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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

It is hard to believe, but
December is upon us once
again. With the end of the year
comes numerous key legislative
issues, and none is more
important than the Defense Bill
delay that arose in November.

Before adjourning for
the November elections, the
Senate failed to act on the
FY2011 Defense Authorization Act (S. 3454). Failure to
finalize the bill jeopardized the 1.9% pay raise proposed
in the House version of the bill. Instead, current-serving
service members would receive the administration-
proposed 1.4% pay raise on 1 January. It would seem
counterintuitive to impose “the smallest pay raise since
the creation of the all-volunteer force”, while the nation
continues to deploy soldiers to Irag and Afghanistan, but
it appears very possible.

It should also be noted that most accession,
retention, enlistment, and reenlistment bonuses will also
expire on December 31. If the defense bill is not passed
then the services lose the authority to pay for those
bonuses, effective 1 January.

The full impact upon Reservists remains to be
seen, however it appears that transportation and travel
allowances would also be impacted as of 31 December for
servicemembersperforminginactivedutytrainingoutside
their normal commuting distance from their homes.

The new defense bill also includes a variety of
new authorities including, “school funding for military
children, extension of children’s TRICARE coverage until
age 26, increases to Family Separation Allowance and
Hostile Fire Pay, and upgraded protections for wounded
warrior caregivers, to name just a few.”

These are exactly the kinds of issues that MOAA
exists to address. Your El Paso Chapter will continue to
provide updates on this and other similar issues affecting
its active duty and retired members.

During the past year your El Paso Chapter of
MOAA earned another Five Star rating in 2010 and
continues to seek opportunities to support Active Duty
events. This past November we continued our support
to the UTEP ROTC program by supporting the team’s
participation in the Army Ten Miler in Washington DC. In
October we collaborated with AUSA and supported the Ft
Bliss Commander’s Senior Leader Update and Social Call.
The Chapter successfully hosted the Retiree Appreciation
Dinner in September as well as hosting the guest speaker

for the Retiree Appreciation weekend conference. The
Chapter also automated accounting procedures for the
budget, ensuring transparency and more accurate and
timely accounting of MOAA finances. The Chapter made
huge strides in automating online registration for social
events, and we’re continuing to set the conditions for
online membership registration. Bill Moore has taken
the MOAA website to an entirely new level earning
National recognition for his web design efforts. Ed Stone
and Bill McKinney also received National recognition for
their efforts in supporting MOAA members.

This past year four local students received MOAA
Scholarshipsfromthe National board. Angel Larareceived
the COL Joseph Rodriguez Medal Of Honor Scholarship.
Reena Barnett, Cm Vigil April, Crystal Burton and Angel
Lara, each received the MOAA Education Assistance
Scholarship. We need your help in getting the word out
that the registration period for MOAA scholarships is
from 1 November to 1 March. We also need to continue
to highlight new Scholarship opportunities such as the
Texas Armed Services Scholarship Program. This program
is designed to encourage students to participate in
the Reserve Officer’s Training (ROTC) Program at Texas
higher education institutions. For students willing to
commit to follow-on Texas Army National Guard, or the
Texas Air Force National Guard, or a commission in any
branch of the armed services, this represents a great
opportunity. The scholarship is in the amount of $10,000
and depending upon available future funding, students
may be eligible to receive four years of scholarship
awards. The Governor can appoint two awards, and
each State Senator and each State Representative may
appoint one student to receive the scholarship. For
more information go to, http://www.collegefortexans.
com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=581.

| want to remind members of the 4 December
MOAA luncheon. We are returning to the Centennial
for this event. | want to encourage you to submit your
reservation online at the El Paso Chapter website.
Additionally, do not forget that on 11 December Army
beats Navy. We'll be celebrating at the Centennial. Enjoy
a safe holiday season.

Forrest E. Smith
Colonel, USA
President 2010
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MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
PROGRAM

Saturday, December 4th, 2010
Centennial Club

1100 - 1200
1200 - 1215

1215 - 1300
1300 - 1335
1335 - 1355

1355 - 1400
1400

SOCIAL HOUR
OPENING
CEREMONY
VOTE FOR AND
INSTALL 2011 BOD
MEAL SERVICE
PROGRAM
DOOR PRIZE
DRAWING
CLOSING
ADJOURNMENT

December

Luncheon Menu

+Coconut Caribbean Chicken

+Sauteed Broccoli Almondine

*Tossed Green Salad w/dressing
*Roll and Butter
+Coftee and Iced Tea

Colonel Joseph A. Simonelli, Jr
Biography

Colonel Joseph A. Simonelli, Jr. hails from
Verona, NJ where he graduated from
Verona High School. He was appointed to
the United States Military Academy (USMA)
at West Point and was commissioned in
the Air Defense Artillery with the USMA
Class of 1987.

COLSimonelliheld avariety of operational
assignments from small unit to Service &
Joint staffs during his twenty two years of
service. These assignmentsinclude Platoon
Leader, Executive Officer and Assistant S-3,
1st BN, 1st ADA (HAWK), Spangdahlem,
Germany; Assistant S-3, Bravo Battery
Commander, and Headquarters and
Headquarters Battery Commander,
3rd BN, 43rd ADA (PATRIOT) where he
deployed twice to Southwest Asia, once
as an Assistant S-3 and once as a Battery
Commander; Personnel Distribution
Officer, US Total Army Personnel Command
(PERSCOM), Alexandria, VA; Battalion S-3
and XO for 6th BN, 52th ADA (PATRIOT),
Ansbach, Germany where he deployed
to Incirlik, Turkey as the PATRIOT Task
Force Commander; Brigade S3, 69th ADA
Brigade, Germany; THAAD Synchronization
Staff Officer and Executive Officer, Air and
Missile Defense & Space Division, Deputy
Chief of Staff, Army G8; Air Defense
Colonel’s Assignment Officer, Human

Please submit your Luncheon

Reservations no later than
Friday, 26 November

Secretary: MOAA
PO Box 6144
El Paso, TX 79906-0144

Resources Command, Alexandria, VA;
Battalion Commander 5th BN, 52nd ADA
(PATRIQT), Fort Bliss, Texas; The Joint Staff,
Pentagon first as a Missile Defense Planner
in the J5 culminating as Executive Assistant
to the Vice Director of the Joint Staff. His
most recent assignment was the Director
of Operations, J3, for the Multi-National
Security Transition Command in Iraq. COL
Simonelli assumed command of Fort Bliss
Garrison on March 25, 2010.

COL Simonelli holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in Computer Science from West
Point, a Master of Arts degree in Human
Resources from Webster University, and
a Master of Science Degree in National
Security Strategies from the National
Defense University, National War College.
His awards include the Defense Superior
Service Medal, Bronze Star Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal (5 Oak Leaf
Clusters), Army Commendation Medal
(6 Oak Leaf Clusters), Army Achievement
Medal (3 Oak Leaf Clusters), National
Defense Service Medal with bronze star,
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
Southwest Asia Service Medal, Iraq
Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Overseas Service Ribbon
(with 2 numerals), and the Kuwaiti
Liberation Medal.

All lunch reservations
with payment to our
postal mail box

$ 1 1 Per Person

REMITTANCE
ENVELOPE ENCLOSED

i

] I
CDR Katherine O’Neill Tracy receives a Certificate of Appreciation from COL Forrest Smith
at the RAD Reception, 24 September 2010
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INSURANCE | BANKING | INVESTMENTS | RETIREMENT | ADVICE

I you've honorably served,

YOU COULD SAVE WITH USAA.

* Founded by military personnel to meet the DOES YOUR INSURER BEAT USAA?
insurance needs of the military community. $668

* We share our success with our members - State Farm $810
never shareholders. Last year alone we cEIco $910
returned $748 million to our members?2

Nationwide $918

* Save even more when you have auto Aletate $940

insurance and homeowners insurance with
USAA, in most states?

Compare these average auto premiums (six-month policy)'

Switch to USAA Insurance today.

800-634-8722 | usaa.com/join

'Average auto premiums/savings based on countrywide survey of new customers from 10/1/08 to 9/30/09, who reported their prior insurers’ premiums when they
switched to USAA. Savings do not apply in MA. 2Includes amounts returned as auto policyholder dividends as well as Subscriber's Account distributions, senior bonus and
terminations. Past dividends or distributions are not a guarantee or promise of future dividends or distributions. *Multiple Products savings not available in CA, HI, MA, NC, NY and PA.
Property and Casualty insurance products are available to military members and their former dependants who meet certain membership eligibility criteria. To find out if you are
eligible, contact USAA. Underwriting restrictions apply. Automobile insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General
Indemnity Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, USAA County Mutual Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX, and is available only to persons eligible for P&C
group membership. © 2010 USAA.108609-0510
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2010 EL PASO CHAPTER, MOAA
EVENTS SCHEDULE

November 24, 2010
November 25, 2010
November 27, 2010
December 4, 2010

December 11, 2010
December 18, 2010
December 31, 2010

Retirement Ceremony

Sun Bowl Parade

November Board Meeting

December Member Meeting and Luncheon
Army-Navy Football Game

December Board Meeting

76th Sun Bowl Game

Thank you for serving... Now, let us serve you!

This is the Retirement You Wanted!

Come to The MonteVista and see how exciting
every, single day can be. Live surrounded by your
peers, people who understand why you stop and salute
when the flag goes by. Enjoy wonderful food served
restaurant style — and the fun of laughter at the
dinner table. At The MonteVista, you’ll find:

* Superior service
Spacious, sunny apartments
Exceptional gourmet dining
Wonderful planned activities
Housekeeping and linen service, plus
Scheduled transportation

On-site skilled nursing and rehabilitation!
butodistn
af
Cotonado

AF I\FESTAR*

QUALITY CARE COMMUNITY

1575 Belvidere, El Paso, Texas ¢ (915) 833-2229

EL PASO CHAPTER AWARDS
Category 1 Outstanding Chapter (Runner-up)
CY 2000 and 2001.
Five - Star Chapter CY 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008 & 2009
Category 1 “Print Newsletter” WINNER in 2004; Runner-up
2008 & 2009; 2008 & 2009 Best Legislative Coverage
(printed newsletter)

2006 Communications Award Category 1,
“Electronic Newsletters”, 2nd Runners-Up (tie)
2007 Special Communications Award
Web Site First Runner Up 2009

TIMBERLAKE

Membership Software Made Simple

\

1-800-303-4234

The Border Bulletin
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Editor
LTC William L. Moore, 842-9650
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
MG John Oblinger, USA 751-4699
MG William H. Riley, Jr. 584-8798
Advertising Manager
LTC William L. Moore
publications@elpasomoaa.org
Printer: Northeast Printing,755-6089
December 2010
Vol 54 No 6
The Border Bulletin is the Official
publication of the El Paso Chapter of The
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 6144, Fort Bliss, TX 79906-0144.
This bulletin is published Bi-monthly.
Subscription is included in the annual
dues of $20.00.

Chapter Staff Emeritus

Mrs. Rosalinda Ancheta 755-8167
COL Margaret H. Baskfield 584-6826
Mrs. Penelope Cochran 778-5723
Mrs. Hedy Forcier 751-2638
LTC Rafael G. Garcia 593-1469
CWO Emiliano Gorgas 594-0444
Major E. Dexter Lyerly 585-9619
Mrs. Blanche J “Maggie” Maguire 584-7682
CW4 Manuel Martinez 751-3791
LTC James L. McLaughlin 566-4976
MWO Edward C. Ney 592-6518
CW4 William M. Ryerson 772-6759
LTC Daniel J. Schulte 755-3387
Mrs. Kathleen Schulte 755-3387
MAJ Edwin S. Stone, llI 598-6058
Captain Jeanne B. Thompson 598-0891
COL Martin C. Wehmhoner 585-9106

Input for
February 2011 BULLETIN

by 3 January 2011

& TAPS -

Mary Ann Stewart born December 21,
1931 in Glendale, West Virginia to French
and Mary Elizabeth Steele. She died on
September 11. 2010. She is survived
and will be missed greatly by those that
remain here, daughters, Cheri (Gene)
Love, Lori (Victor) Sustaita, Paula (Glenn)
Cook, grandchildren Alana (Brent)
Lambert, James Love, Brian Love, Trevor
Love, Palmer (fiancé Mary Greer) Love,
Lance (Amy) Sustaita, Logan Sustaita, Jeff
(Karla) Wheeler, great-grandchildren,
twins Noah and Sydney Lambert. She
was buried with her husband at the Fort
Bliss Cemetery on September 14, 2010.
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Cancer Support Groups
By Colonel Lennie Enzel, USA, Retired

We know that the diagnosis of cancer will change your life
forever. It touches ever aspect of living -- your relationship with
family, children, friends, coworkers and healthcare workers.
It influences how you work, go to school, do housework, and
how you play. Fear of losing relationships, work, abilities and
security lurk in the recesses of the mind. And even if you are
years post diagnosis, there is always the all powerful and scary
“What if it comes back?”

People diagnosed with cancer and their families face many
challenges that may leave them feeling overwhelmed, afraid,
and alone. It can be difficult to cope with these challenges
or to talk to even the most supportive family members and
friends. Cancer patients may find they need help coping with
the emotional as well as the practical aspects of their disease.
Often, support groups can help people affected by cancer
feel less alone and can improve their ability to deal with the
uncertainties and challenges that cancer brings. Support groups
give people who are affected by similar diseases an opportunity
to meet and discuss ways to cope with the illness.

There’s no escaping the fact that being diagnosed with cancer
is one of the hardest experiences that anyone will have to face
in life. There are a lot of ways to find support and hope to get
through this difficult time, and many people find that joining a
support group is a big help.

Support groups let you know you are not alone. They offer
both practical and emotional support, and can be helpful at
all stages of cancer. Being part of a support group provides
opportunities to share information, experiences and feelings
with people who understand what you are going through.
Support group members include people with cancer, their
families and friends.

People who have been diagnosed with cancer sometimes find
they need assistance coping with the emotional as well as the
practical aspects of their disease. For us healthcare workers,
attention to the emotional burden of cancer is definitely part
of the treatment plan. Cancer support groups are designed to
provide a confidential atmosphere where cancer patients or
cancer survivors can discuss the challenges that accompany
the illness with others who may have experienced the same
challenges. It’s a time for you to gather to discuss the emotional
needs created by cancer, to exchange information about their
disease—including practical problems such as managing side
effects or returning to work after treatment—and to share their
feelings. Many groups have an educational element where
they talk about specific diseases, specific treatments, available
resources, etc. Support groups have helped thousands of people
cope with cancer and other situations.

Going to a support group for the first time can be a little
daunting - it’s not unusual for people to feel unsure at first.
You may find that the first group you try isn’t really for you —
don’t give up - try another group. It’s important to have good
group facilitators that can handle the emotions that may reveal
themselves in a cancer support group. This is an emotionally

charged time and people enter into it in various stages of
underlying mental health. Many people are extremely angry.
Many are severely depressed.

Most support groups meet face to face, however telephone
and online support groups are gaining in popularity. This is a
good option for people who live in remote areas, are isolated by
their cancer, or prefer not to meet face to face.

Apart from various improvements in confidence, well-being,
stress, and interpersonal comfort, cancer support groups are being
studied for their direct effects on improving health of people
who attend them. Some small-scale studies have compared
members of a breast cancer support group at Stanford against
a control group and found significant benefits associated with
group membership. These studies are currently being repeated
on a larger scale. Some theories about these benefits ascribe
heath improvements to reduced stress from talking about
emotional issues as well as learning about treatment options
through interaction with others with common issues.

Support groups can help people feel less isolated and distressed,
and improve the quality of their lives.

Research shows that the following things influence adjustment
after breast cancer:

- having a good support system

- having financial resources

- having roles to fill — a job, cooking for your family, etc.

- having a good relationship with your treatment team

- having realistic expectations and satisfaction with the
treatment

Support groups can be uplifting, informative and social. Many
people find that hearing about how other people are coping
with cancer, helps them to deal with their own situation much
more easily. A support group is a place where people to come
together to share coping strategies, discuss feelings and make
new friends. It is a place to come where you can express your:

- Need to be heard “Tell my story”

- Need for validation “I didn’t do anything to deserve this”

- Need for reassurance “I’m doing everything I can”

- Need for problem solving “How do you usually handle...?*

“I can’t find a bra that doesn’t hurt!”

- Need for control “I need to understand exactly what is
happening from a patient’s point of view”

Support groups offer a safe and caring environment
strengthened by the kind of understanding that can only come
from those who are sharing the same sort of experience.

Through actively participating in a support group, you can
find out about:

- Coping with cancer diagnosis and treatment

- Living with cancer and the changes to your everyday life

- Practical tips to help you along the way

- Dealing with your emotions, and the emotions of your
family

- Enjoying life after cancer

Cont’d on page 11



The months of
December and
January mark the
winter solstice and
the new year, and
: include a familiar
holiday season. The
l Christian ~ Advent
Season actually
begins with  the
first Sunday of Advent on November 28" and
continues through the four Sundays of Advent
until Christmas Sunday. Advent is a time when
we remember the expectation and waiting for
the birth of the Messiah many years ago, and
candles are lit, and prayers and songs refer to
this hope.
At sundown on December 1, the
Jewish observance of Hanukkah or Chanukah
begins, and lasts for 8 days. This commemorates
the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem at
the time of Maccabean revolt in 2nd century
BC, during the time between the Hebrew Bible
(Christian Old Testament) and the Christian New
Testament. It took a week to purify oil for Temple

THE BORDER BULLETIN
Chaplain Corner

Chaplain Tom Phelan

use, and there was only enough for one day.
The one-day supply lasted eight days, though,
so the Temple lamps never went out. Therefore
it is also known as the Festival of Lights. Jewish
people practice many of the activities that have
become associated with Christmas (gift giving,
etc) at Hanukkah.

December 7 is the date of National
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, which
commemorates the attack on Pearl Harbor, in
Hawaii, which brought the United States into
World War Il. Many American service men
and women lost their lives or were injured on
this date in 1941. December 8 is observed as
Bodhi Day by Buddhists, the date in 596 BC
when it is celebrated that their leader attained
enlightenment. Although notaholiday, December
11 will be a very special occasion this year, when
the Army Navy game will be played. December
16 is an Islamic holiday of some concern for
Muslims. Tradition states that Muhammad, the
founder of Islam fasted on this day and asked
other people to fast. But it is commemorated
by Shia Muslims (one of the two world divisions
of Muslims) as a day of mourning in that the

grandson of the Muhammad, Husayn ibn Ali was
killed on that date in 680 AD by military forces
of the Sunni Muslims (the other major division of
Islam). Muslim officials exercise care to avoid
violence on this day.

December 21 is the date of the
winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere. On
that day, due to the earth’s tilt on its axis, the
daytime hours are at a minimum in the Northern
hemisphere, and night time is at a maximum
(in the Southern Hemisphere, the winter and
summer solstices are reversed). People of
numerous religious faiths throughout the world
observe many seasonal days of celebration and
religious holy days linked to the winter solstice.
Perhaps the oldest observance is called Yule,
and many of its practices such as the Yule log
and mistletoe have been included in Christian
Christmas holiday observances. For people of
nearly any religious background, the time of the
winter solstice is a time to gather with family and
loved ones.

December 25 is Christmas Day, a
holiday observed to commemorate the birth

of Jesus, the central figure of Christianity. The
Cont'd on page 13

Our family, proudly taking care of your family’s transportation needs;
striving to exceed expectations EVERY DAY!
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WBUICK GMC

Proud Supporter of our Armed Forces, we are ALWAYS WITH YOU!
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Fort Bliss Soldiers focus on sniper training
Sgt. Mark Miranda, 4th Bde. 1st Armored Div.

4th Brigade, 1st Armored Division hosted the
U.S. Army Sniper School Mobile Training Team at Fort
Bliss, with the final phases culminating in a graduation
ceremony Friday (Oct. 15).

With the bulk of instruction held at Dona Ana

range, the school utilizes cadre from Fort Benning, Ga.,
and trains soldiers in marksmanship, sniper equipment
and tactics, collection of battlefield intelligence, stalking
and other sniper-related skills.
The primary mission of the sniper is to deliver long
range, precision fire. Their secondary mission is the
collecting and reporting of battlefield information.
Soldiers are taught how to blend in with the surrounding
environment by wearing a ghillie suit.

“Some of the other pre-requisites for the course
include a 110 GT score, good performance record and
of course qualifying expert to get the recommendation
from unit commanders,” said Spc. Andrew Latham of
4th Bn., 6th Infantry Regt.

instruction before conducting the stalking lane exercise.

Other requirements include vision of, or
correctable to 20/20, excellent physical condition (with
a score of 70 or more in each Army Physical Fitness
event), minimum one year retainability, and students
must pass psychological evaluation conducted under
the direction of a qualified psychologist. Aside from
Soldiers with a special forces enlistment option, only
infantrymen and cavalry scouts can attend the U.S.
Army sniper school.

Near the end of the four-week instruction they
must go through a course where they come within 300
meters of spotters in a small tower and take a shot at
a target without being noticed. Students are trained on
the M24 Sniper Weapon System, M107 rifle, and the
M110 Semi-Automatic Sniper System.

“The ‘stalking lanes’ are an accumulation of all

Sgt. Clifton Whaley, an infantryman from
Williamsport, Pa. assigned to 1t Bn. 77" Armor
Regt. finds a “loop hole” in concealment through
which he can fire while conducting the stalking

lane.

events — target detection, range estimation, shooting
and utilizing cover and concealment,” said Sgt. Clifton
Whaley an infantryman from Williamsport, Pa. assigned
to 1st Bn., 77th Armor Regt.

“You have a couple more attempts at the stalking
lanes if you're not a first-time ‘Go.’ If the spotters see
you, they can decide on the spot that you’re done;
but if you’re using the vegetation in your suit and
surrounding areas, keeping to shadows, making slow
deliberate movements — everything that’s been taught,
the instructors may leave you alone,” said Spc. Jess
Schultz, an infantryman from Spring Lake Park, Minn.
Assigned to 1st Bn. 77th
Infantry Regt.

Students are also
taught a variety of different
firing techniques utilizing
different positions, stances
and means of support
to allow themselves
to use their cover and
concealment to maximum
effectiveness.

There are four
record qualifications, with
the first including targets
at 300-800 meters. A
second one utilizes moving
targets, and another with
moving targets at night.
Qualification includes a
record fire with the M107
.50 caliber rifle.

) s
Spc. Jess Schultz, an
infantryman in 4" Brigade, 1¢
Armored Division, from Spring
Lake Park, Minn. takes up a
position in the “stalking lane” at
Dona Ana Range.
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Let us find the right auto loan for you!

® New Auto Loan options for ® Incentives for making
members with little or no credit your payments on time

® Better rates and terms than ® On-site Financial Advisors

other military programs
® Free car buying/

® Flexible down payments credit classes available

Stop by any of our branches, or call us today for more information

IGHT

IT UNION

741 Marshall Rd. 500 N. Piedras 20727 Constitution Dr.
Fort Bliss, 79906 Fort Bliss, 79920 Fort Bliss, 79918

www:militany:fi rstlightfeu.org.
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Personal Affairs

Jose Luis Hernandez
Personal Affairs Chairman

Somewhere
along the stream of
consciousness in
taking care of one’s
personal affairs, letting
your legislators know
how you feel about military personnel issues
effecting you is a personal responsibility — no one
else can speak for you but you. One might say this
short note on personal affairs crosses over into
legislative affairs and membership...and, it does.
Nonetheless, you’'ve got to let them know where
you as a constituent stands on matters important
to your well being.

One does not need to be a MOAA member
to be heard by using the TAKE ACTION tab at
http.moaa.org. Enlisted, Officer, Veteran, Surviving
Spouse irrespective of service or component,
Guard, Active, Reserve...sign in as a friend of
MOAA, use your Home of Record or the place of
domicile for voting when expressing your views
through capwiz.

When Congress reconvenes after the
November Recess, it should take up the 2011
National Defense Authorization Act. If it fails to act,
it will impact many issues important to all.

One can more quickly cut to the chase by
going to the chapter website, elpasomoaa.org,
and accessing a Capwiz note posted under the
Team Bliss Logo, Act Now! -- Defense Bill Delay
Joepardizes Pay, and sending the suggested
MOAA national email message if you agree. There
is a list of the 2011 MOAA NDAA Issues at the
link below Act Now! Go to MOAA 2011 Defense
Authorization Act Key Issues to review them.

Besides pay, there are added issues at the
bottom of the page with fact sheets...they are: 1.
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL)
is expected to introduce an amendment to the FY
2011 Defense Authorization Bill that would repeal
the deduction of VA survivor benefits from military
survivors’ SBP annuities...Fact Sheet 2. Concurrent

A x

ACTIVE DUTY, This one is for you -and, everyone else, too!
Guest Contributor: Major Edwin S. Stone, Ill, USA, Retired, MOAA 2010
— 2011 Texas Council of Chapters President, http://www.exas-moaa.org

Receipt Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) s
expected to introduce an amendment to the FY2011
Defense bill that would phase out the VA disability
offset to military retired pay for severely disabled
medical (Chapter 61) retirees...Fact Sheet 3. Guard/
Reserve Retirement Senator John Kerry (D-MA)
is expected to introduce an amendment to the
FY2011 Defense bill that would provide retroactive
reserve retirement age credit for all active service
since Sept. 11, 2001 (vs current law, which credits
only service since Jan. 28, 2008)...Fact Sheet

We need to help each other so please don’t
pass up the chance to make yourself heard. And,
pass this message on to anyone that will help us
help ourselves.

H. V. WHITEHILL, D.D.S, M.S.
PRACTICE LIMITED TO ENDODONTICS

CHASE BANK-EAST
1533 N. LEE TREVINO, SUITE 210

EL PASO, TEXAS 79936 (915) 594-9097

JIM SWANSON
Builders

ﬁ
Cabinet Shop and General Construction

Specializes in Fabrication and Installation of
Handicapped Devices in your Home

LICENSED & BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION

10350-C Grouse Road
El Paso, Texas 79924

KANE KERBY

Owner

(915) 821-3754
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Membership

Patrick Hogeboom - Membership Chair

How do you communicate?
It probably depends on the
situation. Mostuse communication
methods such as face-to-face
engagements, telephone calls,
letters, e-mail, text messaging and
other internet programs. MOAA
uses multiple methods to share
pertinent member information
regarding programs and events.
The Border Bulletin is one method
the El Paso MOAA Chapter uses
to provide relevant member information. The Border Bulletin
is printed and mailed (both by hard copy and electronic
format) bimonthly to the El Paso MOAA Chapter members.
Additional copies of the Border Bulletin are delivered to
each major command on Fort Bliss and additional copies are
provided to the Centennial Club. Future Border Bulletin’s

will feature a Fort Bliss unit and a junior leader. To nominate
a unit or junior leader please contact one of the members of
the MOAA Board of Directors. If you would like to assist
in distributing the Border Bulletins, have ideas on ways
to improve communication or are not receiving the border
bulletin in the format you prefer please give me or LTC (R))
Bill Moore a call.

Please continue to share with prospective members’
information found in the Border Bulletin and the Military
Officer (The Official Magazine of MOAA). Better yet after
you read the bulletin or the magazine pass along your copy
to someone who would like to become a member. [ am
thrilled to see copies of the Border Bulletin on coffee tables
in our BCT HQs but without your assistance those who
have a voice in the organization’s future will not participate.
Thank you as collectively we will continue to communicate
MOAA’s message with One Powerful Voice.

ABOY
o >
v 4 ‘o

q g " . ..
z $25 OFF on
]

#:L

. @‘ AROUND AnD ABOUT TOURS
O 6716 Mesa Grande ¢ El Paso, TX 79912/ (915) 833-2650

your Ist overnight stay!! http://www.aroundandaboutours.com/

SANDY GIBSON
aroundandabouttours@earthlink.net

Cont'd from page 6

There are general support groups like the one at WBAMC
and some support groups that are for specific diseases such as
prostate or breast cancer and some are geared towards specific
groups such as teens or children.

Family and friends are affected when cancer touches someone
they love, and they may need help in dealing with stresses
such as family disruptions, financial worries, and changing
roles within relationships. To help meet these needs, some
support groups are designed just for family members of people
diagnosed with cancer; other groups encourage families and
friends to participate along with the cancer patient or cancer
survivor. The newspaper has a list of where to find various
support groups.

A support group is a formal support network that can influence
how its members cope with the disease and treatment, interact
with others, and perform their daily tasks through sharing and
role modeling.

It is important that your support group be a warm, non-
judgmental atmosphere where members can talk about life’s
challenges without embarrassment as well as give support and
encouragement to each other.

Like any group, very member has a role. What is your role?
The role of a support group member is:

- To hear what is being said.

- To validate another’s feelings by offering understanding or
their own experience.

- To acknowledge and accept what other support group
members have to offer.

- To seek knowledge of the disease knowing that it gives
power

- To be active in the fight against the disease

People with cancer have been through a tremendous life-
altering experience. It is helpful if they will reach out to the
others on this path and invite them in. Show them how to cope.
How to fight. How to survive. Welcome them into your midst.
Provide support, listen, validate, reassure, help them problem-
solve. You are the role models - you are the survivors!

The people who do the best in the fight against this disease
are:

- those who educate themselves about the disease - the fight.
You are Soldiers - you may not wear a uniform, but make no
mistake — you are in a war against cancer.

- those who reach out to others, help others, educate others

- those who utilize their support systems-

Support and education. Giving and getting. That’s a
Support Group. That’s You!
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Legislative

John B. McKinney - Legislative Chairman

In my last column | started by
writing that Congress was on its
August vacation and would resume
work when it returned in September.
That work period lasted about a week
and a half before a vote was taken
to take another vacation in October
(until as late as mid-November)
for political reasons. The amendments to take this
absence passed in the House by a single vote and
a larger margin in the Senate. | also wrote that upon
return after the August recess work would be taken on
the 2011 National Defense Authorization Act. | was
wrong. There was no action on it nor any of the federal
appropriations bills needed to provide Fiscal Year
2011 funds. Congress, instead, passed a Continuing
Resolution to keep the federal government operating
at Fiscal Year 2010 funding levels until December 1.
Members of Congress get paid an annual salary of
over $170,000.00 to do the work expected of them
yet can decide when and how often they actually do
the work they are elected to do. Not many salaried
individuals have this same luxury. Add this to the fact
that some not reelected in November will not return
to Washington, D.C. for what is called a “lame duck”
session.

The NDAA was not the only significant piece of
legislation impacting on Americans for which no action
has been taken, but deferred until a later time. The
Medicare “doctor fix” expires on November 30; this
extended the reimbursement rate cut of 21 percent
that was to take place on January 1, 2010 and added
an increase of 2.5 percent to existing rates. Unless
action is taken to further extend the rate cut beyond
November 30, a 23.5 percent cut will occur. Add to this
an additional 6.1 percent cut programmed for January
1, 2011. Fighting for Medicare changes means fighting
for Tricare also.

The SBP-DIC offset issue, a priority concern for
MOAA, may be added to the NDAA as an amendment.
| have addressed this is the past and the explanation
that Congress argues that since the increased amount
is considered a mandatory expenditure, funds must be
taken from someplace else to pay for it. Congress
did, however, recently pass legislation to provide
funding for free monitoring and health care for people
with medical conditions related to the 9/11 attacks; this
is also mandatory funding and the funds, equivalent
to the SBP-DIC offset figure, were taken from other
sources. The House bill for doing away with the SBP-

DIC offset had 347 co-sponsors and was not brought
to a vote while the 9/11 bill had only 268. You decide
where congressional priorities are

Another issue not addressed before Congress
vacated Washington is that of the expiration of the Bush
tax cuts due to expire on January 1, 2011. Contentious
as the argument is whether to let the cuts go into effect,
let only the cuts on the “rich” go into effect, or extend
the period for the cuts for everyone for possibly 2 more
years, it seems it is easier to not be committal before
an election than accept the responsibility that there is
a serious job to do, whatever the outcome.

The November elections will determine the
composition of the 112" Congress which convenes in
January, 2011. Legislation introduced but not voted on
in the House and Senate during the 111" Congress
will disappear. Many issues will resurface as new bills
and some may not appear at all, depending on the will
of our elected officials. Consider that with each new
Congress the members who are veterans declines
and new members come into session with their own
agendas, not necessarily those of the active military
or veterans. The battles for our priorities will continue.
Couplethesewithsimilarissues surfacedand supported
by other military and veterans service organizations
which warrant equal time with Members of Congress
and the stark realization that these same members are
more concerned with their own constituents and not
others, itis all the more important that our congressional
district representatives and state senators hear from
us. As | have noted before, telephone calls and
e-mails receive faster attention
than letters, which can take 2-3
months to be received.

As a reminder to our
Texas members, the state
legislature convenes In January
for its biennial session. [Ill try
and cover issues of concern to
us in that body also. There will
be some.

HOME REMODELING & REPAIRS
INTERIOR - EXTERIOR PAINTING ¢+ TEXTURES
RENOVATIONS ¢ SPECIALIZED IN WATER DAMAGE REPAIRS
SHOWER & TUBS - CERAMIC TILE ¢+ FREE ESTIMATES

JOHN GALLEGOS

(915) 256-4757
LICENSED

(915) 751-9595

4947 KNOX BONDED
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NEED AN INTEREST
FREE COLLEGE LOAN?

IT'S EASY TO APPLY

Students (under age 24), who are children of

former, active or retired officers or active or

retired enlisted personnel from the seven

uniformed services are eligible to apply.

Students are selected on the basis of their

scholastic ability, activities and financial need.

Contact us at edassist@moaa.org

or 800.234.6622

% The Scholarship Fund

“Touching the Future”
www.moaa.org/feducation

Professional Home Inspector
TREC. License No. 8534

DVANTAGE
Home Inspection

)

CERTIFIED

4933 Grapeland Dr.
El Paso, TX 79924

Don Powell
474-4241

Cont'd from page 7

actual day he was born is not known, and December 25 was chosen as
the date to honor his birth. Christmas Day begins the Christmas holiday
season, also known as Christmastide, lasting twelve days. The Christmas
season is both a sacred religious holiday and a worldwide cultural and
commercial phenomenon. For two thousand years, people around the
world have been observing it with traditions and practices that are both
religious and secular in nature. Christians celebrate Christmas Day as the
anniversary of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah and Son of God.
Popular customs include exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees,
attending church, sharing meals with family and friends and, of course,
waiting for the mythical figure Santa Claus to arrive. Christmas day on

December 25 has been a federal holiday in the United States since 1870.
December 26 this year is Christmas Sunday, the primary date of religious
observance in the Christmas season.

December 26 is also the date that Kwanzaa begins. Unlike
many holidays, Kwanzaa is recent in origin, invented in the United States
by Ron Karenga and first observed from December 26, 1966 to January
1, 1967. It is a weeklong celebration held in the United States honoring
African heritage and culture, marked by activities such as the participants
lighting candles, which culminate in a feast and gift giving.

The evening of December 31 is New Year’s Eve, the last day of
the calendar year, observed around the globe. Celebrations on this night
typically include going to parties or gathering in public places. One of the
most famous gatherings occurs at Times Square in New York City.

New Year’s Day on January 1 will officially begin the year 2011.
New Year’s Day is a time of high hopes for the new year, and celebrated
as an occasion when many people embark on “New Year resolutions”
of self-improvement.

The evening of January 5 is sometimes called “Twelfth Night,” a
festival observed by many Christians that concludes the “Twelve Days of
Christmas” leading up to Epiphany on January 6. William Shakespeare
provides a historic observance of the jovial festivities of “Twelfth Night:
in his comedy by that same name. Epiphany commemorates the first
manifestation of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles (peoples other than the
Jewish nation) in the persons of the Magi, also known as the three wise
men. It officially concludes the Christian season.

January 15 and 17 are the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King,
and the federal holiday named in his honor, celebrating his life and
achievements as an influential Christian minister and American civil rights
leader. He is famous for his campaigns to end racial segregation and
ensure racial equality in the United States.

Perhaps the single most significant part of the winter holidays is
love for others expressed through giving. This includes the giving of gifts
at Hanukkah, Christmas or Kwanzaa, or the giving of oneself for a cause
such as at Pearl Harbor or in the example of Dr. King. Yet the greatest of
all gifts was when God the Father gave Christ Jesus to the world, which
we celebrate at Christmas. For by faith in Him alone we may have eternal
life. And the gift that God asks from us at Christmas is to give him our
heart. May God bless your holiday season.

Free Checking ¢ Free Internet Banking ¢ Free Online Bill Pay

ARMEDFORCES BANK

“Your Hometown Bank Around the World ™

1720 Marshall Road & Inside the PX, Fort Bliss
Biggs Mini Mall East, Biggs Army Air Field
888.929.2265

www.afbank.com Member FDIC
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EL PASO CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
President COL Forrest E Smith 217-9518
1st Vice-President COL Lenore Enzel 755-2325
2nd Vice-President COL David R Hampton 568-8804
Chair 3rd VP COL Reginald Davis
Co-Chair 3rd VP COL Emmett M Schaill
Secretary Miss EIma Rodriguez 355-1849
Assistant Secretary Mrs Jacquelne Welsh 778-0408
Treasurer Miss EIma Rodriguez 355-1849
Chaplain COL Thomas W Phelan, Sr
DIRECTORS
Immediate Past President BG J Morgan Jellett 637-2515
Legislative Liaison LTC John B McKinney 598-4348
Membership Chairman MAJ Patrick Hogeboom
Programs COL Bob Pitt 533-5111
Public Relations Mrs Judy Stone 598-6058
e ¥ Publications/Editor LTC William L Moore 842-9650
CDL Smith, CDR Tracy and MG Greer at the RAD Reception COMMITTEES
Garrison Command COL Joseph A. Simorelli
FREE MEMBERSHIP CSM William A Green, IV, CSM
o . ) Deployment Brigade COL James Green, CDR
The EL RAS0 cHAPTER| (first time) to active warrant CSM Joseph G Considine, CSM
ol - Personal Affairs Com. Chair Mr Joe Hernandez
andl CommISSIOn.ed IOf.fICGI'S Webmaster LTC William L Moore
dedicated to maintaining a EOPS Y CoCL Chfuck évéhmhoner
. hair, JROTC/Youth Act. LTC Rafael arcia
strong national defense and Co-Chair, JROTC/Youth Act. LTC Powell M Trusler
to preserving the earned Database Mrs Janet H Rasmussen ~ 598-3835
Door Prizes Mrs Jacqueline Welsh

entitlements of members of
the uniformed services, their
families and survivors. See
membership application
on page 14.

DAA
NEEDS YOL!
¥OU NEED MOAA!

SEE MEMBERSHIP!! |

Contact the EI Paso MOAA Membership Director
(membership@elpasomoaa.org) for  additional
information.

Renewals New Members

COL Homer Pitzer LTC Vivian G Ludi

Col Fred Andree MAJ Maginia S Morales
CW4 George W Hadley LTC Bruce A Gramlich
LTC John Ozaki LTC John E. Uxer Jr
CW4 Henry Waldrop CDR John L (Jack) Miller
COL Gary Munday

Mrs Irene Rubinstein

Mrs Eva Haggard

LTC Donald Hughes

MAJ Wilber E Sanford
LTC William Yuengel
COL George V Ellis
LTC John McKinney

Statement of Publication
The Border Bulletin is the newsletter of the El Paso Chapter, Military
Officers Association of America. It is published bi-monthly, even months,
to inform the membership of issues and activities of interest to all.
elpasomoaa.org is a non-profit entity within the State of Texas organized
to represent the membership and to support the activities of the Texas
Council of Chapters and MOAA National. Advertising contained on the
website and in the newsletter and directory are not endorsed by the
Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to the membership.
Opinions expressed in articles contained herein are not necessarily those of
the membership as a whole or the Chapter. Questions should be directed
to the Editor, at the Chapter office.
El Paso Chapter, MOAA
P.O. Box 6144, El Paso, TX 79906-0144
publications@elpasomoaa.org

Northeast Printing

9728-A Dyer St
El Paso, TX 79924

PH 915.755.6089
FAX 915.757.2452

northeastprinting@yahoo.com




THE BORDER BULLETIN NON-FROFIT ORG.
‘ U.S. Postage
is the print newsletter of the
El Paso Chapter, Military Officers Association of America PAI D
(MOAA) El Paso, Texas
P.O. Box 6144, Fort Bliss, TX 79906-0144 Permit No. 2149
http://elpasomoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

WILLIAM TIPPIN & COMPANY, PC.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
WILLIAM TIPPIN JR., CPA

7500 Viscount, Suite 108, El Paso, TX 79925
(915) 592-9696 Fax (915) 592-9924
Toll Free: 1(877) 692-9696

CPA

wiippin@juno.com

Our family, proudly taking care of your family’s transportation needs;
striving to exceed expectations EVERY DAY!

—
EL PASO (9 TEXAS

Proud Supporter of our Armed Forces, we are ALWAYS WITH YOU!
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2011 Slate Board of Directors and Officers

OFFICERS NAME

President COL Forrest E Smith

1st Vice-President COL Lenore Enzel

2nd Vice-President Mrs. Janet H Rasmussen
Chair 3rd VP COL Steve Barrat
Secretary LTC Joseph Gollasch
Treasurer Miss Elma Rodriguez
Chaplain COL Thomas W Phelan, Sr.
DIRECTORS

Immediate Past President BG J Morgan Jellett
Legislative Liaison LTC John B McKinney
Membership Chairman MAJ Patrick Hogeboom
Programs COL Bob Pitt

Public Relations Mrs. Judy Stone
Publications/Editor LTC William L Moore

Post Liaison
Auxiliary Liaison

COMMITTEES

Garrison Command COL Joseph A Simonelli, CDR

CSM Villiam A Green, IV, CSM

Deployment Brigade COL James Green, CDR
CSM Joseph G Considine, CSM
Webmaster LTC William L Moore
Personal Affairs Committee Chair Mr. Joe Hernandez
TOPS COL Chuck Wehmhoner

Fisher House

Chair, JROTC/Youth Activities LTC Rafael G Garcia
Thrift Shop

Door Prizes Mrs. Julie Pitt

*Ax*k At the December Member Meeting and Luncheon, 4 December 2010, the membership will vote on the
aforementioned slate. If you desire to serve in one of the vacant positions, please contact the chapter secretary at
secretary(@elpasomoaa.org or publications@elpasomoaa.org
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GET ALL THE FACTS

MAKE A PLAN

APPLY

FOR COLLEGES AND
FINANCIAL AID

HELPFUL INFO Kis

me /Get A Paying For College /Types of Financial Aid / Texas Armed Services Scholarship Program

FREE MONEY Texas Armed Services Scholarship Program
Program Purpose

The 81st Texas Legislature created the Texas Armed Services Scholarship Program through the approval
of HB 3452 to encourage students to participate in Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) programs at
Texas higher education institutions. A student must meet specific eligibility criteria in order to receive an
initial scholarship award. In addition to the eligibility criteria, a student must enter into an agreement
requiring a four-year commitment as a member of the Texas Army National Guard or the Texas Air Force
National Guard, or a commissioned officer in any branch of the armed services of the United States. If
the conditions of the scholarship agreement are not met, the scholarship must be repaid.

Annually, the governor and the lieutenant governor may each appoint two students, and each state
senator and each state representative may appoint one student to receive a conditional Texas Armed
Services Scholarship. A maximum of 185 students may be appointed statewide. For the 2010-2011
academic year, a student may receive up to $10,000 and dependent on available future funding, students
may receive up to four years of scholarship awards.

Eligibility Requirements
Eligibility for Nomination

In order to be considered for a conditional Texas Armed Services Scholarship, a student must meet two
of the following four academic criteria at the time of application:
¥ Is on track to graduate high school with the Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP)
or the International Baccalaureate Program (IB);
Has a current high school GPA of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale;
Achieve a college readiness score on the SAT (1590) or ACT (23);
Is currently ranked in the top one-third of the prospective high school graduating class.

NN

Eligibility for Receipt of Initial Scholarship

To receive an initial conditional scholarship award through the Texas Armed Services Scholarship, a
selected student must:
¥ Be a freshman at a private or public institution of higher education;
¥ Be a member in good standing of the ROTC;
¥"  Meet all prescreening requirements of the Texas Army or Air Force National Guard
or other branches of the armed services;
¥ Enter into a written agreement with the Coordinating Board agreeing to:
- Complete four years of ROTC training;
- Graduate no later than five years after the date the student first registers at
an institution of higher education;
- No later than six months after graduation, provide the Coordinating Board with verification of:
(i) A four-year commitment to be a member of the Texas Army or Air Force National Guard; or
(i) A contract to serve as a commissioned officer in any branch of the armed services
of the United States;
- Repay the scholarship if the student fails to meet the agreement requirements
for obtaining the scholarship.

Eligibility for Continued Scholarship Awards (as funds are available)

Dependent upon future funding available, a student may continue to receive an annual conditional Texas
Armed Services Scholarship if the student:
¥ Maintains satisfactory academic progress as determined by the institution of higher education
in which the student is enrolled;
¥ Continues to be a member of a ROTC program; and
¥ Has not eamed a baccalaureate degree or a cumulative total of 150 credit hours,
including transferred hours.

http://www.collegefortexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cim210=581
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Retlree Appreciation & German
Reunification Activities
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RETIREE
APPRECIATION

v I T 1 E S

First Command Financial Services
Serving El Paso

6501 Boeing Street, Suite J-2

Plan confidently® El Paso, TX 79925
915.772.0100

infoelpaso@firstcommand.com

DREAM

BOLDLY.

Call us for retirement income planning and education funding
solutions plus investments, insurance and banking services.

©2009 First Command Financial Services, Inc., parent of First Command Financial Planning, Inc. (Member, SIPC, FINRA) and First Command Bank (Member FDIC / Equal Housing Lender). Financial planning services and investment products, including securities, are offered by First
‘Command Financial Planning, Inc. Insurance products and services are offered by First Command Financial Services, Inc. Banking products and services are offered by First Command Bank. In certain states, as required by law, First Command Financial Services, Inc. does business as a separate
domestic corporation, and does business in California as “First Command Insurance Services.” Securities products are not FDIC insured, have no bank guarantee and may lose value. A financial plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or other financial goals will be met.




