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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

Statement of Publication 
The Border Bulletin is the newsletter of the 

El Paso Chapter, Military Officers Association of 
America.  It is published bi-monthly, even months, 
to inform the membership of issues and activities 
of interest to all.  elpasomoaa.org is a non-profit 
entity within the State of Texas organized to 
represent the membership and to support the 
activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  
MOAA National. Advertising contained on the 
website and in the newsletter and directory are not 
endorsed by the Chapter and does not represent 
any recommendation to the membership.  
Opinions expressed in articles contained herein 
are not necessarily those of the membership as 
a whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be 
directed to the Editor, at the Chapter office.

The advertisements that appear in 
this publication/website do not reflect an 
endorsment by MOAA or the El Paso Chapter.

WM. DAVITT, EYE M.D.
Eye Diseases • Lid Surgery • Research • BOTOX

William F. Davitt III, M.D.
8815 Dyer, Suite 130

915-757-3937
wfdavitt@juno.com

9728-A Dyer St
El Paso, TX 79924
PH 915.755.6089
FAX 915.757.2452

northeastprinting@yahoo.com

Category 1 Outstanding Chapter
Runner-up     2000 and 2001
Five-Star Chapter    2001 thru 2015
Communications Award Print Newsletter
Winner      2004, 2012, 2013 and 2014
Runner-up     2008 thru 2011
Communications Award Print Legislative Coverage
Winner      2008, 2009, 2011 and 2012
Communications Award Website
Winner      2010 thru 2013
Runner-up     2009 and 2014
Special Communications Award  2007
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August Guest Speaker

August

Meeting Program

Lunch Menu

Saturday, 13 August
Underwood Golf Course

Please submit your Dinner
Reservations no later than

Monday, 8 August

Treasurer: MOAA
PO Box 6144

El Paso, TX 79906-0144

$ 20 Per Person

REMITTANCE
ENVELOPE ENCLOSED

All dinner reservations 
with payment to our 

postal mail box

Sequence of Events

1100 — 1200 Social Hour
1200 — 1215 Opening Ceremony
1215 — 1300 Meal Service
1300 — 1315 Staff Updates
1315 — 1345 Program
1345 — 1355 Door Prize Drawing
1355 — 1400 Closing Remarks
1400  Adjournment

Steak Tampiqueña 
with chili and cheese

Black Bean and Cilantro Rice
Green Bean Almandine

Tossed Green Salad w/Dressing, 
Roll & Butter

Water, Coffee & Iced Tea

Lenore S. Enzel
El Paso VA Health Care 
Lenore (Lennie) Enzel was born and 

raised in New York City. She received 
her Nursing Diploma from The Roos-
evelt Hospital School of Nursing in New 
York City; her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing from Hunter College-Bellevue 
Hospital also in New York City; and her 
Masters of Science in Nursing Admin-
istration from the University of Hawaii 
in Honolulu.

A retired Army Nurse Corps Officer, 
Ms Enzel has ten years of civilian and 
thirty years of Army nursing experi-
ence.  During her military career, she 
was stationed at posts throughout the 

continental United States and Hawaii 
serving as a Staff Nurse, Head Nurse, 
Evening/Night Supervisor, Chief, Am-
bulatory Nursing, Chief, Nurse Recruit-
ing Operations, Commander of an Army 
Medical Department Recruiting Battal-
ion, Deputy Commander for Nursing, 
and Deputy Executive Director and 
Director, Clinical Operations at a Lead 
Agency. Her last assignment was as 
Deputy Commander, Patient Services 
and Nursing at William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center in El Paso, Texas.  Fol-
lowing her military retirement, she was 
the Chief Nursing Officer at the El Paso 
Specialty Hospital and is currently the 
Associate Director for Patient Care 
Services/Nurse Executive at the El 
Paso VA Healthcare System.  

She is certified by the American 
Nurses’ Association in both Medical-
Surgical Nursing and Nursing Admin-
istration is a Resolve Through Shar-
ing Grief Counselor, a Certified Legal 
Nurse Consultant, and a former EMT 
and EMT Instructor.

Her decorations include the Depart-
ment of Defense Superior Service 
Medal, Legion of Merit, Meritorious 
Service Medal with Fourth Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Army Commendation Medal 
with Second Oak Leaf Cluster, the 
Joint Service Achievement Medal, 
Army Achievement Medal with Second 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Military Outstanding 
Volunteer Service Medal (3 awards) 
the Joint Unit Meritorious Award, Army 

Colonel Forrest Smith, Chapter President, presents a certificate of appreciation to Lieutenant General 
Dana Atkins, Guest Speaker and President & CEO, MOAA, at the June 11, 2016 luncheon.

Con’td on page 5
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
COL Forrest Smith, USA, Retired

Forrest Smith
COL, USA, Retired

President

As the House and Senate leaders continue to debate the pay and benefit elements of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, (NDAA), it underscores the vital importance for active duty service members and military retirees to be a part of 
an organization of military professionals dedicated to preserving those benefits being debated.  Whether you consider 
joining the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars (VFW), American Legion, Association of the U.S. Army (AUSA), or yes MOAA, you 
owe it to yourselves and your fellow service members to join an organization of professionals dedicated to protecting your 
benefits.  In choosing, you might consider that MOAA with almost 400,000 members, was recognized again this year as 
among the top 50 Lobbying associations in Washington, D.C., for the ninth straight year…and MOAA was the only Vet-
eran’s Service Organization (VSO) on that list.  MOAA is the single most powerful advocate for your benefits, period. 

  I want you to be a member of your local El Paso MOAA Chapter and MOAA National.  The local Chapter was estab-
lished in 1959, and on 11 June, we celebrated our 60th year of serving active duty and retired service members of all 
grades, and all services.  We were honored to host the President and CEO of MOAA National, Lt Gen Dana Atkins, USAF 
(Ret).  Those who attended the 60th Anniversary luncheon could not help but be inspired by Lt Gen Atkins’ vision and 
energy, and wide ranging initiatives.  We look forward to continuing to serve as leading advocates for his numerous initia-
tives aimed at preserving your benefits and pay.

  I need your help.  With very little effort you can serve an active role advocating on behalf of your own pay and benefits 
and support MOAA’s efforts lobbying House and Senate leaders.  Here’s what you can do:

 
1.  Get informed. 
 Understand the pending NDAA targeted benefits.  At stake right now are: (a) dramatic re-

tiree health care fee increases; (b) huge erosions to housing allowances; (c) a fourth consecu-
tive pay raise cutback; and (d) more cuts to already overstressed forces.  Ask yourself…with 
the tasks put forth on the backs of today’s military service members, is now the right time to 
target pay and benefits cuts?  It also stands to reason that cuts implemented in 2016 should 
apply to those service members about to enter into service.  They should not be applied to 
retirees who entered service with an understanding of the benefits and compensation agreed 
to at the time of entry into service.

2.  Get involved.  
(a) Tell Congress to reject military pay and benefits cuts.   You can send elected officials your own note, or simply go to 

the MOAA National website Legislative Action Center and choose a MOAA-suggested message telling your elected lead-
ers to stop defense bill personnel and compensation cuts.  Your message will be pushed automatically to your House and 
Senate leaders.  Communicate directly to your elected officials and be heard.

(b) Track Senate and House voting records.  Attend monthly town hall meetings or other forums and listen to your repre-
sentatives and their explanation of their voting records.   As a constituent you get a vote in how your representative votes.

  Thanks for all of your support – I look forward to seeing you at future MOAA luncheons and events.
Veterans Affairs committee approved a massive bill to shore up accountability in the VA, expand health care and up-

grade benefits.

“Never Stop Serving”. 
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Superior Unit Award, and the Overseas 
Ribbon (3 awards).  

She is a proud member of the Order 
of Military Medical Merit and the Order 
of St Barbara (ADA), is the Treasurer of 
the Vietnam Women’s Memorial Foun-
dation, is a Past President of both the 
El Paso Chapter of the Military Officers 
Association of America (MOAA) and 
the Southwest Organization of Nurse 
Executives (SWONE),a former Board 
member of VNA El Paso, and holds 
the highly coveted Army Surgeon Gen-
eral’s ‘A’ proficiency for excellence in 
nursing administration.

Ms. Enzel is an Affiliate of the Ameri-
can College of Health Care Executives, 
and maintains membership in Ameri-
can Nurses’ Association, American Or-
ganization of Nurse Executives, Sigma 
Theta Tau, the Academy of Medical 
Surgical Nurses, and the Association 
of the United States Army.  She is an 
Ambassador for the Best Friends Ani-
mal Sanctuary, a member of the Texas 
Medical Reserve Corps, and was a Vol-
unteer Animal Handler at the El Paso 
Zoo. 

She has given numerous presenta-
tions on a variety of topics including 
Veteran Issues, PTSD, Case Manage-
ment, Compassion Fatigue, Orem’s 
Self-Care Nursing Theory, Death and 
Dying, Nursing Ethics, Nursing Re-
search, Holistic Health, and Human-
Animal Bonding.  She was the only 
nursing student selected by the Univer-
sity of Hawaii nominated for inclusion in 
the 1991 edition of ‘Who’s Who Among 
Students In American Universities and 
Colleges’.  For 2 years, she served on 
the American Organization of Nurse 
Executives Patient Care Delivery Task 
Force.  She has also created Grief 
Support Teams, Human-Animal Bond 
Programs, Rape Crisis Support Teams, 
and a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner 
(SANE) Program.  She currently serves 
as the Chairman of the multidisciplinary 
VISN 18 Patient Safety Committee co-
ordinating the activities for 7 Veteran’ 
Health Administration facilities.

Con’td from page 3

Con’td from page 16

August Guest Speaker

Pullen of Tucson, and Eli Leyva of El 
Paso; and numerous cousins, neph-
ews and nieces in England. 

The family would like to thank Dr. 
Christine Hernandez and her staff for 
all of their care and support over the 
years. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the El Paso Sympony 

Orchestra and the Society of Military 
Widows. Memorial Visitation will be 
from 11:00 to 11:45 am on Wednes-
day, June 29, 2016 at Hillcrest Funeral 
Home-Carolina with a Funeral Service 
at 11:45 am. Committal Service to fol-
low at 1:00 pm at Fort Bliss National 
Cemetery. Service under the direc-
tion of HILLCREST FUNERAL HOME 
1060 Carolina 598-3332.

Mrs. Louisa Mary Pullen
 TAPS 
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2016
EL PASO

CHAPTER
MOAA

EVENTS
SCHEDULE

August 13, 2016
August 26, 2016

September 1, 2016
September 23, 2016
September 24, 2016

October 8, 2016
November 11, 2016
November 17, 2016
December 10, 2016

August Membership Meeting and Luncheon
Welcome Homer Vietnam Veterans
Wounded Warrior Golf Tournament
Retiree Appreciation Day Reception
Retiree Appreciation Day
October Membership and Luncheon
El Paso Military Ball (NOT)
Fort Bliss Veterans Gala
December Membership Meeting and Luncheon

Retiree and Annuitant Pay Dates for 2016
Annuitant Payment Dates
Monday, February 1, 2016
Tuesday, March 1, 2016
Friday, April 1, 2016
Monday, May 2, 2016
Wednesday, June 1, 2016
Friday, July 1, 2016
Monday, August 1, 2016
Thursday, September 1, 2016
Monday, October 3, 2016
Tuesday, November 1, 2016
Thursday, December 1, 2016
Tuesday, January 3, 2017

Retiree Payment Dates
Monday, February 1, 2016
Tuesday, March 1, 2016
Friday, April 1, 2016
Friday, April 29, 2016
Wednesday, June 1, 2016
Friday, July 1, 2016
Monday, August 1, 2016
Thursday, September 1, 2016
Friday, September 30, 2016
Tuesday, November 1, 2016
Thursday, December 1, 2016
Friday, December 30, 2016

Entitlement Month
January 2016
February 2016
March 2016
April 2016
May 2016
June 2016
July 2016
August 2016
September 2016
October 2016
November 2016
December 2016

Main Hospital Pharmacy
Monday through Wednesday and Friday  7:30 AM – 6:00 PM        915-742-2793
Last Thursday of every month   8:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday      9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays and Federal Holidays

Freedom Crossing PX Pharmacy
Monday – Friday     8:30 AM – 6:00 PM        915-742-9017
Saturday & Training Holidays    9:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays and Federal Holidays

Soldier and Family Medical Clinic (SFMC) Pharmacy
Monday – Friday     7:30 AM – 6:30 PM        915-742-1802
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays

Soldier Family Care Clinic (SFCC) Pharmacy
Monday – Friday     7:30 AM – 6:30 PM        915-742-1400
Closed Saturdays, Sundays, and Federal Holidays
Pharmacy Refill Services             915-742-1400

WBAMC Pharmacy Services

          

FORT BLISS VISITOR POLICY
As part of Fort Bliss’ continued efforts to improve 

installation access, five Visitor Control Centers (VCCs) 
will begin operating on the 9th of August.

All visitors to Fort Bliss will need to obtain a 
Visitors Pass at one of the following VCCs before 
entering the installation: Buffalo Soldier, Chaffee, Old 
Ironsides (Global Reach), Sheridan, or Biggs Airfield 
Main (Sergeant Major Blvd). Visitor passes are good 
for a maximum of 30 days.

Hours for the Fort Bliss Visitor Control Centers  
     are as follows:

Buffalo Soldier  • 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
Chaffee • 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
Old Ironsides (Global Reach) • 24 Hours/7 Days a Week
Sheridan • 5:00 am – 9:00 pm, Monday - Friday
Biggs Airfield Main • 5:00 am – 9:00 pm, Monday - Friday

Visitors to William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center are required to use the Fred Wilson Access 
Control Point and visitors to the McGregor Range 
Complex are required to use the McGregor Front 
Access Control Point. Hours of operation: 24 hours, 7 
days a week, for both of these ACPs.

As a reminder, all drivers requiring entry to the 
installation must possess a valid state issued driver’s 
license, vehicle registration document, and proof of 
insurance for a pass to be issued. All vehicles are 
subject to random security inspections.

All DOD ID card holders (military, dependent, 
retiree, and DOD/DA civilians) are authorized to 
escort those that do not possess a DOD ID card. 
Individuals being escorted must possess a valid form 
of government issued ID card (state driver’s license 
or ID card) and present it when entering at the Access 
Control Point. If an individual does not possess a 
valid form of government issued ID, they cannot be 
escorted and must obtain a pass at a VCC.

DOD ID card holders escorting visitors assume 
responsibility for the escorted visitors. The authorized 
escort must remain with their guests at all times while 
they are on the installation.

Report a Retiree 
Death 

Monday - Friday:
0730 - 1700

915-568-5207
After Hours (Installation)

915-569-6950/6951

El Paso VA Health Care System Pharmacy
There are four convenient options for refilling prescriptions which can then be mailed directly to your home.

Choose any process that is easy for you to use:

 • Call the automated phone system at (915) 564-6100 ext. 6110 or 1-800-672-3782 ext. 6110.  
 • Follow the directions to process your refill.
 • Mail in your refill slips.
 • Drop the refill slip in the mail-out box located in the pharmacy.
 • Use the MyHealtheVet Website: www.myhealth.va.gov 

Please note, window service at the Pharmacy will be limited to new prescriptions only.  So, for all refills, please use one of 
the 4 options listed above.

Thank you in advance for using these new steps which should improve the speed and efficiency of getting your 
prescriptions from the El Paso VAHCS Pharmacy.

Extended Hours
Monday and Friday: 8:00 am to 4:45 pm. Pharmacy intake window will be closed at 4:30 pm.

Tuesdays: 9:00 am to 5:45 pm. Pharmacy intake will be closed at 5:30 pm.
Wednesdays and Thursdays: 7:00 am to 5:45 pm. Pharmacy intake will be closed at 5:30 pm.

Saturday: 8:30 am to 10:30 am for patients with primary care appointment only.
Contact Numbers

915-564-7942
800-672-3782

Location
El Paso VAHCS 
2nd Floor, West Hallway
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The YMCA Food Pantry provides 
services to E-5s and below and is 
located in building #1717 (the old 
commissary) on Marshall Road.  The 
entrance for the Food Pantry is behind 
the building by the loading docks 
near Pleasonton Road.  The hours of 
operation are Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from Noon to 1700 hours.  

In an emergency, occasionally a Jr. 
Grade Officer or a Retiree is helped.  
To receive food, a form must be signed 
by a chaplain or someone in authority 
in the soldier’s unit.  Families must 
show a military I.D. The center focuses 

on helping truly needy families.

The pantry accepts any sealed non-
perishable food.  Items that routinely 
run out of are peanut butter, canned 
tuna, cereal, pasta, and pasta sauce.

Disposable diapers in all sizes, baby 
formula and baby food are, also, in 
need.  

If you are redecorating your home 
and you have furniture, or other 
household items in good condition 
that you would like to donate, please 

phone Rebekah Reyes and Nicole 
Range, Coordinator, Junior Enlisted 
Family Center, YMCA at 915-494-
5423 during the hours of the center’s 
operation.  Please don’t leave things 
on the loading dock without contacting 
managers first as the items left are 
often “lost.”

Should you elect to give a monetary 
donation for the Food Pantry, please 
draw your check payable to:  Armed 
Services YMCA (ASYMCA) and put 
“Junior Enlisted Family Center (JEFC)” 
on the memo line.  Additionally, a 
collection box for your checks or cash 
will be on the donation table.

Thank you for your consideration 
of helping our needy families at Fort 
Bliss.

JUNIOR ENLISTED 
FAMILY CENTER,

YMCA FOOD PANTRY

Yes, it’s always wise to read the 
packagSome of this is fact, and 
some, my bias.  I’ll try to clearly 

outline each. 

FACT: Just about ALL medical in-
surance companies can ask to totally 
review your medical record.   Name, 
date of birth, social, diagnoses, meds, 
and everything else.  That’s soup to 
nuts or head to toe, and certainly in-
cludes any discussions you might have 
with your care providers.  Yes, we’re 
talking mental health and sex and re-
lationships.  

FACT:  I just got notice of a review 
for over 430 charts.  Now either I have 
to review each to be certain all informa-

DOC’S CORNER

Chart Reviews
The new ID theft?

DR William Davitt

tion is clearly presented and complete.  
Or someone on my staff does   Or I 
have to hire someone.   

FACT:  I’m not always clear as the 
the expressed purpose of these re-
views.  I did ask about the 430, and 
have no written response, and two very 
different verbal responses.  

FACT:  I’ve only received feedback 
ONCE from maybe a dozen reviews.  
Seems I forgot to sign a few entries 
and nobody seems to understand oph-
thalmology abbreviations.    So I really 
don’t know what happened to all that 
information gathered on all my patients.

FACT:  If I refused a review, I’m told 
the insurance company would dis-en-
roll me and the affected patients would 
have to seek care elsewhere. Problem 
is, I’m the only provider [Eye MD]  in 
my area. 

Now my BIASES:  Chart re-
views take time away from profes-

sional activities.  Specifically : patient 
care, keeping up in my field;   Last time 
I looked, there’s only so much time in 
a day, and when I’m doing paperwork, 
I’m not taking care of people.  And why 
does anyone else need to know YOUR 
business?   So you think I should hire 
someone else?.   So far, NOT!  I won’t 
expose your medical information to 
anyone NOT NECESSARY to your di-
rect care. 

Another BIAS:  Seems like these 
reviews have popped up in the last 7 
years.  Does that timing match any-
thing else? 

What to do?  If this bothers you 
as much as me, DON’T sign up for any 
Medicare Advantage Plan.  So far, I’ve 
not been asked to submit any charts for 
patients covered by Medicare -TriCare 
for Life.  Isn’t it time WE took our Coun-
try back?  Is anyone else sick and tired 
of “them” telling us what to do?

Dr. Bill Davitt  Board Certified Eye MD  
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August	2016	Membership	Meeting	&	Lunch	

The	General	George	V.	Underwood,	Jr.	Golf	Course	
3200	Coe	Ave.,	El	Paso,	TX	79904	

	
Date:	Saturday,	13	August	2016	
Time:	1100	-	1400	
	
Guest	Speaker:		
Colonel Lennie Enzel,	Associate Director for Patient Care 
Services/Nurse Executive, El Paso VA Healthcare System	
	
Menu		
Steak	Tampiqueña	with	chili	and	cheese	
Black	Bean	and	Cilantro	Rice	
Green	Bean	Almandine	
Tossed	Green	Salad	w/Dressing,	Roll	&	Butter	
Water,	Coffee	&	Iced	Tea	
	
Dress:	Casual		
	
	
Cost:	$20.00	per	person	
	
Lunch	Treasurer:	treasurer@elpasomoaa.org	
Membership	or	email	queries:	membership@elpasomoaa.org	
Mail	To:	El	Paso	Chapter	MOAA,	Attn.:	Treasurer,	PO	Box	6144,	Fort	Bliss,	TX	79906-0144	
	
Please	fill	in	this	acceptance	slip,	and	return	to	the	Treasurer	by	Monday,	8	August	2016	with	a	
check	for	$20	per	person,	the	cost	of	the	luncheon.	Late	Reservations,	call	Bob	Pitt,	915-533-5111	
or	Bill	Moore,	915-842-9650,	by	Noon,	Wednesday,	August	10,	and	pay	at	the	door.	
	
Lunch	will	be	on	Saturday	13	August	2016	at	11:00	a.m.	
Please	print	guest	names	clearly	to	ensure	the	correct	spelling	on	the	registration	listing.	
	
I	will					/					will	not	attend	the	lunch	and	there	will	be	_______	attendees	in	my	party.	
	
My	check	for	$	_____	($20.00	per	person)	made	payable	to	the	“El	Paso	Chapter”	is	enclosed.	
	
Name	of	Member:	__________________________________________	
	
Telephone	Number:	________________________________________	
	
Name(s)	of	Guests:	
																														_______________________________________													________________________________________	
	 	
	

_______________________________________																________________________________________	
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Sometimes it seems like the grass is greener on the other side of the 
fence but in reality, once we get to that other side, things are the same or 

they might even be worse than the way we had it before.

Often we might even think that some folks have it made and that they 
have their ducks in a row but we never know what people are experiencing.

Not long ago I heard a man on television say that when we see a success-
ful person, we have no idea what she or he has gone through to get where 
they are at or even the number of rejections they might have experienced.

If we perhaps look closely at our lives and count our blessings, we can 
see the accomplishments we have acquired.

For those who have children, just raising and caring for them is a big plus 
because it takes a lot of physical and emotional effort and that in itself gets 

an A+.

God is wonderful if we just trust Him. Making the best of where we are in 
life, is for most of us the better solution.

AUXILIARY LIAISON

Fort Bliss Spouse employment orientation
Are you a military spouse looking for employment? You don’t have to job search on your own. Attend the Employment 

Orientation at Army Community Service. The orientation will take approximately 1.5 hours and a lot of good information 
will be provided about free services available to you. Learn how the Employment Readiness Program and Workforce So-
lutions Upper Rio Grande can assist you. We provide resume (civilian and federal) assistance and help you get ready for 
that dreaded interview. We have certified federal job search trainers to assist you. Orientations are held from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. every Monday and Wednesday at ACS, 2494 Ricker Road at West Fort Bliss. Advance registration is required. To 
learn more or register, call 569-5838

On May 27, 500 flags fluttered in 
the breeze during the opening of the 
Greater Granbury (Texas) Chapter’s 
2016 A Field of Flags: Remembrance 
& Honor event. The event ran for four 
days over Memorial Day weekend. 
Each flag was tagged with the name 
of a servicemember to be remem-
bered or honored. 

Though the Granbury Chapter was 
the umbrella organization for the 
event, it was a true community effort, 
involving the American Legion, Blue 
Star Mothers, Marine Corps League, 
VFW, Chamber of Commerce, Gran-
bury Brigade, the local newspaper, 
and key community volunteers.

More than 150 volunteers laid out 
the field, installed rebar, assembled 
and installed the flags, and added 
name tags on each flag. Volunteers 

Mrs. Connie Sullivan

also escorted visitors to the flag they 
had purchased.

The money raised from the sale of 
the flags goes to the chapter’s Veter-
ans Support Fund. In the past year, 
working with other community organi-
zations, we built a wheelchair ramp for 
a veteran, repaired a pump on a water 
well so a veteran once again could 
have running water, fixed a veteran’s 
truck so he could drive to the VA, and 
provided funds to veterans’ families 
during the holidays. 

The weekend included many emo-
tional moments, but two stand out: 

A family — mother, daughter, and 
the daughter’s 10-year-old son — 
bought a flag. After making a tag, a 
volunteer escorted them to their flag. 
As the volunteer was attaching the 
tag, the little boy began to cry. The flag 

was for his dad, who had been killed in 
Afghanistan in December.

One evening, after everyone had 
left, an old pickup truck pulled in and 
an elderly man wearing an old base-
ball hat with “Vietnam Vet” written on 
it got out. As I watched, he stared at 
the flags. Then he stood straight and 
tall, pulled his heels together, raised 
his chin, and saluted the flags. As I 
approached him, he turned toward me. 
He was crying. He said, “Some think it 
is just a piece of cloth, but we know it 
is more than that. Thank you for doing 
this. It means so much. We know we 
have not been forgotten.”

Not only did the event give chapter 
members an opportunity to honor 
all of the nation’s military, but it also 
introduced MOAA to the community 
visually in an impressive and positive 
manner.

Below is a reprint of the July Affiliate, Surviving Spouse Corner, by Gail Joyce
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ARMY NURSE CORPS HISTORY
By COL Constance J. Moore, USA, Retired, Army Nurse Corps Association Historian

Army Nurses in Dachua 

In early May 1945, eighty nurses 
attached to the 116th and the 127th 
evacuation hospitals came into the 
newly liberated Dachua concentration 
camp to care for the disease-
ravaged, starved victims of the Nazi 
regime. The “long lines of trucks and 
ambulances filled with weary nurses 
. . . reached the camp gate, where 
they [were required] to show proof of 
previous typhus fever immunizations.”1  
This order was unusual, yet 
understandable when Army nurses 
discovered that a typhus epidemic, 
which raged behind the gates, killed 
nearly 400 prisoners each day. 2

Lt. Charlotte Johnson (Treadwell) 
felt disjointed and unprepared for 
what she saw. ‘Bodies were piled 
everywhere. . . [There was a] the 
blood[y] ditch where prisoners would 
bleed to death after having their 
throats slit.’3  Captain Franklin was 
equally appalled, “It didn’t ‘make you 
sick. It [was] too stupendous for that. 
Your mind [could not] assimilate it that 
rapidly. . . You [couldn’t] understand 
how it can be or why it could be 
done.’” 4

Everyone immediately got to work 
cleaning the barracks they used for 
the hospitals and the billets they 
selected for their living quarters. All 
buildings were ready for occupancy 
when the first patients were 
admitted 36 hours after the arrival 
of the advance party. Although both 
hospitals were staffed and supplied 
for 450 beds, both were expanded to 
three times their size in an attempt 
to meet the healthcare needs of 

the inmates.5 The nursing staff was 
augmented by clergy, former inmates, 
German nursing personnel, and 
reassigned nurses from other units. 

“Corpsmen ‘brought them in one 
after another after another,’” Lt. 
Treadwell said. ‘We did anything we 
could to help them. We tried to give 
them vitamin shots, but they were still 
so scared, after all the Germans had 
done to them, that they fought us. 
They were terrified.’”6  Yet, many clung 
to nurses as their saviors and would 
not let them out of their sight. 

The starving survivors were too 
weak and listless to feed themselves. 
Nurses noted their patients’ lowered 
physical and mental processes, 
grossly impaired digestive functions, 
edematous feet, gangrenous 
toes, and depressed peripheral 
circulation. Severe diarrhea, the 
result of tuberculosis infection of 
the gastrointestinal tract, was very 
common; it caused anemia, and often 
led to an aggravated dehydrated 
state.7  Eight out of every ten inmates 
had tuberculosis. 8

Nurses offered patients bland soup, 
thin gruel, or broth. Blood transfusions, 
glucose injections, and intravenous 
drips were used for inmates whose 
systems could not tolerate soup or 
broth. As the patients slowly gained 
strength they were put on a diet 
of dilute cereal and milk. 9 Despite 
intensive care, many died from 
weakness, malnutrition, and disease. 
“We felt we were dancing with death. 
We couldn’t get away from it and 
wondered if it would ever stop,” said 
Captain Wahlstrom.10  

Army nurses had extensive and 
prolonged personal contact with the 
internees, and were thus, witnesses 
to the consequences of the barbarity 
of the Nazis. Many nurses struggled 
to find meaning in what they observed 
and what th ey experienced. Many 
turned to their religious faiths for 
comfort and answers. Others tried 
to forget about the experiences until 
later in life when they took stock of 
their lives. Some decided to share 
their experiences so later generations 
would never doubt that it occurred. 
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PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Jose Luis Hernandez
REDUCE THE COST OF 

HEARING AIDS
Hearing aids can be very expen-

sive. Where can a military retiree turn 
for help? For many, the VA is not an 
option because of VA eligibility require-
ments. TRICARE usually does not 
cover hearing aids for military retirees. 
Medicare typically does not cover 
hearing exams or hearing aids for 
routine reasons; Medicare usually only 
covers hearing exams and aids if you 
have a doctor's order due to a medical 
problem. The DoD-sponsored Retiree 
At-Cost Hearing Aid Program (RAC-
HAP) might be an answer for some. 
However, there are challenges with 
the program. 

The program is open to all uni-
formed services retirees - including 
retired National Guard and Reserve 
members - under certain conditions. 
You have to call the audiology facility 
to determine the certain conditions if 
you are a U.S. Public Health Service 
or NOAA member. RACHAP does not 
provide services to family members of 
military retirees. 

The available hearing aids are 
leading-edge technology - the same 
offered to active duty service mem-
bers. RACHAP provides these hearing 
aids at greatly reduced prices. You do 
have to pay for the hearing aids. How-
ever, hearing aids that typically cost 
thousands of dollars might be avail-
able for hundreds of dollars - a fraction 

of the retail cost - or at the very least, 
a significant savings. Retirees typi-
cally are not charged for their hearing 
exam, the fitting and programming of 
hearing aids, or follow-up visits. 

RACHAP is offered at military audi-
ology clinics in select locations. There 
are only 11 participating locations in 
the lower 48 states and 15 outside the 
lower 48 states and overseas. You 
can find all of the locations and their 
contact information at http://militaryau-
diology.org/aids/. 

Your service and the service of the 
facility do not matter. Because the 
locations that offer RACHAP might not 
be close to your home, appointments 
are necessary. You also might have to 
stay in the location of the participat-
ing RACHAP facility for a few days to 
complete your appointments, or you 
might have to make two trips. You are 
responsible for your transportation 
and lodging, so make sure to weigh 
all costs involved with the RACHAP 
(to include possible follow-up visits) 
against purchasing hearing aids in 
your community. 

Another possible option is to call the 
clinic and determine if they can work 
long distance with your doctor in your 
home town. No guarantees with this 
option. 

The purchase of hearing aids and 
the cost of travel and lodging can be 
tax-deductible if you meet IRS require-
ments. Talk to your tax specialist about 
the tax deduction for medical expens-
es and whether you qualify.

*Disclaimer: RACHAP costs, loca-
tions, and services are subject to 
change. Contact your nearest audiolo-
gy clinic for details. Keep in mind, care 
of active duty servicemembers takes 
priority at military treatment facilities.

Author: Lt. Col. Shane Ostrom, 
USAF (Ret), CFP® Deputy Director, 
Transition, MOAA 

Out
Toilet paper, soap, wipes and bleach 

are items that must be on your list to 
have in case of an emergency. These 
items and others as well, will help with 
keeping yourself clean and prevent the 
spread of bacteria and other harmful 
substances such as flood water, chemi-
cals, and sewage.

 
Store Emergency Items Where They 

Are Easy to Reach
At the very least, put together a 3-day 

emergency bag, suitcase, or plastic 
bucket with water, food, extra clothes, 
medications, a first-aid kit, and emer-
gency blankets. Cash and personal 
documents are also a good addition 
to this 3-day kit. Keep this bag handy 
in case you need to leave in a hurry. 
Check your emergency kit every six 
months to ensure the food and water 
are good.

Longer-term storage items should 
be kept in a cool, dry place so that the 
temperature is fairly even. These basic 
items should be in a place where they 
can be easily accessible. You wouldn't 
want your food and water in a place 
where you could not get them in an 
emergency.

Don’t Forget Emotional Prepared-
ness

Preparing yourself emotionally may 
be one aspect of emergency prepared-
ness that might be normally over-
looked. How will you deal with a death 
or serious injury?  What happens if 
family members are separated or can-
not contact each other to make sure 
they are safe? 

Discussing the worst-case scenarios 
makes it possible to plan and be more 
prepared physically and emotionally.

Have a Plan
Discussing in advance the differ-

ent scenarios can lessen the trauma, 
allowing you to deal with the situations 
better. Peace of mind comes from hav-
ing a plan.  Part of the plan needs to be 
selecting a  location where everyone 
will meet in case of an earthquake or 
fire. Practicing what might happen can 
help ease stress and have those in 
your home feel more prepared and less 
worried.

Con’td from page 23
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FREE BASIC
MEMBERSHIP

Contact the El Paso MOAA Membership 
Director (membership@elpasomoaa.org) 
for additional information.

(in MOAA National) to active 
warrant and commissioned officers 
dedicated to maintaining a strong 
national defense and to preserving 
the earned entitlements of 
members of the uniformed services, 
their families and survivors.

The El Paso Chapter MOAA
needs you!

You Need MOAA! See Membership!

Get yours today at MOAA.ORG; your family will Thank You! 

New Members

Renewals

CW4 Edward Zukauskas
CPT Linda McKnight

• Mrs. Sylvia McGriff
• Mr. Ric Lambart

• COL Russell Parker
• CW2 William Tidd III

• BG Jack Kotter
• CW4 George Patt

• CW3 Emmett Wofford
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Chapter MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
 YES! Sign me up as an El Paso Chapter Member

Name ____________________________________________

Branch of Service _____________________ Rank _________
[   ] Retired         [   ] Active  [   ] Former
[   ] Reserve        [   ] National Guard        [   ] Auxiliary*

Address __________________________________________

City _______________________ State ____ Zip __________

Email Address ______________________________________

Phone Number ____________________________________
Unit_____________________________________________ 
To ensure deliverability of MOAA communications, please provide a personal 
email without a “.mil” domain if available.

Date of Birth ______________________________________

Spouse Name _____________________________________
 Your spouse has access to all of your MOAA member benefits.

[   ] One-Year Hard Copy Membership $20
[   ] One-Year Electronic Membership       $15
[   ] Multi-Year Memberships Contact Membership Chair
*Surviving spouse of eligible officer

M1300CJPRE

BASIC MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT
       YES! Sign me up as a FREE BASIC MOAA Member 
Name ____________________________________________ 
Branch of Service _____________________ Rank _________
[   ] Retired         [   ] Active  [   ] Former
[   ] Reserve        [   ] National Guard        [   ] Auxiliary*
[   ] Graduation Year (Cadet/Midshipmen) _______________

Email Address** ____________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _______________________ State ____ Zip __________

Phone Number ____________________________________

To ensure deliverability of MOAA communications, please provide a personal 
email without a “.mil” domain if available.
We value your privacy. MOAA does not rent or sell its members’ emails to third 
parties. If you include your email address, you will receive e-communications from 
MOAA as a member benefit. Visit www.moaa.org/email for details.

Date of Birth ______________________________________

Spouse Name _____________________________________
Your spouse has access to all of your MOAA member benefits.

*Surviving spouse of eligible officer

**Email address required for BASIC Membership

Chapter Name _____________________________________

M1300CJOIN

Send to:
El Paso Chapter MOAA
PO Box 6144
Fort Bliss, TX 79906-0144 

Add your own voice to the fight.

Method of Payment
[   ] Check (please make payable to El Paso MOAA)        [   ] Visa [   ] Discover [   ] MasterCard [   ] AMEX

Charge my card $____________________

Card number__________________________________________________________________________Expiration date __________________

Signature ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dues to MOAA are not deductible as a charitable contribution for federal tax purposes.

FREE

or
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 TAPS 

George 
Oliver
Charity

Mrs.
Louisa
Mary
Pullen

George Oliver Charity III, 77, passed 
away on June 1, 2016 at Hospice El 
Paso Center for Compassionate Care. 
He was born in Charles City, Virginia 
on October 12, 1938, the only child of 
George Oliver Charity, Jr. and Audrey 
Bradby Charity. George earned 
Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Education degrees from Virginia State 
College (now University), Petersburg, 
Virginia. 

A career military officer, he served in 
the United States Army for more than 
twenty years, retiring in El Paso, Texas 
in 1984 with the rank of Major. His 
service included two tours in Vietnam, 
during which time he was awarded the 

Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism 
while participating in aerial flight; the 
Bronze Star Medal for meritorious 
achievement; and the Air Medal 
for meritorious achievement while 
participating in aerial flight. 

After retirement from the military, 
George taught briefly in the El 
Paso Independent School District 
before becoming project manager 
for a civilian contractor tasked with 
designing training materials for military 
technical courseware. Overlapping 
these endeavors, he spent almost 
20 years teaching motorcycle safety 
for both the military and El Paso 
Community College. 

A long-time, devoted member of 
the El Paso Five Points Lions Club, 
George epitomized the organization’s 
motto: We Serve. He had the privilege 
of serving as the club’s president and 
was the club’s secretary/treasurer 
for many years. His family, flying, 
motorcycles and photography were his 
passions. During his seventy-seven 

years he touched the lives of many 
who will carry fond memories. 

George was preceded in death 
by his son, David Jemal Charity. He 
is survived by his devoted wife of 
52 years, Laura Hendrick Charity; 
daughter, Robin Charity Glaze and 
her husband Tom Glaze; son George 
Oliver Charity IV and his wife Jennifer 
Charity; grandchildren, Oliver Lakeem 
Macias, Tyler Brynn Charity, and 
Abbey Road Charity; and a number 
of other family members and devoted 
friends. 

A Memorial Service was held from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm on Monday, June 6, 
2016 at Sunset Funeral Home-West. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to Texas Lions Camp (www.
lionscamp.com); the American Cancer 
Society (www.cancer.org); or to a 
charity of your choice.

Please keep his family in your 
prayers.

She left us on June 23, 2016. Her 
strong will - and the devoted care of 
daughter Lesley Pullen and Dr. Chris-
tine Hernandez - helped Mom live 91 
full years. 

Despite physical limitations, mom 
managed to take in an El Paso 
Chihuahuas game on June 10, and 
enjoyed the El Paso Symphony's 
Beethoven program on April 30. Mom, 
Granny, Louise, as we knew her, was 

kind, blunt, generous, opinionated, lov-
ing, blustery, devoted. 

And one of a kind. Born May 4, 1925 
in London, England, she survived the 
Nazi bombing Blitz of London, picked 
up a smoking habit (which she quit 
cold turkey years later), and fell in love 
with Sydney Pullen, a B-17 navigator 
stationed in England. Bravely, she left 
her family for a new life in America, 
marrying Sydney on March 15, 1947 
in Royal Oak, Michigan. She proudly 
became a U.S. citizen three years 
later. They raised five children and led 
an itinerant military life, which brought 
them to Biggs Air Force Base in El 
Paso, Texas in 1959. 

Dad retired and became a teacher. 
Mom ran the house and worked for 
the White House department store, 
the El Paso Independent School 
District and the El Paso Diabetes 

Association . She had a long history 
of volunteerism, including with the El 
Paso Symphony Orchestra Guild and 
editing the Society for Military Widows 
newsletter. 

She was preceded in death by 
husband Sydney Pullen, eldest son 
Michael Pullen, brother Harry George, 
and parents Michael and Eliza 
George. She is survived by sons Mark 
(Joy Goodsell) of Darlington, S.C., 
Matt, and Doug (Rosemary Flores), 
daughter Lesley (Tomas Leyva), all 
of El Paso; daughter-in-law Millie 
Pullen of Kent, Washington; sister-in-
law Josie George of Bognor Regis, 
England; grandchildren Tom Pullen of 
Austin, Dan Pullen of Kent, Washing-
ton, Keith Pullen of El Paso, Sydney 

Con’td on page 5
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Visit an on-post branch today for more info!

• Pike 1635 Pike Rd. 
• William Beaumont 5005 N. Piedras St.
• East Fort Bliss 20727 Constitution Ave. 

90 Days

FirstLightFCU.org 
1-866-926-9120

AUTO LOAN
T H E  P E R F E C T

* Offer subject to promotion guidelines and credit approval. Federally insured by NCUA.

NO PAYMENTS*
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CHAPLAIN CORNER
Mrs. Connie Sullivan

The saying that “Freedom is not Free,” is such a true statement 
as we know. Sometimes people forget that our soldiers need all 
the encouragement that can possibly be given.

Often when I see a man or woman in military uniform, whether in 
a store or market etc., I thank them for their service to our country.

There is nothing a beautiful as a smile of gratitude on those sol-
diers’ faces.

Every time I see the card that comes in the mail from the Wound-
ed Warrior Project, that is a reminder to thank our troops to let 
them know that we will never forget them, it is an opportunity to 
help their morale in any way we can, so that they will see that we 
do care.

The card states it beautifully:

“I will never forget what you’ve done 
for me and every other citizen of America.

Thank you for protecting us from terrorism and tyranny. 

My thoughts are with you as you work to rebuild your life.”

Con’td on page  22

Under God, we have been and are being protected by these heroes.

WHAT DO I DO TO PREPARE FOR AN EMERGENCY? 
Emergency preparedness is for 

those worst-case scenarios: earth-
quake, tornado, or massive financial 
collapse. However, there are other 
situations to prepare for that are not 
quite as cataclysmic:   A massive snow 
or ice storm may down all power lines 
and make it impossible to get to the 
store. Flooding or fire may leave you 
without power. A truckers’  strike might 
leave your region without supplies. An 
economic depression could make buy-
ing the necessities too costly. In each 
of these situations, having supplies 
stored can ease difficult times.

You Can Handle Anything That 
Comes Your Way

Learning about emergency pre-
paredness may seem unfamiliar 
at first, but you don’t have to learn 
everything or do everything all at 
once. Understanding what emergency 
preparedness is as well as recogniz-
ing what steps are needed to achieve 
a high level of preparedness is vital 

to protecting yourself and those you 
love. Gaining knowledge and experi-
ence about emergency preparedness 
brings confidence. As your knowledge 
increases, so will your preparedness. 

Realizing that you can handle what 
comes your way will give you peace 
and self-reliance, two traits that will 
help you make it through almost any 
emergency situation.

The Standard List: Food, Water, 
Shelter, Personal Supplies

Most emergency preparedness 
experts give a standard list to be 
prepared: food, water, shelter, and 
personal supplies. This list could be 
expanded when these essential items 
are part of your emergency prepared-
ness plan. 

Plan for an emergency by 
asking yourself:

•   Am I looking for a 3-day disaster 
kit or do I want to prepare myself for 6 
months to a year of these basic items?

•   Do I need to do some research 
before tackling this task?  

•   Where can I go for reliable re-
sources that will be of the most help?

Answering these and other ques-
tions allow for a narrowing of the ideas 
so you can be laser-focused on being 
as prepared as you want to be.

 
Preparations for Just 3 Days Can 

Make a Big Difference
If you are not sure where to start, 

begin by storing enough food and wa-
ter for 3 days for each member of your 
family. Three days is about how long it 
might take for fire, police, government, 
or relief agencies to know how you 
are doing and provide help. Accessing 
Ready.gov can give you basic informa-
tion about how to start. 

Water: You Can’t Live Without It
Any expert in emergency prepared-
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LEGISLATIVE
COL. Lennie Enzel
MOAA and the El Paso Chapter are independent, nonprofit, 
and politically nonpartisian organizations

In June, both the House and Sen-
ate passed their 2017 Defense 
Spending Bills and immediately 
began conference negotiations.  
However, there is almost no 
chance they will have reached  
agreement before they head out 
of town in mid-July for their con-
ventions and summer recess not 
to return until after Labor Day. 

Below are some of the sticking 
points in their respective bills:

PAY
Senate:  Provides a 1.6% raise which 

is the same as the budget request and 
is a half percent below for civilian wage 
growth (for the 4th consecutive year).
House:  Provides military personnel 
with a 2.1% raise.  It is estimated that 
the bigger pay raise would cost an 
extra $300 million.

to TRICARE Choice; Establishes 
enrollment fee effective 2018 with 
increases until 2023; Indexes fees 
annually after 2023 by CPI health cost 
index; Eliminates deductibles for in-
network care but doubles deductibles 
for out-of-network care.
TRICARE Supplemental:  Adds a third 
option for beneficiaries who have other 
health insurance.
Catastrophic Cap: Raises the cap for 
currently-serving and retired families 
effective 2018 and adjusts annually 
after 2018 by COLA percentage.
Pharmacy:  Adopts a 9-year schedule 
that roughly doubles copays.

HOUSE: 

TRICARE Prime:  Grandfathers cur-
rently serving and retired beneficiaries 
against DoD-proposed increases, but 
applies similar hike to new service 
entrants after Jan. 1, 2018. 
TRICARE Standard:  Changes name 
to TRICARE Preferred; Establishes 
enrollment fee effective 2020; Indexes 
fees annually to COLA; No changes 
to deductibles; Applies Senate-like 
increases to new service entrants after 
Jan. 1, 2018.
Catastrophic Cap:  Retains current 
caps but applies increases to new 
service entrants after Jan. 1, 2018. 
Pharmacy:  No changes to current law

HOUSING ALLOWANCES

Senate:  Ties basic allowance for 
housing (BAH) to service members’ 
actual rent and utilities costs rather 
than the current flat-rate stipend based 
on estimated housing costs within a 
zip code.  For dual-military couples 
or housing sharers, the bill divides 
BAH by number of servicemembers 
in domicile.  The lost income would 
amount to $10,000 or more per year 
for thousands of servicemembers.
House:  No changes to current law.

SELECTIVE SERVICE 
REGISTRATION

Senate:  Requires both males and 
females to register.
House:  Requires that DoD report on 
the continued utility of registration.

SBP-DIC
Both the House and Senate versions 

of the FY17 Defense Authorization Bill 
prevent the $310 monthly allowance 
(SSIA) for SBP-DIC widows from ex-
piring.  But neither bill would continue 
previously intended increases in SSIA 
to make progress toward phasing out 
the SBP-DIC offset.  Military widows, 
who have been losing up to $15,000 a 
year to the SBP-DIC offset and gener-
ally have lower incomes, deserve this 
to be resolved once and for all.

Additionally, the House voted to 
prohibit the use of funds to survey 
or assess potential locations in 
the United States to house Guanta-
namo Bay detainees and voted to 
prohibit the use of funds to modify 
military installations in the United 
States to provide temporary hous-
ing for unaccompanied immigrant 
children.  While the Senate voted 
to decrease by 25% the num-
ber of flag officers and removed 
language that would have started 
privatizing Commissaries.

The bottom line:  Whatever deal 
House and Senate lawmakers 
strike on a final bill, they still have 
to contend with the promised 
White House veto.  

This year marks the eighth con-
secutive year in which President 
Obama has threatened to veto the 
annual defense budget legisla-
tion. However, the President only 
followed through with this threat 
once in the past 8 years (last year) 
to secure additional resources for 
non-defense domestic programs. 

END STRENGTH

Senate:  Reduces end strength.
House:  Increases end strength.

HEALTHCARE REFORM

Senate:  
TRICARE Prime:  24% enrollment fee 
increase.
TRICARE Standard:  Changes name 
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 TAPS 

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) 
John R. Pipkin 

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) John R. 
Pipkin of El Paso, Texas born April 
10th, 1933, died peacefully at home 
on May 27, 2016 surrounded by his 
family at the age of 83 after a long 
battle with pulmonary fibrosis

Colonel Pipkin born in Hilltonia, 
Georgia to John and Lorene Pipkin. 
His father, a minister, moved the 
family to several cities finally arriving 
in Portsmouth, Virginia in 1942. After 
graduation from Cradock High School, 
John attended Washington and Lee 
University on a football scholarship. 
After graduating in 1956 he was 
commissioned into the Army as 2nd 
Lieutenant and stationed at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. His first assignment was 
as Survey Instructor in the Field Artil-
lery School. Afterwards he moved to 
the Office Candidate School, serving 
as Commanding Officer of B. Bat-
tery. In 1958, John moved to Fort 
Bliss, Texas to attend the Air Defense 
Artillery Battery Officer Course. After 
graduating he went to Germany 

where he was assigned first to B Bat-
tery and then as Battery Commander 
C Battery of the 3RD Air Defense 
Artillery Missile Battalion. Leav-
ing Germany as a Captain in 1962, 
John attended the Air Defense Artil-
lery Advanced Course at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. He was transferred to Eastern 
Kentucky University as a Professor of 
Military Science. In 1964, John moved 
to Fort Gordon, Georgia where he was 
assigned to the staff of the Command-
ing General. He went to Vietnam as 
a Major in 1968. After Vietnam, he at-
tended the Armed Forces Staff College 
in Norfolk, Virginia returning to Eastern 
Kentucky University to complete a 
Masters Degree. In 1969, John was 
transferred to the Center of Military 
History in Washington DC as Assistant 
Director, Histories Division. In 1974, 
as Lieutenant Colonel, John returned 
to Germany. He was the Chief of Army 
Air Defense in the NATO Air Defense 
Headquarters at Borfink Bunker, Idar 
Oberstein, Germany. His next assign-
ment was Air Defense School at Fort 
Bliss, Texas. After a successful 31 
year career in the military he retired 
in El Paso, Texas in 1983. After his 
military career he spent ten years as 
manager at Rockwell International. He 
retired from Rockwell in 1993.

He is survived by his wife, Ellen 
Pipkin the love of his life since April 8, 
1989. There were four siblings. Three 
deceased Thomas Pipkin, Shirley 
Tollinger, Gracie Davenport. He is 
survived by his sisters Frances Boone 
(Jerry) and Margaret (Gitti) Sch-
weinsberg, two sons John R. Pipkin II 
(Rosa), Dean A. Huffman, four daugh-
ters Teresa A. Pipkin-Schmied (Hans), 

Monica L. Wey (Todd), Yasmin Y. Ma-
gee and Lisa G. Pipkin (Joe). He was 
a devoted grandfather to five grand-
children Heather LaBree (Tony), Me-
lissa Schmied, Amber Allison (Lance), 
John Pipkin IV, Jake Magee and his 
great grandchildren Taylin and Austin 
Bishop, Chase (Little Pea) Powers and 
many nieces and nephews.

He lived life to the fullest. He never 
left a task undone and was an ex-
tremely hard worker. His biggest pas-
sion was traveling around the world 
with his loving wife and family. While 
at home he enjoyed tending to his 
beautiful flower beds and vegetable 
garden which he shared with many 
friends. His rose garden was known 
around Texas. He spent time golfing 
with his family and close friends. His 
favorite holiday was Christmas. He 
loved to entertain and was a gracious 
host to many. He was an avid reader 
as well as a wonderful storyteller and 
writer. He was a Redskin fan for life 
which sometimes could be difficult in 
Cowboy territory.

The family wants to thank Dr. Ari-
anna Bender, Dr. Hector Payan and 
Armando Reza, RN of Hospice El 
Paso for the excellent care given.

Visitation was held from 5:00pm 
– 8:00pm on Thursday, June 2, 
2016 and the Funeral Service was 
at 9:30am on Friday, June 3, 2016 
at Sunset Funeral Home North-
east. Committal Service  followed at 
11:00am at Fort Bliss National Cem-
etery with full military honors.

Please keep his family in your 
prayers.
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El Paso Chapter Outreach Foundation

NAME
The name of this organization shall be El Paso Chapter Outreach Foundation of 
the Military Officers Association of America, herein after referred to as the MOAA 
Outreach Foundation.  Short Title: elpasomoaaoutreach.org.

The El Paso Chapter Outreach Foundation is registered with the IRS as a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All donations are 100% tax deductible.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the foundation shall be to seek donations and sponsor fund rais-
ing events to support, fund and enhance MOAA objectives and El Paso MOAA 
Chapter activities; educate and encourage participation in local and national 
legislative issues and decisions; sponsor educational scholarships; support lo-
cal individual service member’s, units’ needs, events, and special requests for 
support from Active, Reserve, National Guard, Public Health, Retiree, Veteran, 
Spouse’s, and Beneficiaries in the local Military community. These includes and 
are not limited to:

•    Army Ten-Miler Participants
•   UTEP ROTC
•   El Paso County JROTC Units
•   Fort Bliss Junior Enlisted Food Bank
•   Bataan Road March Participants
•   Fort Bliss Veterans Gala
•   Fort Bliss Replica Museum
•   Hugh O’Brien Youth (HOBY) Leadership Symposium
•   Veteran Transitional Center
•   Gift of Caring
•   Stand Down for Homeless Veterans
•   White Cane Day for Blind Veterans
•   Interment Flags for the Fort Bliss Cemetery
•   Flags Across America

Board of Directors:
President — Lieutenant Colonel B. J. Jackson

Vice-President — Colonel Lennie Enzel
Secretary — Lieutenant Colonel Bill Moore

Treasurer — Ms. Elma Smith
Programs — Colonel Maureen Lofberg

Advisory Director — Colonel Forrest Smith

Donations
Donations may be sent to:

El Paso Chapter Outreach Foundation, Attn.: Treasurer, PO Box 6144, Fort 
Bliss, TX 79906-0144

ness will express the necessity of 
acquiring an adequate supply of water. 
Most individuals can live only about 
3-4 days without water. In some in-
stances, some individuals have made 
it 8-10 days. Most people seem to 
want to get the food first and then the 
water, but water is much more impor-
tant than what or even if you eat. The 
average man needs 3 liters (a little 
more than 3/4 gallon) daily and the 
average woman needs a little over 2 
liters (approximately 1/2 gallon) a day. 
If you need water for your 3 day disas-
ter kit for you and your spouse, you 
will need 15 liters of water. Children 
under the age of 13 need 1.5 liters (a 
little less than 1/2 a gallon) a day and 
those over 13 need 2 liters a day. Stor-
age will probably be the most difficult 
factor dealing with water.

One easy way to have water for 
emergency preparedness is to pur-
chase bottled water. Bottled water is 
easy to store and does not need to 
be treated to use. Small containers 
of water can also be easily stored. 
If you store water from your tap you  
will probably need to have the water 
treated in order to store it for a long 
period of time. See this website for 
water storage tips. 

Food: You Can Start Small, but 
Make Sure You Start

Storing food is essential to emer-
gency preparedness. There are many 
ways to store food and many vendors 
who specialize in food storage. From 
#10 cans to mylar bags, and from 
MREs to plastic buckets, there are 
plenty of foods designed specifically 
for emergency preparedness. 

But food storage doesn’t need to be 
complicated. Whatever food storage  
you  choose will depend on space, 
convenience, cost and personal pref-
erence. You can increase your food 
storage without excessive cost. Each 
time you go grocery shopping, you 
might purchase extra cans of veg-
etables or fruits or beans. Whatever 
you normally eat is what you will want 
in your food storage. 

Starting out with a 3 day supply of 
food will give you the confidence to 
continue adding to your food supply. 
Food storage companies do sell 3-day 
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2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
  COL Forrest Smith 449-8944
VICE-PRESIDENT
  Mrs Janet Rasmussen  598-3835
SECRETARY
  COL Steve Barrett 478-335-2888
TREASURER
  Mrs Elma Smith
CHAPLAIN
  Ms. Connie Sullivan 778-0948

DIRECTORS       
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
  COL Lennie Enzel 755-2325
LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
  COL Lennie Enzel 755-2325
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
  VACANT
PROGRAMS
  COL Bob Pitt   533-5111
PUBLIC RELATIONS
  LTC Martha Caldwell 785-375-9404
PUBLICATIONS/NEWSLETTER EDITOR
  LTC William L. Moore 842-9650      
SURVIVING SPOUSE LIAISON
  Ms. Connie Sullivan 778-0948

COMMITTEES         
DATABASE MANAGER/CHAPTER POC
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650
WEBMASTER/MASS EMAIL
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650
PERSONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTE CHAIR
  Mr. Joe Hernandez
TOPS
  COL Chuck Wehmhoner 585-9106
CHAIR, JROTC/YOUTH ACT.
 COL Steve Barrett  478-335-2888
DOOR PRIZES
  LTC Martha Caldwell 785-375-9404 
MARKETING
  LTC William L Moore 842-9650
POST LIAISON

VACANT
UTEP ROTC Liaison
  COL Steve Barrett 478-335-2888

EMail:
President -- president@elpasomoaa.org
Secretary -- secretary@elpasomoaa.org
Treasurer -- treasurer@elpasomoaa.org

Membership -- membership@elpasomoaa.org
Historian -- historian@elpasomoaa.org

Publications -- publications@elpasomoaa.org
General Info -- info@elpasomoaa.org
Webmaster -- web@elpasomoaa.org

The Officer Placement Service -- tops@elpasomoaa.org

Mail:
El Paso Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 6144
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906-0144

Telephone:
Secretary -- 915-757-9963 or 915-842-9650

We’ve provided quality 
DJ Service for over 1000 
events from 2010-2015
and can help you with 
your special family or 

corporate event. 

CALL MIKE 
@ 241-2476

For more information
www.myelpasodj.com

& PA Service
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to 1 year food kits. These are more 
expensive so it might be good to start 
small and put a few items in a back-
pack. Granola bars, packaged tuna, 
crackers, and other snack items are a 
start.

If you choose MREs or dehydrated 
food, it is important that you know 
what you will eat and that it tastes 
good before you purchase food kits. 
Having a supply of food that no one 
likes will cause major problems.

Shelter and Clothing: Because the 
Elements Aren’t Always Friendly
Your home may be a suitable place 

to be in an emergency. Many people 
have endured extended power outag-
es, freezing ice storms, minor flooding, 
even personal hardships like unem-
ployment and remained in their home.

However, some natural disasters will 
require temporary, portable shelter. 
If an earthquake, tornado, or flood 
demolishes your home, you will need 
a portable shelter.

Shelter might not be an issue if 
there is an earthquake in Utah in the 
summer, where the temperatures are 

bearable. But, the heat could be a big 
problem for those living in Phoenix or 
Dallas. You will need a tent as a shel-
ter from the sun. Similarly, not having 
proper shelter in the winter could be 
very devastating if the weather is cold 
and snowy. It is better to have a tent 
on hand than to bet on a natural disas-
ter happening during pleasant weath-
er. There are many tents to choose 
from that can give you protection. 

If you can’t afford a tent right now, 
purchase several emergency blankets 
(available for under $3). You can use 
emergency blankets as coverings or 
even as a makeshift shelter.

Proper clothing is also necessary for 
different weather conditions and disas-
ters.  Long sleeve shirts can be rolled 
up, but a short sleeve shirt cannot help 
if the weather is cold. Shoes that pro-
tect your feet are also important. Keep 
a bag of extra clothing in your car as 
well as in your home so it is easy to 
grab if needed.

Personal Supplies: You Don’t Ap-
preciate Toilet Paper Until You’re 
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