








Helping you achieve financial success

military.firstlightfcu.org

(915)562-1172

Soldiers know what it means to work together. Recruit 
your friends and family to join you at FirstLight Federal
Credit Union. When they join, you'll get $50 credited to 
your checking account and your recruits will get $25!

Join today at our On-Post Branch Location 
1741 Marshall Rd. (North of the PX)

*Restrictions may
apply. See FirstLight

Member Service
Representative 

for details.
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MG Bill Riley - Membership DirectorMembership
Some interesting points 
to share came out of 
the Midwest Regional 
Council and Chapter 
Leaders’ Workshop 
conducted in Austin 
for chapter leadership 
from Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and 
Louisiana. Here’s one 
of the lead slides laying 

down the need for Chapters -
Importance of Chapters

l  Grass Roots Support of MOAA Legislative   
  Goals
 -Mobilize Members
 -Legislators Listen
l  MOAA “Ambassadors” in the Community
 -Servant Leaders
 -Visible in the Community
 The main purpose of our organization 
is to legislatively further military personnel 
issues of those who will serve. We all know 
about national’s Legislative Action Center but 
how many are aware of the Texas Council of 
Chapter’s (TCC) legislative activities on the 
the State Level? Running concurrently with 
national’s leadership workshop, TCC conducted 
its third biennial “Advocating on the Hill” in Austin 
scheduled to begin with the every two year 
convening of the Texas Legislature. See the 
report from your representatives to this event 
later in this issue.
 Military personnel issues needing to be 
rectified develop at State level sooner or later 
which affect  all, the six uniformed services, 
Guard-Regular-Reserve, officers and enlisted, 
active, retired, veterans, and surviving spouses 
and children...these issues if no attempt is made 
to rectify them may in some way weigh on all 
citizens at large.
 Here is a list of items being worked with 
by TCC in the current legislative session, the 
81st:

1.  Continued refinement of the Hazelwood 
Act, an act providing an education benefit 
to honorably discharged or separated Texas 
veterans or to qualified dependent children.
2.  Adoption of the Interstate Compact on 
Education Opportunity for Military Children
 designed to ease the transition between school
 systems resulting from military moves, over 
which military families have little or no control.
3.  Legislation to implement Proposition 9 - 
Property Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Veterans
4.  A dedicated Scratch-off Game to generate 
a Senate staffer’s estimate of $4.3 million in 
revenues to fund the Texas Veterans Assistance 
fund to help Texas Veterans...a fund administered 
by the Texas Veterans Commission...and, backed 
by the Texas Military Coalition of which TCC is a 
member.
5.  Personnel quality of life issues considered 
very important taken from the Exceptional 
Budgetary Items requested by the Adjutant 
General of Texas: Priority 7 (Health Issues 
affecting Texas Military Forces service personnel 
redeployed from combat areas and their families) 
- Additional funds to assist Texas Military Forces 
returning from deployments; and, Priority 8 - 
Additional resources for State Tuition Assistance 
Program.
 Your chapter has the opportunity to provide 
input to TCC through your Legislative Chair on 
issues that you consider imperative. 
 There are some 34,000+ national 
members of MOAA in Texas and regrettably they 
are neither all in the 26 local chapters spread 
throughout the State...nor those in the El Paso 
zip code catchment area in the chapter.
 Membership in professional associations 
and lobbying on our own behalf are time honored 
traditions...and, a responsibility to ourselves and 
our fellow service members.
 If there were ever good reasons to be 
members of MOAA national and the El Paso 
Chapter, it is the opportunities available to make 
a difference for yourself and others. Please, join.
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Home Inspection

Professional Home Inspector
TREC. License No. 8534

Don Powell
474-4241

4933 Grapeland Dr.
El Paso, TX 79924
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Living the Whole of Life
Senior Living with an Emphasis on Living

915-581-4683
7304 Good Samaritan Court

SENIOR APARTMENTS
915-834-6002

ASSISTED LIVING
915-834-2483

SKILLED NURSING FACILITY &
REHABILITATION  CENTER

915-581-4883

VOTED BEST OF THE BEST, BEST RETIREMENT COMMUNITYBY EL PASO SOUTHWEST SENIOR

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF SERVICE
1983-2008
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