






WE DON’T REPORT 
TO WALL STREET. 

WE REPORT TO YOU.

Better investing begins now  |  800-531-8910  |  usaa.com
Invest with a company that didn’t need a single dollar of bailout money. From asset 
management to retirement solutions, we offer complete fi nancial services, all 
managed with a disciplined approach that comes naturally to a company founded 
by offi cers of the U.S. military. Call 800-531-8910.

Financial advice provided by USAA Financial Advisors, Inc. © 2009 USAA. 92025-0509
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Living the Whole of Life
Senior Living with an Emphasis on Living

915-581-4683
7304 Good Samaritan Court

SENIOR APARTMENTS
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� Remodeling, college
and auto loans

� Investment & estate
planning services

� Small business
checking and lending 

� FREE financial
planning programs

El Paso Branches
1741 Marshall Rd. (North of the PX)
WBAMC, 1st Floor (5005 N. Piedras)
9993 Kenworthy
1555 N. Lee Trevino
5050 N. Desert Blvd.
(Mesa & I-10 • Next to Fuddruckers)

562-1172

Find out more: www.Military.FirstLightFCU.org
It’s a great day to be a soldier’s credit union!®

Helping you achieve financial success

Proper planning and 
money management make goals happen. 
That’s why FirstLight offers the Soldier’s Edge 
to our military as they look to life’s next possibilities. 

The Soldier's Edge will help you plan for retirement or a career
after the military! Get ready for your next tour!







***TMF Exceptional Budgetary 
Items Priority 7...mental health 
issues...Request Amount:
FY 10: $449,700
 FY 11: $421,700
 Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) 
Positions: 6
 Total: $ 871,400
increase Guard counselors  
PTSD
*2005 pilot – 1x counselor

Stripped out of appropriations 
and increase in 2-1-1 dial 
in services and someone 
will help you...Guard wants 
pilot program with face to 
face counselors to get PTSD 
suffers in proper channels...
VA, etc...case load 300 in 
2005 to 1400

NOT RESTORED IN 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Lieutenant Governor will 
appoint Conferees to a budget 
reconciliation committee. 
Request could be reinserted in 
conference.

NOT RESTORED IN 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Will sign what is worked out in 
conference and passed in both 
Houses

2-1-1 DIAL IN SERVICE with 
added funds APPARENTLY 
CONSIDERED SUFFICIENT 
BY LEGISLATURE.

DID NOT MAKE IT 
THROUGH!

Guard numbers on PTSD
 went from case load in 
2005 of 300 to 1400 
currently...Guard needs 
additional in house face to 
face contact with its Vets...
in the August to October 
2009 time frame, one, each,  
Texas Combat Brigade 
deploying and redeploying.

Editor’s Legislative Handicapping Tip Sheet, 04-16-2009, a not-so SWAG
pure and simple best guessing about what’ll happen with legislation

in the 81st Legislative Session backed by the Texas Council of Chapters (TCC)
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

6/22/2009 UPDATE as best as can be determined at the moment...
LEGISLATION HOUSE SENATE GOVERNOR COMMENTS
SB 93 Hazelwood Act, 
Ed, residency req, fee & 
tuition exempt for mil & 
dependents...addresses 
previous legislation...

PASSED  PASSED Will sign if it passes both 
Houses
Sent to Governor 6/3
SIGNED 6/19/2009

Previous legislative 
omissions will be 
addressed and 
corrected.

xSB 421 Relating to 
the fund for Veterans’ 
Assistance and the 
creation of a lottery 
game to benefit 
the fund. DIED IN 
STATE AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE.x

SB 1655, a Vet Comm 
clean up bill (WITH 
WORDING OF SB 
421 IN AMENDMENT 
PASSED BOTH 
HOUSES)

HB 1299 by Turner, 
Chris, Identical
Licensing & 
Administrative 
Procedures 

HOUSE TACKS ON 
amendment to SB 1655, 
a Vet Comm clean up 
bill. PASSED HOUSE. 
SENT BACK TO 
SENATE. ->*

State Affairs Status:In 
committee...xSB 421 
AND HB 1299. Senator 
Duncan, Lubbock, 
rumored to be anti-
gambling, holds it in 
committee...further 
rumored, Duncan will let 
it out of committee if it 
passes the House.x
<-Original SB 1655 
*WITH WORDING 
OF SB 421 IN 
AMENDMENT PASSED.

SCRATCH OFF LOTTERY 
Provisions PASSES IN SB 
1655, a Texas Veterans 
Commission clean up bill 
passed the Senate and 
was forwarded to the 
House, after wording from 
SB 421 was added in the 
House and returned to the 
Senate

Sent to Governor 6/3

SIGNED 6/19/2009

Will generate estim-
ated four to five 
million $ first year 
and more in out years 
for Texas Veterans 
Commission’s out-
reach to Active Duty, 
Wounded Warriors, 
and Veterans as well 
as families of each 
category...details 
on website page...
guesstimate -will 
come into being

SB 90 Relating 
to adoption of 
the  INTERSTATE 
COMPACT ON 
EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITY FOR 
MILITARY CHILDREN

SB 90 PASSED SB 90 PASSED SIGNED 5/5/2009 
WITH IMMEDIATE 
EFFECT

Transportability of 
graduation credits...
will be some sort of 
compromise in House 
between two bills...
something along the 
lines of SB 90 passes

*SB 469 Relating to 
an exemption from ad 
valorem taxation of the 
residence homesteads 
of certain totally disabled 
veterans and an amt for 
others

*SB 469 DID NOT PASS

*WORDING ROLLED 
INTO AN AMENDMENT 
OF HB 3613 -> 

SB 469 PASSED

*HB 3613 with SB 
469 language passed 
Senate 

Will sign if it passes both 
Houses

Sent to Governor 6/3

SIGNED 6/19/2009

100% VA disabled 
receives total exemp-
tion of appraised value...
graduated assessment 
value exemption based 
on VA   rating...

Texas Military Forces 
(TMF) Exceptional 
Budgetary Items Priority 
8...increase ed benefits 
for Guard fm $1mil to $2 
per year next 2 years

In TX Guard Budget 
and will pass in 
appropriations bill

IN APPROPRIATIONS 
BILL

In TX Guard Budget 
and will pass in 
appropriations bill

IN APPROPRIATIONS 
BILL

Will sign if it passes both 
Houses...

SIGNED 6/19/2009

Will increase Guard 
Education Benefits  
being used because 
there are more Guard 
Vets





Home Inspection

Professional Home Inspector
TREC. License No. 8534

Don Powell
474-4241

4933 Grapeland Dr.
El Paso, TX 79924

DVANTAGEDVANTAGE
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