strategy that could fit your needs now and down the road.

GET STARTED TODAY.
800-IRA-USAA | usaa.com/ira

Financial planning services and financial advice provided by USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in
California, License # 0E36312), a registered investment adviser and insurance agency, and its wholly owned subsidiary, USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., a registered
broker dealer.
Investments provided by USAA Investment Management Company and USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., both registered broker dealers.
© 2015 USAA. 216896-0415
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Columbia and later in Cuba, where
his crew were the undefeated
National Champions. Ric also
served as a Staff Officer in the
U.S. Merchant Marine and spent
three years in the U.S. Navy, before
entering the USAF full time.

June Guest Speaker:
Rick Lambart

Ric Lambart became a pilot in
1944, accumulated over 13,000
hours in the US Air Force and as a
commercial pilot and instructor. He
holds single and multi-engine land
and sea, jet, and glider ratings. A
graduate of Columbia University,
he retired after 38 years as a
management consultant. Before
entering the USAF full time, he
was the Freshman Crew Coach at

After leaving the Air Force,
Ric settled in Phoenix, AZ, where
he spent several years retailing
and wholesaling General Aviation
Aircraft, and then as national
marketing manager for an auto
pilot company. He later served as
CEO of, and helped found, several
nonprofit charitable and educational
foundations; was Board Chairman
and President of an electronics
manufacturing and research
corporation and has volunteered
in a number of other nonprofit and
civic organizations over the years.
Ric was among the small group in
Columbus, NM that founded the
FASF in 2007. He is currently this
site’s webmaster.

Renewals

COL Charles Cranford
CW3 Allen Smith
CPT Diane Judy
MG Travis Dyer
COL Russell W. Parker
COL Peter Baktis

COL Hormer Pitzer
CW4 George Patt
COL William Bissell
Mrs Christine Versaw
Mrs. Bertha Baker

Lunch Menu
April

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Green Bean Almandine
Scalloped Potatoes
Tossed Green Salad w/Dressing
Rolls and Butter
Iced Tea, Water and Coffee

June Membership
Meeting Program
Saturday, 13 June,
Centennial Club
Sequence of Events
1100 — 1200
1200 — 1215
1215 — 1230
1230 — 1315
1315 — 1345
1345 — 1355
1355 — 1400
1400		

Social Hour
Opening Ceremony
Board Updates
Meal Service
Program
Door Prize Drawing
Closing
Adjournment

Please submit your Lunch
Reservations no later than
Monday, 8 June
Treasurer: MOAA
PO Box 6144
El Paso, TX 79906-0144

All lunch reservations
with payment to our
postal mail box
$
Chapter President Forrest Smith greets Guest Speaker Stanley Serwatka at the April 2015
Member Luncheon.
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20 Per Person

REMITTANCE
ENVELOPE ENCLOSED

Report a Retiree
Death

Monday - Friday:
0730 - 1700
915-568-5207
After Hours (Installation)
915-569-6950/6951

2015
EL PASO
CHAPTER
MOAA
EVENTS
SCHEDULE

June 13, 2015

June Membership Meeting and Luncheon

June 14, 2015

Flag Day

July 4, 2015
August 8, 2015

Independence Day
August Membership Meeting and Luncheon

September 25, 2015

Retiree Appreciation Day Reception

September 26, 2015

Retiree Appreciation Day

Retiree and Annuitant Pay Dates for 2015
Entitlement Month

FORT BLISS GATE
OPERATING HOURS
All Department of Defense identification
card holders and civilians possessing
a valid state issued driver’s license or
government/federal identification card may
access Fort Bliss through the following
gates:
• Sheridan gate
• Biggs Army Airfield Main gate 		
(formerly known as Sergeant Major)
• Buffalo Soldier gate
• Chaffee gate
• Fred Wilson gate
• McGregor Front gate
• Old Ironsides
(formerly known as Global Reach) gate
• Alabama gate
(5 a.m. - 9 p.m., Monday - Friday only)
• Ross Elementary School
Pedestrian Gate (7 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.,

11:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m., and 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.,

Monday - Friday only)
• Pershing gate (4 p.m. - 6 p.m.,
Monday - Friday for outbound traffic
only)

Commercial traffic can only access Fort
Bliss through Chaffee gate.
Only DoD ID card holders can enter Fort
Bliss through the following gates; all
non DoD ID
card holders will be directed to access
one of the above mentioned all access
gates:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Cassidy gate
IBCT-South gate
Sergeant Major North gate
Constitution gate (5 a.m. - 9 a.m.,
Monday - Friday only)
Jeb Stuart gate (5 a.m. - 9 a.m. and
2 - 6 p.m. Monday - Friday only)
The following gates will remain closed
to all DoD and civilian traffic:
IBCT-North gate
Cemetery Pedestrian gate
McGregor Rear gate

January 2015
February 2015
March 2015
April 2015
May 2015
June 2015
July 2015
August 2015
September 2015
October 2015
November 2015
December 2015

Retiree Payment Dates

Friday, January 30, 2015
Friday, February 27, 2015
Wednesday, April 1, 2015
Friday, May 1, 2015
Monday, June 1, 2015
Wednesday, July 1, 2015
Friday, July 31, 2015
Tuesday, September 1, 2015
Thursday, October 1, 2015
Monday, November 2, 2015
Tuesday, December 1, 2015
Thursday, December 31, 2015

Annuitant Payment Dates

Monday, February 2, 2015
Monday, March 2, 2015
Wednesday, April 1, 2015
Friday, May 1, 2015
Monday, June 1, 2015
Wednesday, July 1, 2015
Monday, August 3, 2015
Tuesday, September 1, 2015
Thursday, October 1, 2014
Monday, November 2, 2015
Tuesday, December 1, 2015
Thursday, December 31, 2015

WBAMC Pharmacy Services

Main Hospital Pharmacy
Monday through Wednesday and Friday:		
7:30 AM – 6:30 PM
Thursday						8:30 AM – 6:30 PM
Saturday, Training Holidays:				
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays and Federal Holidays
Freedom Crossing PX Pharmacy
Monday – Friday					
8:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday & Training Holidays				
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays and Federal Holidays
Soldier and Family Medical Clinic (SFMC) Pharmacy
Monday – Friday					
7:30 AM – 6:30 PM
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays
Soldier Family Care Clinic (SFCC) Pharmacy
Monday – Friday					
7:30 AM – 6:30 PM
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays
Pharmacy Refill Services						

915-742-2793

915-742-9017
915-742-1802
915-742-1400
915-742-1400

El Paso VA Health Care System Pharmacy

There are four convenient options for refilling prescriptions which can then be mailed directly to your home.
Choose any process that is easy for you to use:

• Call the automated phone system at (915) 564-6100 ext. 6110 or 1-800-672-3782 ext. 6110.
• Follow the directions to process your refill.
• Mail in your refill slips.
• Drop the refill slip in the mail-out box located in the pharmacy.
• Use the MyHealtheVet Website: www.myhealth.va.gov

Please note, window service at the Pharmacy will be limited to new prescriptions only. So, for all refills, please use one of
the 4 options listed above.
Thank you in advance for using these new steps which should improve the speed and efficiency of getting your
prescriptions from the El Paso VAHCS Pharmacy.

Extended Hours
Monday and Friday: 8:00 am to 4:45 pm. Pharmacy intake window will be closed at 4:30 pm.
Tuesdays: 9:00 am to 5:45 pm. Pharmacy intake will be closed at 5:30 pm.
Wednesdays and Thursdays: 7:00 am to 5:45 pm. Pharmacy intake will be closed at 5:30 pm.
Saturday: 8:30 am to 10:30 am for patients with primary care appointment only.
Location
El Paso VAHCS
2nd Floor, West Hallway

Contact Numbers
915-564-7942
800-672-3782
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Chaplain’s Corner

LTC John H. G. Rasmussen
Chaplain, USA, Retired

Skagen Life-Savers

Having just returned from a family
cruise, my mind is on the sea today
and the stories that the sea inspires.
Allow me to share a true one from my
family history which, being Danish,
includes sailors as well as pastors.
Skagen is a fishing community on a
sliver of land on the extreme northern
tip of the Jutland peninsula that
thrusts itself into the Skagerrak Strait
connecting the North Sea with the
Baltic Sea. This meeting of the two
seas often causes violent and deadly
storms, especially during winter. Even
so, the straight has always been a
major shipping lane with constant
traffic. As a consequence, in addition
to fishing, life saving became a major
calling for the little community, much
like our volunteer fire departments
in rural America. If a ship was in
distress, these life-savers, dressed
in heavy oilskin raingear and boots,
would climb into large whaleboats in
crews of eight, and row through the
heavy surf to the ship to rescue its
passengers and crew. It is said that
the life-savers spurned learning how to
swim, because in the freezing water,
“it would merely prolong the agony for

JUNIOR ENLISTED
FAMILY CENTER,
YMCA FOOD PANTRY
The YMCA Food Pantry provides
services to E-5s and below and is
located in building #1717 (the old
commissary) on Marshall Road. The
entrance for the Food Pantry is behind
the building by the loading docks
near Pleasonton Road. The hours of
operation are Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Friday from Noon to 1700 hours.
In an emergency, occasionally a Jr.
Grade Officer or a Retiree is helped.
To receive food, a form must be signed
by a chaplain or someone in authority
in the soldier’s unit. Families must
show a military I.D. The center focuses

the unfortunate soul who had gone
overboard.”
It was Christmas Eve, and a terrible
storm was battering the coastal
seas. Just as the families in Skagen
had sat down to their Christmas Eve
dinner, the call came in for the lifesaving crews. A ship was foundering
just west of them. Without a second

thought they went out on that bitterly
cold night, leaving their Christmas
celebrations and their loved ones
behind. With great valor they managed
to save the lives of everyone on the
ship. The leader of the life-saving
crew, however, was never the same.
Exposure to the frigid weather that
night had utterly destroyed his health.
He had become wounded warrior in
the finest sense of the word.

on helping truly needy families.

The pantry accepts any sealed nonperishable food. Items that routinely
run out of are peanut butter, canned
tuna, cereal, pasta, and pasta sauce.
Disposable diapers in all sizes, baby
formula and baby food are, also, in
need.
If you are redecorating your home
and you have furniture, or other
household items in good condition
that you would like to donate, please

The captain of the foundering ship
came back to Skagen every Christmas
after that for the rest of his life. For
him it was simply impossible that he
could ever sufficiently thank those
who risked their lives to save him and
his passengers. He never tired of
expressing his thanks to the life-saving
crew and its leader.
As he told the story, my Skagen uncle
Jens Leer-Andersen, both the son of a
fisherman and a pastor, would always
add: “And neither would we, if we truly
realized what it was that was done for
us on the first Christmas.”
You see, one of the members of that
life-saving crew was Jens’ uncle.
From that day on, he never forgot that
Christmas was never about a safe and
tranquil fireside soiree, but a rescue
mission. It was about saving the lost
whether at sea or anywhere else in
God’s vast cosmos.
I have often thought of the Soldier’s
calling in those terms. As we approach
another Memorial Day, I invite you to
do the same.
phone Rebekah Reyes and Nicole
Range, Coordinator, Junior Enlisted
Family Center, YMCA at 915-4945423 during the hours of the center’s
operation. Please don’t leave things
on the loading dock without contacting
managers first as the items left are
often “lost.”
Should you elect to give a monetary
donation for the Food Pantry, please
draw your check payable to: Armed
Services YMCA (ASYMCA) and put
“Junior Enlisted Family Center (JEFC)”
on the memo line. Additionally, a
collection box for your checks or cash
will be on the donation table.
Thank you for your consideration
of helping our needy families at Fort
Bliss.
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June	
  2015	
  Membership	
  Meeting	
  &	
  Lunch	
  

The	
  Centennial	
  Club	
  &	
  Conference	
  Center	
  

11199	
  Sergeant	
  E.	
  Churchill	
  St.,	
  El	
  Paso,	
  TX	
  79916	
  
	
  
Date:	
  Saturday,	
  13	
  June	
  2015	
  
Time:	
  1100	
  -‐	
  1400	
  
	
  
Guest	
  Speaker:	
  Mr.	
  Ric	
  Lambart	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  First	
  Aero	
  Squadron	
  Foundation	
  
	
  
Menu	
  	
  
Chicken	
  Cordon	
  Blue	
  
Green	
  Bean	
  Almandine	
  
Scalloped	
  Potatoes	
  
Tossed	
  Green	
  Salad	
  w/Dressing,	
  Roll	
  &	
  Butter	
  
Water,	
  Coffee	
  &	
  Iced	
  Tea	
  
	
  
Dress:	
  Casual	
  	
  
Cost:	
  $20.00	
  per	
  person	
  
	
  
Lunch	
  Treasurer:	
  treasurer@elpasomoaa.org	
  
Membership	
  or	
  email	
  queries:	
  membership@elpasomoaa.org	
  
Mail	
  To:	
  El	
  Paso	
  Chapter	
  MOAA,	
  Attn.:	
  Treasurer,	
  PO	
  Box	
  6144,	
  Fort	
  Bliss,	
  TX	
  79906-‐0144	
  
	
  
Please	
  fill	
  in	
  this	
  acceptance	
  slip,	
  and	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  Treasurer	
  by	
  Monday,	
  8	
  June	
  2015	
  with	
  a	
  check	
  
for	
  $20	
  per	
  person,	
  the	
  cost	
  of	
  the	
  luncheon.	
  Late	
  Reservations,	
  call	
  Bob	
  Pitt,	
  915-‐533-‐5111	
  or	
  Bill	
  
Moore,	
  915-‐842-‐9650,	
  by	
  Noon,	
  Wednesday,	
  June	
  10,	
  and	
  pay	
  at	
  the	
  door.	
  
	
  
Lunch	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  Saturday	
  13	
  June	
  2015	
  at	
  11:00	
  a.m.	
  
Please	
  print	
  guest	
  names	
  clearly	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  correct	
  spelling	
  on	
  the	
  registration	
  listing.	
  
	
  
I	
  will	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  /	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  will	
  not	
  attend	
  the	
  lunch	
  and	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  _______	
  attendees	
  in	
  my	
  party.	
  
	
  
My	
  check	
  for	
  $	
  _____	
  ($20.00	
  per	
  person)	
  made	
  payable	
  to	
  the	
  “El	
  Paso	
  Chapter”	
  is	
  enclosed.	
  
	
  
Name	
  of	
  Member:	
  __________________________________________	
  
	
  
Telephone	
  Number:	
  ________________________________________	
  
	
  
Name(s)	
  of	
  Guests:	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  _______________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ________________________________________	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
_______________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ________________________________________	
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Auxiliary Corner

Mrs Connie Sullivan
Auxiliary Liaison

Since the passing of my husband, Charles L. Sullivan, a three-tour Vietnam War Army Aviator, it has been extremely
difficult adjusting with the tremendous challenges of getting on with life.
As many of you know, getting back on track is one of the hardest things to do when we lose a love one.
With God’s help, sometimes sharing our time with others can be a great help and diverting the focus of our emotional
pain and sorrow can give us peace and comfort.
Serving our military organizations and the community can bring us , as well, a lot of joy and happiness.
MOAA Spouse Blog: Making it in the MilLife® is the blog where you can get deeper insight on current issues affecting
military spouses and families, follow our spouse programs and read interviews with community leaders. Spouses are
each other’s best resource, so if you would like to be considered for a guest blog entry or have a story idea, please
contact the MOAA Spouse Program at moaaspouse@moaa.org.

Below is a reprint of MOAA’s May 2015 Auxiliary Corner:

TRICARE and Turning 65
If you are about to turn 65, say
goodbye to TRICARE and hello
to TRICARE For Life (TFL) and
Medicare. This transition does not
happen automatically, so make sure
you take the appropriate steps to
ensure a smooth transition.
You will be required to sign up for
Medicare Part B during the Social
Security initial enrollment period,
which is about three months before
your 65th birthday. Make your
appointment early! It can take a
month or more to get an appointment.
Start online at www.ssa.gov. Make
sure to bring to the appointment your
birth certificate, marriage license(s),
divorce decree(s), Social Security
card, military ID, driver’s license, and
previous year’s tax records. Medicare
rates are based on your income, so
rates vary. TFL covers all uniformed
services retirees, survivors (including
certain former spouses), and other
servicemembers who might be
disabled and are Medicare eligible and
enrolled in Medicare Part B. There
are no fees with TFL as there are with
TRICARE. However, before you can

begin using TFL, you must:
		
1. enroll in Medicare Part B;
2. have an accurate, up-to-date
record in the Defense Enrollment
Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS);
and
3. have a valid military ID.
Medicare becomes your primary
insurance, and TFL becomes your
secondary payer to Medicare for a
Medicare-eligible condition. However,
TFL covers some conditions that
Medicare does not. In those cases,
TFL will be the primary payer, and you
will have a copayment. Otherwise,
anything not covered is a personal
expense. Be sure to ask whether
a drug or test your doctor orders is
covered by Medicare. If not, you might
find yourself with an unexpected,
expensive bill.
If you are not in receipt of Social
Security, Medicare will bill you
quarterly. If you receive Social Security
payments, Medicare Part B will be
deducted from this compensation.
When a provider accepts Medicare
assignment, that provider agrees to

accept the Medicare-approved amount
as payment in full for any claim filed.
A Medicare-approved provider who
does not accept Medicare assignment
must file a claim and cannot bill you
for more than 115 percent of the
maximum Medicare allowable charge
(MMAC). Medicare will reimburse 80
percent of the MMAC. TFL will pay
the balance up to 115 percent of the
MMAC.
Traveling overseas? There is no
Medicare coverage overseas. The
beneficiary pays out of pocket for
medical expenses. TFL is available
as TRICARE Standard overseas.
There is a $3,000 catastrophic cap per
family per fiscal year. Travel insurance
is recommended to cover these
additional fees and cost shares.
If you are a MOAA member and
have provided MOAA with your birth
date, a copy of the publication Aging
into Medicare and TRICARE For
Life will be sent to you on your 64th
birthday. This publication explains
everything. Please share your birth
date with MOAA. This will give
association representatives the ability
to assist you with Medicare and other
benefits.
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Army Nurse Corps History

By COL Constance J. Moore, USA, Retired, Army Nurse Corps Association Historian
In July 1950, the Korean War
began when the Communist North
Korean Army crossed the 38th
parallel, an arbitrary separation of
North and South Korea, and invaded
the Republic of South Korea. CPT
Viola B. McConnell was the only
Army nurse on duty in Korea. When
hostilities broke out, she escorted
643 evacuees, from Seoul to Japan
on a Norwegian freighter, the
Rheinholt, which was designed to
accommodate only 12 passengers.
Forsaking her own well-being, she
discarded her personal belongings
in Korea in order to carry bandages
and other first aid equipment for
casualties.
CPT McConnell assessed
priorities for care of sick evacuees
and worked exhaustively with a
make-shift medical team to ensure
the sick and vulnerable were
stable until they reached more
definitive care. She also supervised
the rationing of food and the
maintenance of sanitation during
the voyage. After the beleaguered
vessel arrived at the 118th Station
Hospital in southern Japan, she
requested reassignment back to
Korea. She returned to Taejon to
care for and evacuate wounded
soldiers of the 24th Infantry Division.
Because mobile and evacuation
hospitals followed the troops and
extremely fluid battle lines, Army
nurses, such as CPT McConnell,
often found themselves closer to the
front than anticipated. The nurses
were challenged to improvise and
function in a multitude of shelters,
such as tents, barns, schoolhouses,
and churches. Conditions were
rudimentary -- no running water, and
earth-floors with pot-bellied stoves
for warmth and water heating.
Patients’ beds were low folding
cots, which entailed a great deal of
uncomfortable bending or kneeling
to tend patients.
Disposable supplies and
unit dose medications were
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conveniences of the future.
Nurses autoclaved catheters and
sharpened needles. They prepared
injections by mashing pills in a
mortar, heating the powdered
mix in a teaspoon over an open
flame, and drawing the liquid into a
glass syringe. Oxygen tanks were
strapped to patients’ beds. In the
summer, without air conditioning
for airflow, tent flaps or windows
were raised, and doors opened,
allowing bugs to enter the wards
and birds to fly through the surgical
theaters. In the winter, to keep
medications from freezing, nurses
carried IVs, penicillin, morphine,
and other liquid pharmaceuticals
in their parka pockets. Despite
theses austere conditions, CPT
McConnell persevered and focused
on the needs of her patients.
For her services during the war,
this exceptional Army nurse was
awarded the Bronze Star, and an
Oak Leaf Cluster for the Bronze Star
was given for her outstanding care
of the American nationals during the
evacuation to Japan.
Today, the quiet courage and
devotion of this Army nurse has
earned the deep respect of her
fellow Soldiers. A description of

her Korean War duty performance
is used as the real-world example
of the Army virtue of “duty” in the
Initial Entry Training (IET) Soldier’s
Handbook. Every new IET Soldier
(formerly called Basic Trainee)
is being inspired by her selfless
service. CPT McConnell is the first
Army nurse so cited in an Army
publication.
Sources: A primary source is the
TRADOC Pam 600-4 Initial Entry
Training Soldier’s Handbook (4
September 2007). This publication
is available only on the TRADOC
Homepage at http://www.tradoc.
army.mil. Secondary sources
include COL (R) Mary Sarnecky’s
book, entitled A History of the U.S.
Army Nurse Corps; her article called
Army nurses in ‘the forgotten war,’
in the November, 2001 American
Journal of Nursing 101 pp. 45-49;
and Deborah Hallquist’s publication
named Developments in the RN
First Assist Role during the Korean
War American Operating Room
Nurse Journal. FindArticles.com.
26 Feb, 2010. http://findarticles.
com/p/articles/mi_m0FSL/is_4_82/
ai_n15754451

The Stones and Moores with Captain Henk Draper, Holland America Oosterdam, between
Tasmania and New Zealand, 3/27/2015

P E R S O N A L A F FA I R S

Jose Luis Hernandez
Personal Affairs Chairman

Refurbished Electronics
Right now, you could spend $249
on a brand-new 32 GB iPod Touch
or you could spend $159 for the
refurbished version. Both come from
the Apple store in a sparkling white
box with new accessories, a new
battery and a one-year warranty.
Which do you choose?
What are refurbished electronics?
Refurbished electronics are basically
items that have been opened or used
at some point. It could be because of
any of the following reasons:
• An item bought and returned
because the customer didn’t like it.
• An item bought and returned for a
cosmetic defect.
• An item bought and returned for a
functional defect.
• A display or demo item.
• A recalled item.
You may be worried you’ll
be buying a lemon if you get a
refurbished electronic device, but
that concern may be overblown.
A 2011 report from consulting
firm Accenture found that only 5
percent of returned electronics had
an actual product defect. Even for
those that are defective, most major
manufacturers have a rigorous
process by which they test, repair
and then retest returned items
before selling them as refurbished.
As a result, you may end up with a
refurbished device that has some
minor cosmetic issues such as
scratches or discoloration, but it
should work flawlessly out of the box.
Where should you buy them?
Because refurbished electronics
may be used, you always want to
buy them from a trusted source.
Typically, that means a major retailer
or manufacturer. Look online in the

clearance or outlet sections of these
companies’ websites:
• Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/
b?ie=UTF8&node=10158976011.
• HP: http://www8.hp.com/us/en/
hp-information/refurbished/how-tobuy.html
• Dell: http://www.dell.com/
learn/us/en/22/campaigns/
outlet?c=us&l=en&s=dfh
• Sony: http://store.sony.com/sonyoutlet/cat-27-catid-Certified-PreOwned
• Apple: http://store.apple.com/us/
browse/home/specialdeals?afid=p
231|camref%3AikL5&cid=AOS-USAFF-PHG
• Epson: http://www.epson.com/
cgi-bin/Store/BuyEpson/ccHome.jsp
• Newegg: http://dealnews.com/
c142/Electronics/s504/Newegg
• Best Buy: http://www.bestbuy.
com/site/electronics-promotions/
refurbished-product- faqs/pcmcat24
9600050017.c?id=pcmcat24960005
0017&ref=199&loc=je6NUbpObpQ&
acampID =1&siteID=je6NUbpObpQUxuExOVNs0PVqu.XDkUGyQ.
You can find plenty of refurbished
electronics on eBay as well, but
buying through eBay can be tricky.
Contact the manufacturer to see
if the auction is being run by an
authorized reseller, and then
double-check their feedback for any
recurring problems. If the seller isn’t
authorized by the manufacturer,
you may want to move along.
Unauthorized sellers may have vastly
different standards when it comes
to testing and repairing refurbished
items. Plus, these sellers may not
offer warranties or accept returns.
How do you know it’s a good deal?
First, look up the going price of the

item you’re buying. How much are
retailers selling it for brand new?
Refurbished items are often, but
not always, a bargain. Just as you
would compare prices for any other
purchase, shop around before buying
a refurbished product. Beyond price,
review how the item was refurbished
and what your options are if it ends
up being defective. Look for answers
to all the following questions.
• What is the refurbishing process?
• Is the item tested again after any
necessary repairs are made?
• Could there be cosmetic
damage?
• Does the item come with the
same accessories as a new item?
• Is there a warranty or return
policy that will let you send back a
defective item?
• If so, do you need to pay a
restocking fee?
• Don’t forget to look for coupon
codes or promos that may bring your
final price down even more.
Is there anything you shouldn’t
buy refurbished? Some people
warn against buying refurbished
TVs, printers and hard drives, but
you probably don’t need to make
an entire category of products offlimits. Instead, never buy something
sold “as is.” While most refurbished
products are as good as new,
there is always the chance you’ll
get a defective product that wasn’t
repaired correctly. Don’t get stuck
with a lemon. Make sure you have a
warranty and the opportunity to make
a return.
[Source: MoneyTalksNews |
Maryalene LaPonsie | March 26,
2015 ++]
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Day at the Races / April Luncheon / Australia

a Cruise

The El Paso Chapter MOAA
needs you!
You Need MOAA! See Membership!

FREE BASIC

MEMBERSHIP
(in MOAA National) to active
warrant and commissioned officers
dedicated to maintaining a strong
national defense and to preserving
the earned entitlements of
members of the uniformed services,
their families and survivors.
Contact the El Paso MOAA Membership
Director (membership@elpasomoaa.org)
for additional information.

Get yours today at MOAA.ORG; your family will Thank You!
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MEMBERSHIP

Rev. Lenae Rasmussen
Membership Chairman

Dear Friends,
Our 2015 membership drive is drawing to a close
on May 31. Although we are always looking for
new members, during the membership drive
(January 1 to May 31st) we have a special
incentive to encourage all of our members to
help us grow the chapter. For every five (5) new
chapter members that you recruit, you earn a
chance to win an iPad Air 2 64GB tablet. If you
recruit 25 new members, your name will “go in the
hat” 5 times! The drawing will be held at our June
meeting.
But membership in the El Paso Chapter,
MOAA, is much more than a chance to win new
electronics. Everyone who becomes a member
wins because they have joined a community
that shares their vision to promote the principles
that our country was founded upon. When you join the El Paso Chapter of MOAA you help us
promote the values of military professionals and shape legislation that will lead to good public
policy for military members, their families, and their fellow citizens. MOAA strives to deliver
membership value but we all know that its strength begins with strong, active, local chapters
El Paso MOAA Membership
like ours. In the fast paced world in which we live, active duty service members and retirees
especially need a voice in Washington to watch over our pay, benefits, and the future of our great
LTC(R) Joe Gollasch
nation
and it’s
military. Help us by encouraging those who have served before in active duty to
Membership,
Chairman
serve again by joining our El Paso Chapter, MOAA. Please help your fellow El Pasoans keep
our chapter, our national association, and our country strong and effective. Let’s build the future
of MOAA’s
ElisPaso
Chapter
together.
Membership
open to
Active Duty,
Retired, Former Officers, Reserves, National Guard, and Warrant Officers
of the seven uniformed services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Public Health Service and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Spouses, Widows and Widowers may also join.

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is dedicated to preserving the hard15 Border Bulletin
earned benefits of servicemembers. The more members we have, the stronger our voice. Our
mission is urgent and we need the support of all beneficiaries.

 TAPS 
only one in the family of her generation
who actually earned a college degree.

CW3
Henry
Dewitt
Talmadge
Waldrop
CW4 Henry Dewitt Talmadge Waldrop,
95, passed away Wednesday,
March 25, 2015 in El Paso, Texas.
He is survived by his sons Henry
E. Waldrop and wife Janet Gail
Waldrop, Michael D. Waldrop and
wife Dianne Marie; grandchildren
Clara Diane Waldrop Carter, Michele
Rzepiela, Michael Waldrop Jr.; greatgrandchildren; Davis Henry Carter,
Jackson Garrett Carter, Zachary
Rzepiela, Rachael Rzepiela, Devon
Waldrop, Michaela Waldrop; and great
great-grandchildren Brantley Rogal,
and Nicolai Waldrop. And finally, he
is survived by his Sister Kathleen
Brownlee and dear friend Carolyn
Rodela.
Henry was preceded in death by his
parents Benjamin Franklin and Lillie
Mae Waldrop.
Visitation was held on Sunday, March
29, 2015 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
with a Funeral Service that began at
4:00 p.m. at Kaster-Maxon & Futrell
Funeral Home.
A Committal Service was held on
Monday, March 30, 2015 at 10:00
a.m. at Fort Bliss National Cemetery
with Full Military Honors. Funeral
Arrangements were entrusted to the
care of Kaster-Maxon & Futrell Funeral
Home 8817 Dyer Street, El Paso.
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LTC Bernice Bryant
LTC Berniece Bryant was born July
6, 1918 to Georgia Lora Tanner Bryant
and Harvey Earl Bryant, Sr. in Goose
Creek, Texas. She was 4th born of 5
children and raised by single parent,
her mother. She died on February 28,
2015 in Pasadena, Texas.
She graduated from Robert E. Lee
High School in Baytown, Texas in
May 1936 and from Jefferson Davis
Hospital School of Nursing in Houston,
Texas in October 1940. After passing
her Board Exams in December 1940
she worked in a nursing home until
Red Cross recruited nurses to go
to Alaska to take care of soldiers in
February 1941. She went in as a
volunteer, but was soon enlisted into
the Army. After Pearl Harbor was
bombed, she was a part of first group
of medical personnel sent to Hawaii.
She served as Army nurse from
February 1941 to March 1946 during
World War II. After discharged she
earned her B.S. in Psychology at
University of Houston while still
working as a nurse. Berniece is the

In April 1951 she was recalled to
active duty, and she remained until her
retirement in March 1969. She served
during the Korean War and Vietnam
War. After retirement at the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel, she worked
part-time as nurse in skilled nursing
facility where her mother resided,
and voluntarily nursed ailing family
members. She loved to travel and
did so at every opportunity with her
many friends and family. Berniece was
never married and never had children
of her own, but loved her nieces and
nephews. She lived in El Paso until
2005 and maintained her chapter
membership.
She was preceded in death by both
parents; sisters, Gladys Kent and
Alma Cleveland; brother, Harvey Earl
Bryant, Jr.; and four nephews, Thomas
Earl White, Richard White, Glenn
Cleveland, and Donald Bryant.
She is survived by a sister, Minnie
Jernigan; nieces, Gladys Sue Hill,
Mary Ellen Smoke, Shirley Jernigan,
Carol Warren, and Janice Daniel;
nephews, Grady Kent, Melvin
Jernigan, James Bryant and Ronald
Bryant; numerous great- and great,
great nieces and nephews.
She was buried at the Houston
National Cemetery with full military
honors.
In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation to Wounded Warrior Project,
P. O. Box 758517, Topeka, Kansas
66675; or your favorite charity in her
name.EndFragment
Please keep her family in your
prayers,

 TAPS 
Baylee Vasquez (Sergio); great
grandson Roman Vasquez of Austin,
TX; and Ed’s brothers, Thomas Ney
(Ruth) of California and Robert Ney
(Sharon)of Arizona.

MWO Edward C. Ney

Ed joined the U.S. Army in 1953.
He participated in the Korean and
Vietnam conflicts. After 40 years
of service, he retired as a Master
Warrant Officer in 1993.
Mr. Ney graduated of the Master
Warrant Officer Career College;
obtained a B.A. in Business
Administration from UTEP and
participated in MBA studies at Troy
State University.

Edward C. Ney passed away on
March 14, 2015 in El Paso, Texas, at
the age of 83. Born in Massachusetts,
he was the son of Mary and Thomas
Ney. He was preceded in death by
his wife of 42 years, Rosa and is
survived by his son, Timothy Ney
(Annie) of Boston, MA; daughter Linda
Ney-Catalina of Falmouth, MA; stepdaughter Anita Lauderdale (Lee) of
Dripping Springs, TX; grandchildren,
Eric Blythe of Birmingham, AL, and

His military decorations included: The
Legion of Merit; Bronze Star Medal,
“V” Device; Bronze Star Medal (5
OLC); Meritorious Service Medal (2
OLC); Air Medal (13); and the Army
Commendation Medal (2 OLC).

Why Do I Have to Wait?

can’t turn anyone away. And some
urgent eye situations need urgent
attention so those folks go to the front
of the line.

We all hate to wait. And it seems
like doctor’s offices are the worst
offenders.
Revealing some secrets along the
way, let’s first tell you why my patients
sometimes have to wait. First, it’s my
basic drive to stay on time. Getting
behind leads to getting behinder.
When a given patient’s exam is
delayed, I feel I owe them more time.
Why the delay? First I don’t
overbook, but I have to respond
to emergencies. I’m the only eye
‘emergency room’ in the area, so I

Upon retiring, Mr. Ney was appointed
as the Retirement Services Officer
Heidelberg, Germany, and served
on the Heidelberg Retiree Council,
USAREUR Retiree Council and El

Next is discovery of a new problem
in a returning patient. Visit time
on followup visits are carefully
programmed to match the patient’s
condition. A full third of the followup
patients either notice or I notice
something new, and often this new
problem demands a comprehensive
workup and treatment plan. All this is
unexpected.
And last, the “I left my glasses or
my medicines at home” or “I left the

Paso Retiree Council. He was an
active member and held a lifetime
membership in the Military Officers
Association of America (MOAA),
serving two terms as president of
his local chapter. He held lifetime
memberships in the United States
Army Warrant Officer Association,
the Military Order of the World Wars,
Disable American Veterans, the Air
Defense Artillery Association, and the
National Association of the Uniformed
Services where he also served two
terms as president in El Paso.
A celebration of Ed Ney’s life will be
held in El Paso on April 25, 2015 from
1 to 5 PM at the Vista Hill Golf Club,
2210 Trawood Drive, El Paso.
Burial will be at Arlington National
Cemetery, Arlington, VA at on August
11, 2015 at 11:00 AM..
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Disabled American
Veterans or a Wounded Warriors
Charity of your choice.
Please keep his family in your prayers.
paper from my family doctor in the
car.” Or “my glasses are in my purse,
somewhere.....” Or any number of
“oh, by the ways,” or “this will just take
a minute.” Kinda like the grocery
store customer who waits until every
last item is scanned before getting the
checkbook out and writing a check.
I bet your doctor might say something
similar. But we really do try to stay on
time and to alert folks when we’re not.
Sorry about the wait.
					
Dr. Bill Davitt, 757-3937
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THE 1ST ARMORED DIVISION
EL PASO CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP
GOAL
$25,000

The "The 1st Armored Division - El Paso Chapter, MOAA #2" was established
on 7 February 2011. The 1st Armored Division - El Paso Chapter, MOAA
#2 Scholarship is a part of “the MOAA Scholarship Fund; and thus, it is a
nonprofit, charitable organization, incorporated in Virginia and declared
tax-exempt by the Internal Revenue Service under §501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code. Its tax identification number is 54-1659039.” Please draw
your check payable to “MOAA Scholarship Fund,” and mark the memo line
with “1st Armored Division/TX05 - 501(c)(3).”

Charter Donors
Colonel Forrest Smith, USA
Colonel Constance J Moore, USA, Retired
Colonel and Mrs Stephen L. Barrett, USAF, Retired
Lieutenant Colonel William L. Moore, USA, Retired
Major and Mrs. Edwin S Stone, III, USA Retired
CWO and Mrs. Emiliano Gorgas-Cabrera, USA, Retired
Miss Elma Rodriguez

Charter Corporate Donors
Casa Ford and Casa Nissan. El Paso, Texas
Security Services Federal Credit Union, El Paso, Texas

Members and friends of the
El Paso Chapter, MOAA are
encouraged to donate to
this worthy cause for eligible
children of soldiers assigned
to the 1st Armored Division.

Mail your contribution to:
MOAA Scholarship Fund
PO Box 320910
Alexandria, VA 22320–4910
FirstCommand
Command
Financial
Services
First
Financial
Services
ServingElElPaso
Paso
Serving

DREAM
BOLDLY.

6501 Boeing Street, Suite J-2

Plan confidently.®

6415
Hiller
Ste D-4
El Paso,
TXSt79925
El Paso, TX 79925
915.772.0100
915.772.0100
infoelpaso@firstcommand.com
infoelpaso@firstcommand.com

Call us for retirement income planning and education funding
solutions plus investments, insurance and banking services.

©2009 First Command Financial Services, Inc., parent of First Command Financial Planning, Inc. (Member, SIPC, FINRA) and First Command Bank (Member FDIC / Equal Housing Lender). Financial planning services and investment products, including securities, are offered by First
Command Financial Planning, Inc. Insurance products and services are offered by First Command Financial Services, Inc. Banking products and services are offered by First Command Bank. In certain states, as required by law, First Command Financial Services, Inc. does business as a separate
domestic corporation, and does business in California as “First Command Insurance Services.” Securities products are not FDIC insured, have no bank guarantee and may lose value. A financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other financial goals will be met.
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Unlock your
home’s value
with a Home Equity Loan
Interest rates are at record lows while property values
are increasing again. Now is the perfect time to get a
home equity loan from FirstLight Federal Credit Union!

•
•
•
•
•

Remodel or Make Home Improvements
Debt Consolidation - Pay Off Credit Cards
Take a Dream Vacation
Pay for a College Education
Buy Something Fun - Car, Boat or RV

FirstLightFCU.org
El Paso 915-562-1172 • Las Cruces 575-526-4401 •

BANKING ON YOUR FUTURE
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L E G I S L AT I V E

Major Edwin (Ed) S. Stone, III
USA, Retired, 04-2015

Snuffy Smith on Recent Developments
Congress overwhelmingly voted to end the never ending prospects of MEDICARE payment cuts to physicians...a
21% cut effective April 1 was averted. The scorecard: House – 392 For, 27 Against; Senate – 92 to 8. On April 16,
President Obama signed the legislation. While the cut went into effect on April 1, those responsible for carrying
through on the law used bureaucratic lag time not to implement the reduction; and thus, no one suffered. Snuffy takes
the opportunity to point out to those that are unaware of the fact that Tricare for Life (TFL) payments are directly
linked to MEDICARE. Many doctors were dropping patients with MEDICARE and TFL...maybe this trend has been
reversed?
One person recently asked if this legislation with regards to MEDICARE is permanent to which Snuffy replied,
“It is as permanent as it is with Congress and a President.” MOAA’s take: “A permanent deal helps sustain Medicare
and TRICARE for Life benefits.” One must always keep a weather eye on our Capitol, which the Military Officers
Association of America (MOAA) does for us even while we are otherwise engaged. By the way, MOAA members
sent Congress over a million messages during the period 2003 to 2015, the length of time that was used in dealing
with this “mess.” While other organizations advocated on behalf of all MEDICARE recipients, a turn-around in cutting
payments for earned medical care is a good reason to be a MOAA member!
The House Armed Services Personnel Subcommittee (HASC-P) in releasing their mark-up of HR 1735, the
2016 National Defense Authorization Act, did not include the Administration’s proposal for cuts in pay and benefits.
Also, changes to the Commissary system has been delayed until September when a Congressional study will be
released.
With regards to the Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission (MCRMC), the
HASC-P did go along with overhauling the retirement system from the defined benefit plan to a transportable Thrift
Savings Plan to which service members contribute and is matched by the Government matching and contribution...
to begin by October 2017. There will be a 20% reduction in the pay-out to support the transportability of the plan.
Currently serving can opt-in. Retirees remain as-is, no change. MOAA does not go along with the 20% reduction to
provide for the portability although “Mother” does support transportability for those serving less than 20.
With regards to changes in pay and benefits, Snuffy thinks future recruiting and retention will be crippled.
It appears that the Senate Armed Services Committee, chaired by Senator John McCain, R-AZ, will support
the House’s new retirement plan.
Not included from the MCRMC in the House’s mark-up were items concerning: the elimination of Tricare in
favor of a commercial health care system; merging commissary and exchange; and, a more expensive survivors
benefits plan.
Assuming these items survive the entire House mark-up, whether or not they make it through the Senate
and House reconciliation before it goes to the President for signature is another matter. Another reason to join MOAA
and subscribe to Legislative Updates and Take Action requests: http://www.moaa.org/legislative/ Acting on MOAA’s
request is essential to our National Defense.
Snuffy says, “Join the fight to preserve our country and military from harm: http://www.moaa.org/join/ Also,
contact membership@elpasomoaa.org.”
Enlisted or Civilian and want to help? Join http://www.voicesfortroops.org/ and get the same advocacy.
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Spring Training and Beyond

			

By Colonel Robert W. Pitt

For nearly 30 years Julie and I have
been travelling to Phoenix, Arizona
each year for Major League Baseball
Spring Training. In the early years we
stayed at Williams Air Force Base,
southeast of Phoenix. When Williams
closed a decade or two ago, we
switched to Luke Air Force Base in
Glendale, west of Phoenix. Julie and
I enjoy staying in the comfort of Air
Force suites and at about half of what
we would pay at a motel. However,
this year Luke was full, probably due
to official business related to the
recently arrived F-35 fighter aircraft, so
we spent five days in a Maryvale motel
half way between downtown Phoenix
and Luke.

9 tie. Our big game was the Angels
versus the Cubs in the Cubs new
stadium. Unfortunately, the Angels
beat my Cubbies 8 to 4. However,
my favorite player, Anthony Rizzo,
hit two doubles during the game. It’s
great to watch Rizzo, number 44,
play first base because he reminds
me of my youth in Chicago when Phil
Cararetta played first base and wore
number 44. I vividly remember going
to Curigley Field in 1945 when the
Cubs won the pennant and Cararretta
won the National League Batting
Championship with an average of .355
as well as the National League Most
Valuable Player award. Cararretta
usually hit forth, behind Bill Nicholson

AROUND
AND

ABOUT TOURS
!!
N
O

P $25 OFF on
U
CO your 1st overnight stay!!

6716 Mesa Grande
El Paso, TX 79912
(915) 833-2650
SANDY GIBSON
aroundandabouttours@earthlink.net
http://www.aroundandaboutours.com/

Fifteen Major League teams conduct
Spring Training in ten very modern
ballparks in the Phoenix area. Julie
and I usually take in four games in a
different park each day. This year we
saw the Colorado Rockies play the
Chicago White Sox at Camelback
Ranch in Glendale, the Oakland A’s
versus the Milwaukee Brewers at
Maryvale, the Los Angeles Angels
against the Chicago Cubs at the Cubs
new stadium ( second year) in Mesa
and the Texas Rangers versus the A’s
at Hohokam Stadium in Mesa.
In the first game, the Rockies beat
the White Sox 7 to 6. In the second
game, the Brewers were ahead going
into the 9th inning, but the A’s scored
four runs in the 9th resulting in a 9 to

Con’td on page 23

and ahead of my favorite player of
those days, Andy Pafko, with whom I
played catch a couple of years earlier
in Westlake Park (now MacArthur
Park) in Los Angeles when Pafko
was with the Los Angeles Angels,
then a farm team of the Cubs. I still
remember Andy telling me, “Two
hands for beginners.” In our final
game, we saw the Rangers lose to the
A’s in the bottom of the 9th inning. The
Rangers were ahead 6 to 4 into the
bottom of the 9th when the A’s ended
the game with a walk-off home runfinal score 7 to 6.
After our last game, Julie and I
planned to have dinner at our favorite
steak house, Monti’s, in Tempe.
However, when we arrived, we found
Monti’s had been closed for a few
years. So we decided to eat near our
Motel in Maryvale on the other side of

1-800-303-4234
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KEVIN JOHNSON

“AWARD-WINNING VENTRILOQUIST”

Sunday, September 27, 2015 • 2:30pm

All performances are scheduled for the
Abraham Chavez Theatre.
All seats are general admission.
Tickets are interchangeable for this
season’s concerts.
We welcome children age 6 and older.

showtime! el paso
2015-2016 Season Subscription
(please indicate quantity)

Early Bird Season Adult $65 for all 5
shows (by June 30) ($13 a show)
Regular Season Adult $85 for all 5 shows
(after June 30)

Astounding ventriloquist has performed over
9000 shows at LEGOLAND® in California.
Two-time International winner “Best Male
Performer” (IAAPA). Kevin Johnson is hilariously
appreciated by audiences of all-ages for his
clean comedy.

THE YOUNG IRELANDERS
“21ST CENTURY IRISH ENSEMBLE”
Friday, November 13, 2015 • 7:30pm

Family rate includes admission to ALL shows
Regular Family $205 (after June 30)
how many children age 6-18:_____

Parking Pass $35 (all five concerts)
Convention Center underground garage.

Additional Contribution
(please indicate amount)

Benefactor ($500 or more)
Patron ($100-$499)
Friend ($25-$99)
Memorial Fund Please specify:

“Ability in Abundance” – Sunday Independence
Featuring Former Members of Riverdance
and Lord of the Dance
From the producer of “Women of Ireland”
This eight-member Irish music, song
and dance troupe uses authentic Celtic
instruments. Fuses old world traditions with
contemporary flare in an eclectic repertoire of
Irish, World Jazz and Pop.

flying j wranglers

christmas show
Saturday, December 5, 2015 • 7:30 pm

Showtime! El Paso Scholarship Fund

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $__________
Name:

To pay by credit card, go to
www.showtimeelpaso.com

Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:
Referred by:

Showtime! El Paso representative, if any

Send Form and Payment to:

Showtime! El Paso
P.O. Box 3797
El Paso TX 79923

For more information, call
(915) 544-2022
www.ShowtimeElPaso.com
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Two Highly Popular PBS Specials
As seen on Oprah & Good Morning
America
“The World’s Youngest Solo Musician
to Headline His Own Tour” (Guinness
World Record). Engaging, charismatic
super-talented pianist/vocalist presents
an inviting program of classical, jazz
and popular music favorites. Youthful
international sensation creates
unparalleled concert and community
engagement opportunity.

“FRANKIE VALLI EXPERIENCE”
Saturday, March 5, 2016 • 7:30pm

For family memberships, please indicate

Age 6-18 / Full-time student 19-25 with ID

Jay Leno, The Tonight Show

DECEMBER ‘63

for two adults and all children ages 6-18

shows ($7 a show)

“CHILD PRODIGY WITH BAND”
Sunday, January 17, 2016 • 2:30 pm

“This kid is amazing.”

Early Bird Family $165 (by June 30)

Youth/Student $35 admission to ALL

ETHAN BORTNICK

“White Mountain Christmas” show. This is a
fun family show that mixes traditional holiday
songs with original cowboy Christmas tunes.
The Flying J Wranglers are known for their
harmonies, instrumentals and comedic
repertoire. The group is comprised of Cindy
Hobbs who is a champion Yodeler, James
Hobbs is the singer/songwriter and rhythm
guitarist, Randy Jones plays lead and rhythm
guitar, mandolin, banjo and sings baritone,
Roy Black plays bass guitar and also sings,
and finally Corinna Ripple plays fiddle and
lends her voice to the singing.

The music of Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons
comes to life in this re-creation of a Frankie
Valli concert experience. DECEMBER ’63
showcases all your favorite songs from Frankie
Valli including the one of a kind classics that
have been thrilling audiences for decades
and their most popular singles from the
musical The Jersey Boys - “Sherry,” “Big Girls
Don’t Cry,” “Walk Like a Man,” and of course,
“December ’63” (Oh, What a Night)!
This note for note re-creation of a Frankie
Valli and The Four Seasons concert will have
you reaching for the high notes as our cast
and band take you on a musical journey with
stops at every phase of the careers of Frankie
and the boys.

Invest

in your family!
2 Adults & all kids
6 - 18 Starting at
$165.00
for admission
to ALL SHOWS

Con’td from page 21

Spring Training and Beyond

			

By Colonel Robert W. Pitt

downtown Phoenix.
Bad decision! We
failed to take into
account the staggering
effect of Phoenix
traffic during rush hour
and our normal 30
minute drive turned
into a two hour horror
story. By the time we
arrived near our motel.
Julie and I were so
exhausted we decided
to have our big steak
dinner at McDonald’s
and return to our room. All-in-all, however, our Spring Training was once again
very pleasurable.
Following our Spring Training games, Julie and I headed west to visit
our two sons, grandson and great grandson in Cambria, California. We spent
a night at Edwards Air Force Base in the Mojave Desert- one of Julie’s favorite
places to stay on our way to Cambria. The next day we arrived in Cambria.
Cambria is a small resort town with a population of approximately
8,000 people- mostly retirees and service personnel. The town is located about
30 miles south of Hearst castle. It’s a very beautiful village situated on hills
overlooking the ocean with many trees. National chain stores- such as WalMart and McDonald’s – are not permitted; all stores and restaurants are locally
owned. The Big attraction in the area is Hearst Castle. Julie and I have been
touring the Castle off and on for more than 30 years. After all our tours, we can
relate the pertinent information about the Castle better than the tour guides.
This year Julie and I passed on our Hearst Castle tour and spent more
time with our boys, Ron and Mike, our grandson, Buddy, and great-grandson,
Geoffrey. Ron and Mike have lived in Cambria more than 30 years. Buddy grew
up there and Geoffrey, five years old, is following in his father’s footsteps. Buddy
enlisted in the Marines after graduating from high school. Eight months later he
was serving in Iraq as a Humvee machine gunner. After a couple of months, his
Humvee was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade. His best friend was killed and
the rest of the crew wounded. A few months later, his vehicle hit a land mine
and his sergeant was killed and the others wounded. Buddy was subsequently
discharged and returned to the states. Fortunately, he’s fine now and doing very
well in Cambria.
After visiting the boys, Julie and I headed home. We stayed a night
with one of Julie’s cousins in Hemet, California and the following night at Davis
- Monthan Air Force Base in Tucson, Arizona – Another location providing
excellent guest accommodations. We arrived home on Easter Sunday and as
you can imagine needed a few days to recover. Nevertheless, we’ll be ready for
Spring Training next year.
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